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Sewanee Elementary students enjoyed interviewing former SES teacher 
Helen Bailey and her son Ron Bailey as part of their research for the 100th 
celebration of Sewanee Elementary School. If you have a story to share, reach 
out at <1926ses@gmail.com>.

Parole Is a Contest of 
Storytelling

by Leslie Lytle, Messenger Staff  Writer
“A parole hearing is all about storytelling and who can tell a better 

story, but the story of the crime is so far out in the lead, so powerful, 
most people requesting parole are rejected,” said Correction author Ben 
Austen. In a Feb. 3 conversation with Sewanee Review editor Adam Ross 
at the McGriff  Alumni House, Austen talked about parole’s role in the 
criminal justice system and his new book, “Correction: Parole, Prison, and 
the Possibility of Change.” Correction tells the parole stories of Michael 
Henderson and Johnny Veal, imprisoned for nearly a half century for 
crimes committed when they were teens.

Austen described a parole hearing as a scene of high drama. Th e fami-
lies of the accused and the victim sit side by side, along with those who 
have no personal stake in the outcome but hold strong feelings about why 
the accused should remain incarcerated — or not. Th ey all have stories 
to tell. Th ere is also the story about the accused’s decades in prison and 
who the accused became as a result. But Austen stressed, “Every parole 
hearing begins with a ‘statement of facts,’ information passed down from 
the prosecutor and police. Th ey tell the story of the crime, and it doesn’t 
matter how long ago it was, it feels present tense and like the crime needs 
to be punished.”

“Th e United States locks up more people than anyone else in the world, 
about one in six of all incarcerated people,” Austen said. “Tennessee has 
a higher incarceration rate than every single country except El Salvadore, 
but it’s beaten by fi ve other southern states.” As governor of California, 
Ronald Reagon pressured the criminal justice system to reduce prison 
overcrowding with parole. Th en the state with the highest number of 
inmates, 27,000, California reduced its prison population by 10,000, 
nearly half. But not long after, parole fell into disfavor, attacked from all 
sides. Liberals and inmates argued parole was racist, and an indeterminate 
sentence of 25 years to life meant forever. Conservatives argued parole 
was too lenient and longer sentences were needed to reduce crime. “One 
third of the states eliminated parole,” Austen observed. “And every state 
limited who would come up for parole.”

Austen provided an overview of two new practices that evolved. Fixed 
term sentences allowed inmates to earn their way out with good behavior. 
“It’s a numeric formula rather than a person [deciding],” Austen said. 
In another innovation, mandatory minimum sentences got longer and 
frequently required an inmate to serve at least 85 percent of the sentence. 
Federal Truth in Sentencing legislation required states to adopt mandatory 
minimums to receive federal funding for correctional facilities.

Citing an argument for parole, Austen pointed to prison overcrowd-
ing, the high annual cost of incarcerating an inmate ($106,000), and an 
aging prison population with costly medical needs. Ross asked Austen 
if he was a “journalist” or an “advocate.” “I’m a journalist,” Austen said, 
“but you get immersed in these stories, and you’re not neutral.” Austen’s 
previous book, “High-Risers,” about a failed inner-city Chicago hous-
ing complex, touched on the murder of two police offi  cers and resulted 
in his being contacted by the friend of a man convicted of the murders: 
Johnny Veal. Veal was coming up for parole and claimed he was innocent. 
Over the course of the next year, Austen attended every parole hearing 
in Illinois. He interviewed Johnny Veal over 100 times. “I don’t know if 
he’s innocent,” Austen said. “What I know is he spent 50 years in prison, 
has this remarkable record, and was convicted not as the shooter but the 
accomplice. To me that equals freedom. Part of the problem [of parole] 
is focusing on the crime. We need systems with second chances.”

But Austen is clear eyed about the complexity of the problem. While 
he proposes it is unlikely a man in his 70s will return to a life of violent 
crime, he acknowledges the pain and needs of victims’ families. “Th e 
thing victims’ families often say is ‘You didn’t murder my son for 30 
years. You murdered him forever,” Austen said. One family member told 
him, “Many families have weddings and funerals that connect them. We 
have parole hearings.”

“I saw how the system fails those families,” Austen insisted. “Someone 
has been punished 50 years, and they felt no diff erent than they did at 
the start. Th ey feel no level of vengeance or sense of comfort and healing 
... Th at doesn’t feel like justice. We have to do more for people. We have 
a system called restorative justice which is also about healing.”

“What do we want a prison sentence to do?” Austen asked. “We don’t 
have an answer for that.”

“Correction: Parole, Prison, and the Possibility of Change” is available 
from the University Bookstore and numerous online vendors. Ross said 
of Correction, “You read this book, and you have a better understand-
ing of what it means to be an American in the best and worst of ways.”

Sewanee Children’s Center Ladybug Class visited All Saints’ Chapel on 
Feb. 6, 2025. Stephanie Yoder provided a tour of All Saints and an organ 
demonstration. Th e class of 4 and 5 years learned about music all week and 
were excited to hear all the sounds the organ makes.

Th e snake is a symbol of healing because it sheds its skin and emerges new. 
Th ank you to Marcus Murphy and the University of the South students for en-
tertaining students at Sewanee Elementary with a lion dance and answering 
questions about the Chinese New Year during our Friday morning assembly.

Lone Rock 
Stockade: 
Follow the 
Money to 

Today
by Leslie Lytle, Messenger Staff  

Writer
Post Civil War from 1883 to 

1896, the Lone Rock Stockade, 
known by locals as the Branch 
Prison, housed convicts leased from 
the Tennessee State Penitentiary by 
Tennessee Coal and Iron (TCI) to 
work in the Tracy City coal mines 
and coke ovens. Th e coke oven jobs, 
unarguably the worst tasks, went 
to the African American convicts 
who made up 70-90 percent of the 
prison population. Th e intense heat 
on the ridge where the convicts fed 
coal into the ovens below melted 
the soles of their shoes while they 
breathed the toxic fumes emit-
ted by the coke cooking process. 
With rations consisting of nothing 
but potatoes or grits, body lice so 
abundant 500 were found on a 
single shirt, four convicts housed 
in each seven square-foot wooden 
enclosure with two narrow wooden 
benches for beds, a wheelbarrow 
for waste that would overfl ow into 
the lake that was the drinking 
water supply, dysentery and other 
diseases common, and those shot 
attempting to fl ee, not surprisingly 
the annual mortality rate was 10 
percent. What gave birth to the 
Lone Rock stockade convict lease 
practice, why did it die, and did it? 
Follow the money. At the Feb. 8 
unveiling of the South Cumberland 
State Park Visitors Center exhibit, 
“Condemned to Labor: Convict 
Leasing and the Lone Rock Stock-
ade,” Dr. Tiff any Momon and Dr. 
Camille Westmont walked the 
brave back in time to examine the 
convict lease system and its role in 
shaping post-Civil War Tennessee.

Introducing the exhibit, Direc-
tor of Installations Rob Barret ob-
served, “Th e way we used to think 
about telling history in state parks 
was we didn’t want to make people 
sad, they were here for fun.” Th e 
Lone Rock exhibit departs from 
that norm. Momon, professor of 
Public History at the University 
of the South, assigned the task of 
crafting the exhibit to her class. 
The students’ original proposal 
far exceeded what the single wall 
allocated to the project could ac-
commodate. Momon hopes going 
forward the park will grant her 
more space for stepping out of 
bounds to tell the story of the com-
plex and harsh truth. Archaeologist 
Westmont, currently a professor at 
the University of Alabama, initi-
ated research on the stockade in 
2019 when teaching at Sewanee.

Westmont laid out a timeline of 
the circumstance that earned Tracy 
City a prison complex designed 
and built for the sole purpose of 
working prisoners at the coke ovens 
and in the mines, with the tower-
ing stockade as the central focal 
point. Pre-Civil War, the Sewanee 
Mining Company, which donated 
the land for the University, went 
bankrupt building the railroad 
line up the mountain from Cowan, 



2 • Friday, Feb. 14, 2025 • Th e Sewanee Mountain MESSENGER  

Published as a public service to the community since 1985, this newspaper 
is printed on Fridays, 47 times a year. Free of charge, copies are distributed 
to 100 locations, including businesses and post offi  ces across the Plateau. 

Th is publication is made possible by the patronage of our advertisers and by 
contributions from the University of the South (print production) and the 

Sewanee Community Chest.

418 St. Mary’s Lane, P.O. Box 296, Sewanee, TN 37375
Phone (931) 598-9949 | <news@sewaneemessenger.com>

All material in the Sewanee Mountain Messenger and on its website are copyrighted 
and may not be published or redistributed without written permission.

Kiki Beavers
editor/publisher
April Minkler
offi  ce manager

Emily Ricks
proofreader
Leslie Lytle
staff  writer 

Blythe Ford
staff  writer 

Janet Graham
publisher emerita
Laura Willis
editor/publisher emerita
Geraldine Hewitt Piccard
founder, editor/publisher 
emerita

SUBSCRIPTIONS $75 fi rst class

SERVING 
WHERE 
CALLED
Please keep the following 

individuals, their families and 
all those who are serving our 
country in your thoughts and 
prayers:

Blaze Cassidy Barry
Brandon Brawley

Justin Brawley
James Gregory Cowan

Mark Gallagher
Nathaniel P. Gallagher

Peter Green
Zachary Green

Jackson B. Guenther
Steven Tyler Jeff ery

Gabriel Lloyd
Waylon Case McBee 

Bailey Jackson McLean
Andrew Midgett

Jose D. Ramirez lll
Troy (Nick) Sepulveda

Zachary Sherrill
Allison Tucker
Nick Worley

If you know of others in 
our Mountain family who are 
serving our country, please 
give their names to American 
Legion and Auxiliary mem-
ber Shirley M. Lawson at 
<slawson@sewanee.edu>.

MESSENGER 
INFORMATION 

Phone: (931) 598-9949

Display Advertising
Deadline: Monday, 5 p.m.

<ads@sewaneemessenger.com>

News and Calendar
Deadline: Tuesday, 5 p.m.

Kiki Beavers
<news@sewaneemessenger.

com>

Classifi ed Advertising
Deadline: Wednesday, noon 

April Minkler
<classifi eds@sewanee 

messenger.com>

MESSENGER 
HOURS

Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday

9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Th ursday — Production Day

Closed
Friday — Circulation Day

Closed

Exempt Positions: Advance-
ment Offi  cer, University Relations; 
Airport Manager & Chief Instruc-
tor, Business Services-Sewanee 
Airport; Assistant Football Coach, 
Athletics; Associate University 
Registrar for Information Systems 
and Operations, Student Success; 
Athletic Trainer, Athletics; Digital 
Archivist, Archives and Special 
Collections, University Archives 
& Special Collections; Direc-
tor of Corporate and Functions 
Relations, Advancement; Energy 
Specialist, Facilities Management; 
Financial Aid Counselor/Senior 
Financial Aid Counselor, Financial 
Aid; Golf Course Superintendent-
Business Services, Golf Course; 
Manager of Engagement & Ad-
missions, SSMF, Sewanee Summer 
Music Festival. 

Non-Exempt Positions: Ac-
counting Administrator, Facilities 
Management Administration; 
Bean Master, Temporary, Finance 
&Treasurer Business Services; 
Campus Security Officer, On-
Call, Public Safety, Sewanee Police 
Department; Catering Logistics 
Coordinator, Sewanee Dining, 
Business Services, Sewanee Cater-
ing ; Catering Team Lead, Sewanee 
Catering; Child Care Provider-
Business Services, University Child 
Care; Childcare Provider (On-Call, 
Substitute), University Child Care 
Center; Digital Scholarship and 
Instruction Library, Information 
Literacy & Instructional Technol-
ogy; First Cook, Sewanee Dining, 
McClurg; FitWell Desk Attendant, 
Fitwell; FitWell Group Exercise 
Instructor, Flourishing Wellness 
Center; Forestry and Geology 

laboratory Coordinator, Earth and 
Environmental Systems; Ground-
skeeper, Facilities Management, 
Finance & Treasurer; On-Call 
Catering Attendant, Sewanee Din-
ing; On-Call, Equestrian Center 
Farm and Barn Hand, Athletics, 
Equestrian Center; Police Offi  cer 
(Full-Time 2 Positions Available), 
Sewanee Police Department; Police 
Offi  cer (Part-Time), Sewanee Police 
Department; Postal Worker, On-
Call, Business Services, Student 
Post Offi  ce; Second Cook, Sewanee 
Dining, McClurg; Sewanee Din-
ing Associate, Sewanee Dining, 
McClurg; Sewanee Shuttle Driv-
er, Sewanee Police Department; 
Th eorist-Composer, Tenure-Track, 
Music.

For more information call 
(931) 598-1381. Apply at <https://
jobs.sewanee.edu>.

University Job 
Opportunities

Letters to the Editor Policy
Letters to the editor are welcome at the Sewanee Mountain Mes-

senger and are a vital part of our community’s conversation. Letters 
need to be no longer than 250 words and 
may be edited for space and clarity. We 
make exceptions from time to time, but 
these are our general guidelines.

Letters and/or their author must have 
some relationship to our community. We 
do not accept letters on national topics from individuals who live 
outside our print circulation area. Please include your name, address 
and a daytime telephone number with your letter. You may mail 
it to us at Sewanee Mountain Messenger, P.O. Box 296, Sewanee, 
TN 37375, come by our offi  ce, 418 St. Mary’s Ln., or send your 
email to <news@sewaneemessenger.com>. — KB

Free Income Tax Prep 
Available

Th e IRS-certifi ed BetterFi and 
Sewanee Volunteer Income Tax 
Assistance (VITA) Program is 
processing and fi ling qualifying 
residents’ income taxes for its 11th 
year in a row. Th is year the students 
and volunteers are working with the 
University of the South, fi nancial 
nonprofi t BetterFi, and the South 
Cumberland Community Fund-
sponsored South Cumberland 
Plateau AmeriCorps Program.

Grundy residents will be able to 
sign up online to schedule appoint-
ments on Th ursdays at BetterFi in 
Coalmont (9933 State Route 56) at 
<www.betterfi .co/vita>. 

Other tax sessions will be of-
fered at partner sites – fi lers should 
contact the site to sign up for an 
appointment time slot. Th e cur-
rent schedule is as follows: Coff ee-
Lannom Library (931) 455-2460, 
Saturday, March 22, 11 a.m. to 
3 p.m.; Manchester Library (931) 
723-5143, Saturday, Feb. 15, 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. and Monday, March 
3, 9 a.m. to noon; Franklin County 
Senior Center (931) 967-9853, 
Monday, Feb. 24, 9 a.m. to noon 
and Monday, March 24, 9 a.m. to 
noon. A session will also be at the 
Sewanee Senior Center Th ursday, 
Feb. 20, 4–7 p.m. but sign-ups 

must be done in person.
Any resident who makes less 

than $67,000 a year, is disabled, 
or is elderly qualifi es for a free tax 
return.

Please note that unfortunately 
the volunteers will be unable to 
assist with 1099-Bs.

Each resident interested in fi ling 
must bring proof of identifica-
tion (a photo ID), social security 
cards (if fi ling jointly with another 
person then bring both social se-
curity cards and both individuals 
must be present), wage and earn-
ing statements (W-2, 1099, etc.), 
dividend and interest statements (if 
this applies to the resident fi ling), 
birth dates of the resident(s) and 
dependent(s), and banking account 
and routing numbers for direct 
deposit (found on a blank check).

If a resident fi ling does not have 
a social security card, then he/
she must bring an IRS Individual 
Taxpayer Identifi cation Number 
(ITIN) assignment letter.

If your organization would like 
to host a tax session or if a fi ler can-
not make any of the tax sessions, 
please email BetterFi at <hello@
betterfi .co> and BetterFi will try 
to accommodate.

155 Hospital Road Suite I, Winchester.
www.winchesterpodiatry.com

931-968-9191

Winchester Podiatry

Letter
DONATIONS NEEDED FOR FRIENDS OF CANON GIDEON
To the Editor:

Th e rate at which Donald Trump’s Executive Order has stopped HIV 
service delivery in Uganda, and eliminated prevention education and 
antiviral treatment for HIV+ clients, is stunning. In spite of court pres-
sure to pause the sudden illegal freeze on USAID and PEPFAR funds, 
permanent damage may already have been done. Disbursement of funds 
appropriated by Congress has not resumed. Uganda has worked toward 
eliminating HIV/AIDS by 2030, but without treatment, the virus will 
replicate exponentially, and those with undetectable viral loads will again 
become infectious and will die. Treatment of women during pregnancy 
and birth had for many years prevented babies from being born HIV+. 
Without medication, infected mothers will have infected babies. Th e life 
expectancy for positive babies is about two years.

From Canon Gideon Byamugisha, we learn that 70 percent of doctors, 
lab technicians, pharmacists, and social workers have been sent home. 
Clinical trials are stopped. Stocks of medications and expected funds 
have not arrived. Gideon has participated in press conferences and met 
with the Parliamentary HIV Committee, tasking the government to 
fully take up treatment and prevention services. 

At Hope Institute, which the Sewanee community has so graciously 
supported for 10 years, administrators have been cut from six to three 
and vocational courses from eight to fi ve. Local organizations have 
stopped sponsoring students, so attendance is very low. Whether the 
challenge is to keep the school afl oat till support and sponsorship re-
sume … or to reinvent the school in some way that it can exist without 
international aid, donations are urgently needed. Friends may donate 
by Venmo (FOCAGIFO-UG-USA) or send a check to FOCAGIFO, 
PO Box 213, Sewanee TN 37375. Th ere is no middle man. All dona-
tions are tax-deductible and will go straight to Gideon’s account and be 
profoundly appreciated.

Sally Hubbard, Sewanee

RICHARD CANDLER
Sewanee, TN

rocandler@gmail.com
678-876-0130 
candlerpiano.com

TUNING,  CLEANING,  REPAIR
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Coff ee with the Coach

Coffee with the Coach, an 
opportunity to learn more about 
Sewanee’s sports teams, will 
livestream the meeting at 9 a.m., 
Tuesday, Feb. 18, with Carrie Aus-
tin, Assistant Director of Athletics. 
Th e livestream will be available at 
<sewaneetigers.com/watch>. Th e 
meeting will also be in-person at 
the Blue Chair.

EQB Club

Th e Ecce Quam Bonum Club 
will meet on Wednesday, February 
19, 2025, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m.  A social half-hour begins at 
11:30 followed by a really good 
lunch at noon.  Then, at about 
12:25 p.m., we will really be for-
tunate to hear a Lead (talk) given 
by everyone’s friend, the retired 
Physics professor, Dr. Francis X. 
Hart.  Dr. Hart received his Ph.D. 
in Physics from Syracuse in 1967, 
came to Sewanee shortly thereafter 
and was a leader in the Physics 
Department until his retirement in 
2013.  Since then, he has continued 
very sophisticated research.  Frank 
asks us the question:  “What will 
the weather be like in 2030 ... fi ve 
years from now?”  Honestly, it’s 
hard to predict the weather for 
tomorrow, but Dr. Hart is going to 
give us real insights into “Th e Cli-
mate in 2030.”  He has promised 
to speak on very layman’s terms.

Members are asked to contact 
Susan Horton C’73, Membership 
Coordinator, at <sshorton22151@
aol.com> for a luncheon reserva-
tion ($19/lunch).  Non-members 
or prospective members are always 
welcome to come at 12:25 p.m. to 
hear the presentation.   

Town of Monteagle

Th ere will be a Workshop of the 
City Council at 9 a.m., Tuesday, 
Feb. 18.

Th ere will be a Public Hearing 
on Ordinance 01-25 and 02-25 
Rate Increases at 4:30 p.m., Mon-
day, Feb.  24, 2025. Th e regular 
City Council meeting will follow 
at 5 p.m.

Sewanee Utility District

The Sewanee Utility District 
of Franklin and Marion Counties 
Board of Commissioners is sched-
uled to meet at 5 p.m., Tuesday, 
Feb. 18, at the utility office on 
Sherwood Road. If a customer is 
unable to attend but wishes to bring 
a matter to the board, call (931) 
598-5611, visit the offi  ce, or call a 
board member. Th e board mem-
bers are Johnny Hughes, Chris 
McBee, Donnie McBee, Charlie 
Smith, and Clay Yeatman.

Franklin County 
Commission

The Franklin County Board 
of Commissioners is scheduled to 
meet at 6 p.m., Tuesday, Feb. 18, at 
the Franklin County Courthouse.

Monteagle-Sewanee 
Rotary Club

Th e Monteagle-Sewanee Rotary 
Club is scheduled to meet at 8 a.m., 

Th ursday, Feb. 20, at St. Mary’s 
Sewanee, with Wall Woff ord, Ex-
ecutive Director of Folks at Home.

Cowan Commercial and 
Community Club Meeting

Area residents and business 
owners are invited to attend the 
next meeting of Cowan Com-
mercial and Community Club on 
Monday, Feb. 24, at 5:30 p.m.  Th is 
meeting will gather in the Com-
munity Room at Cowan Center for 
the Arts, 300 Montgomery Street 
in Cowan.

Sewanee Civic Association

The Sewanee Civic Associa-
tion will meet at 6 p.m., Monday, 
March 3, in Kennerly Hall, St. 
Mark and St. Paul. Social time with 
wine begins at 5:30 p.m., followed 
by dinner and a brief business 
meeting.   Th e program will be 
given by Ned Murray, Executive 
Director of the Friends of the South 
Cumberland State Parks. Reserva-
tions are due by Friday, Feb. 21, via 
email <sewaneecommunitychest@
gmail.com>.

Th is year, the SCA is celebrat-
ing 116 years of social and service 
opportunities for the community. 
Th e SCA is the sponsoring organi-
zation for the Sewanee Classifi eds, 
Treasures for the Chest, and the 
Sewanee Community Chest. Any 
adult who resides in the area and 
shares concerns of the community 
is invited to participate and become 
a member. For more information 
go to  <https://sewaneecivic.org>.

Annual Meeting of Cowan 
Railroad Museum

Cowan Railroad Museum, Inc., 
will hold a membership meeting on 
Th ursday, March 20, 2025 at the 
Franklin House / Firefl y Gallery, 
108 E. Cumberland St., in Cowan.  
Th e doors will open at 5:30 p.m. 
and the meeting will call to order 
at 6 p.m.  Th e purpose of the meet-
ing is to review the previous year, 
set goals for the current year, and 
vote on an annual budget.  Th e 
members will also elect a board of 
directors to serve a new two-year 
term.  Payment of dues or lifetime 
membership status is required to 
attend, participate, and vote.  For 
more information, leave a message 
at (931) 967-3078.

Sewanee Community 
Council

Th e next meeting of the Com-
munity Council is scheduled for 
Monday, March 24, 2025, at 7 
p.m. Th ere will not be a meeting 
in February.

Upcoming Meetings

Black History Month 
Celebration

Please join the Mt. Sinai M.B. Church for a Black History Month 
celebration. “Our Black is Beautiful” will be from 5–7 p.m., Saturday, 
Feb. 15, at the church, 134 Walnut St., Cowan.

Guest speaker will be LaNetra McLemore on “100 Years of Black 
Franklin County.” Th ere will be an excerpt from the play “Weusi.”

Calendars, $20, will be available for purchase. Th ere will also be 
booklets available for purchase, $50 each.

Contact Sandra Brown at (931) 636-4854 if you have any questions. 

Eric Shull, D.C.
1045 W. Main St., Suite D-3  

Monteagle, TN (At the Country Mart)

931-924-4869

Kurt Shull, D.C.
1025 S. College St.  

Winchester, TN
931-967-4232

www.shullchiropractic.com

Chiropractic For All Ages • Spinal Decompression • Dry Needling • Infrared Therapy

SCRLT Annual Bluebell 
Island Ramble

Are you interested in the unique wildfl owers and botanical variety 
of the South Cumberland Plateau bioregion? Th e South Cumberland 
Regional Land Trust (SCRLT) invites you to our annual Bluebell Is-
land Ramble at 10 a.m., Saturday, March 22, and running until about 
noon. Bluebell Island was SCRLT's fi rst conservation initiative in the 
late 1990s and protects the unique habitat on Bluebell Island in the Elk 
River, home to trilliums, bluebells, and many other species of wildfl ower 
endemic to our area.

Accessing Bluebell Island requires a stream crossing over a temporary 
bridge and about a 1 mile round trip walk on a fl at, but unimproved, 
trail along the Elk River. Please don't let concerns about access deter you. 
We'll have several volunteers on hand to assist, we'll do everything we can 
to help you get across the bridge, and there are many of the same fl owers 
along the riverbank to enjoy even if the stream crossing is not possible.

Meet and park alongside the driveway at 13811 David Crockett Pkwy. 
E, Decherd, adjacent to the Elk River. Th is location is about 1 mile 
southwest on Hwy 64 from the Interstate 24 Pelham exit. Th e “E” in 
the 13811 David Crockett Pkwy. E address is very important with GPS 
devices. Weather does sometimes impact this event in terms of the water 
level of the river. Should the island be inaccessible that morning due to 
high water, the event will go on and SCRLT will post notices on Sewanee 
Classifi eds along with our Instagram (@southcumberlandlandtrust) and 
Facebook pages. You can contact SCRLT at <hello@scrlt.org>.

Locating 
Slavery’s 
Legacies

Th e February program meeting 
of the Franklin County Historical 
Society will be at 2 p.m., Sunday, 
Feb. 16, at the Franklin County Li-
brary, 105 S. Porter St., Winchester. 
Dr. Woody Register, Professor of 
American History at the University 
of the South, will present a program 
on the Roberson Project’s database 
on “Locating Slavery’s Legacies.”

Th e database includes memori-
als categorized by type, context, 
era and status. It also includes 
memorialized persons categorized 
by organization and how the per-
son is connected to the Legacies of 
American Slavery database. Th ese 
connections include, but are not 
limited to persons for and against 
the Civil Rights Movement and 
enslavers of persons of African de-
scent. For more information go to  
<https://robersonproject.sewanee.
edu/>. Annual Presidents’ Day 

Spelling Bee
Th e Franklin County Democratic Party invites you to a night of food, 

fun, and friendly competition on  Presidents’ Day, at 5:30 p.m., Mon-
day, Feb. 17, at the Sewanee Senior Citizen’s Center, 39 Ball Park Road.  
Enjoy an all-you-can-eat soup/salad/sandwich buff et.  Enter your child 
to win a $50 cash prize in one of two Spelling Bees. Adults can enter the 
American History Bee to win dinner for two at Judith. Spelling lists will 
be age-appropriate. Fifth-graders will be spelling from a fi fth grade list, 
while fi rst graders will be spelling from a fi rst grade list.  Registration 
will take place the night of the contest.  For more information, please 
contact Helen Stapleton at <hfstaple@yahoo.com>.

Housing Sewanee Accepting 
Resident Applications

Housing Sewanee (HSI) is accepting applications for a resident for 
the newest Housing Sewanee home at Sherwood Spring on Sherwood 
Road. HSI selects potential homeowners whose fi nancial situation makes 
home ownership otherwise diffi  cult or impossible.  

Founded in 1993, Housing Sewanee has built more than 20 homes 
in the Sewanee area, providing aff ordable housing for qualifi ed com-
munity residents. Construction of these homes comes from community 
volunteers and construction costs are covered by fundraising and com-
munity grants including the Sewanee Community Chest and the South 
Cumberland Community Fund.  

Applications are available through the end of February, and can be 
found and submitted at the Housing Sewanee website at <www.hous-
ingsewaneeinc.com>. Applications are reviewed by the application com-
mittee and a new client is selected by the HSI board. A client is selected 
based on the application, displayed needs, and the proven ability to meet 
home ownership costs. 

Applications will be reviewed as received until a new resident is 
selected.  For more information, please contact Rob Matlock at <rmat-
lockconstr@gmail.com>.  

Resilience in 
Turbulent 

Times 
Workshop

A free workshop called "Re-
silience in Turbulent Times" will 
be off ered on from 1–5:30 p.m., 
Saturday, Feb.  22, at the Sewanee 
Community Center. It’s open to 
anyone in our community.

Th is workshop will off er a range 
of activities to take care of ourselves 
and each other through diffi  cult 
and unpredictable times. Th e work-
shop is being organized by Sherry 
Hamby and Alexis Miniat.

Many people have had to learn 
how to manage ongoing traumatic 
circumstances. 

Th is workshop will off er a com-
bination of activities, such as mind-
fulness, to help reduce the wear 
and tear on our bodies caused by 
chronic stress.

We will also off er opportunities 
to share our stories about the im-
pact of current events and engage 
in collective action. Several people 
from the community will help 
facilitate (more details coming).

Food will be served.
Th ere’s no charge to attend, but 

donations to help cover the costs 
of food and supplies are much ap-
preciated.

Sign up here: <https://tinyurl.
com/4sszevcz>. Questions? Email 
<sherry.hamby@gmail.com>.
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Church Calendar
Abundant Life Assembly of God, Cowan
 10:30 a.m. Worship, Sunday
All Saints’ Chapel
 8 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I, Sunday
 11 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Sunday
Bible Baptist Church, Monteagle 
 10 a.m. Worship Service, Sunday
 5:30 p.m. Evening Service, Sunday
 5:30 p.m.  Evening Worship, Wednesday
Calvary Baptist Church, Winchester
 10 a.m. Sunday School
 11 a.m. Worship Service, Sunday
 4 p.m.  Evening Worship, Sunday
 7 p.m. Prayer Meeting, Wednesday
Chapman Chapel Church of the 
Nazarene, Pelham
 9:30 a.m. Sunday School, Sunday
 10:45 a.m. Morning Worship, Sunday
 6 p.m. Evening Worship, Sunday
 7 p.m. Bible study, Wednesday
Christ Church Monteagle
 10:45 a.m. Holy Communion, Sunday
Christ Church, Tracy City
 10 a.m. Bible Study, Sunday
 11 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Sunday
Christ the King Anglican Church, Decherd 
 9 a.m. Sunday Service, Sunday
 6:30 p.m. Healing/prayer service 
City Light Church, Monteagle
 10:45 a.m. Worship Service, Sunday
Cowan Fellowship Church
 11 a.m. Worship Service, Sunday
Cumberland Presbyterian Church, Cowan
 11 a.m. Worship, Sunday
Cumberland Presbyterian Church, Monteagle
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School, Sunday
 11 a.m. Worship Service, Sunday
Cumberland Presbyterian Church, Sewanee
 9 a.m. Worship Service, Sunday
 10 a.m. Sunday School, Sunday
Decherd Presbyterian Church
 11 a.m. Worship (Sunday)
Decherd United Methodist Church
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School, Sunday
 10:50 a.m. Worship Service, Sunday
Epiphany Mission, Sherwood
 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II, Sunday
First Baptist Church, Cowan
 9:15 a.m. Sunday School, Sunday
 10:25 a.m. Worship, Sunday
First Church of the Nazarene, Cowan
 11 a.m. Worship Service, Sunday
Good Shepherd Catholic Church, Decherd
 5 p.m. Mass, Saturday
 10:30 a.m. Mass, Sunday
 12:30 p.m. Spanish Mass, Sunday
Goshen C. P. Church, Winchester
 11 a.m. Worship Service, Sunday
Grace Fellowship Church
 10:30 a.m. Sunday School/Worship Service
Harrison Chapel Methodist Church, Midway
 10 a.m. Sunday School
 11 a.m. Sunday Morning Service
 5 p.m. Sunday Evening Service
Highpointe Apostolic Church, Monteagle
 10 a.m. Sunday School, Sunday
 11 a.m. Worship, Sunday
 7 p.m. Worship, Wednesday
Hobbs Hill Community Church, Tracy City
 10 a.m. Sunday School, Sunday
 11 a.m. Morning Service, Sunday
 5 p.m. Evening Service, Sunday
 6 p.m. Evening Service, Wednesday
Marble Plains Baptist Church, Winchester
 9:30 a.m. Sunday School, Sunday
 10:30 a.m. Morning Service, Sunday
 5 p.m. Evening Service, Sunday
 6 p.m. Mid-week Service, Wednesday 

Midway Baptist Church
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School, Sunday
 10:45 a.m. Morning Service, Sunday
 6 p.m. Evening Service, Sunday
 6 p.m. Bible Study, Wednesday
Midway Church of Christ
 10 a.m. Bible Study, Sunday
 11 a.m. Morning Service, Sunday
 6 p.m. Evening Service, Sunday
Monteagle Church of Christ
 11 a.m. Morning Service, Sunday
 6 p.m. Bible Study, Wednesday
Monteagle First Baptist Church
 11 a.m. Worship Service, Sunday
 6 p.m. Bible Study, Wednesday
Monteagle Seventh-day Adventist Church
 10 a.m.  Bible Study, Saturday
 11 a.m.  Worship, Saturday
 7 p.m.  Prayer and Study, Tuesday 
Morton Memorial United Methodist, Mon-
teagle
Service available online after noon Sunday, link is 
at <https://www.mortonmemorialumc.com> on FB
 10 a.m. Sunday School, until 10:45 a.m.
 11 a.m. Worship Service, Sunday
Mountain of God Tabernacle, Monteagle
Online worship services. Call (931) 924-5339 or 
go to <https://www.tdworldministries.org>
 11 a.m. Worship Service, Sunday
 6 p.m. Prayer Service, Wednesday
New Creations Ministries, Rayburn Chapel
 4 p.m. Prayer Meeting, Sunday
New Hope Church of God in Christ, Cowan
 11 a.m. Sunday Service, Sunday
 6 p.m. Sunday Service, Sunday
Pelham United Methodist Church
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School, Sunday
 11 a.m. Worship Service, Sunday
St. Agnes’ Episcopal Church, Cowan
 11 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Sunday
St. James-Midway Episcopal Church
 9 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Sunday
St. Margaret Mary Catholic Church, Alto
 8 a.m. Mass, Sunday
St. Mark & St. Paul
 8:30 a.m. Nursery, basement of Kennerly Hall 

(Sewanee Children’s Center), Sunday
 8:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Sunday
 9:45 a.m. Godly Play
 9:45 a.m. Youth Sunday School
 9:45 a.m. Sunday Forum
 11 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Sunday, livestream 

Facebook 
St. Mary’s Sewanee Retreat Center
 4 p.m. Centering Prayer Group, Th ursday
Sewanee Church of God
 10 a.m. Worship Service, Sunday
Sewanee Zen, Stone Nest Dojo
 7 a.m. Zazen, Tuesday-Th ursday
 10 a.m. Zazen and Ceremony, Sunday
Sisters of St. Mary Convent Chapel
 7 a.m. Morning Prayer, Tuesday–Friday
 5 p.m. Evening Prayer, Tuesday–Friday
 7:30 a.m.  Morning Prayer, Saturday
 5 p.m. Evensong, Saturday
 8 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Sunday
 5 p.m. Evensong, Sunday
Tracy City First Baptist Church 
 10:45 a.m. Morning Worship, Sunday
Trinity Episcopal Church, Winchester
 10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Sunday
 12:30 p.m. Lectionary Bible Study, Tuesday
Unitarian Universalist Church, Tullahoma
 10 a.m. Service, Sunday
Valley Home Community Church, Pelham
 10 a.m.  Sunday School
 11 a.m.  Morning Service, Sunday

Church News
All Saints’ Chapel

Sundays during the Academic 
Year, services at All Saints’ Chapel 
will be at 8 a.m., Holy Eucharist, 
Rite I  and  11 a.m., Holy Eucharist, 
Rite II.

Th e University Choir and All 
Saints’ Chapel invite everyone to 
Choral Evensong, a refl ective ser-
vice of music, prayer, and scripture, 
at 4 p.m., Sunday, Feb. 16. Th e ser-
vice will be sung by the 70-member 
University Choir under the direc-
tion of Organist and Choirmaster 
Dr. Geoffrey Harris Ward and 
accompanied by Stephanie Yoder, 
Assistant Organist.

Christ Church
Th is Sunday is the beginning 

of the little season of Pre-Lent in 
the older church calendars. Th ey 
have Latin names although the edi-
tions of the historic editions of Th e 
Book of  Common Prayer are, as 
most people know, in English. Th e 
season begins with Septuagesima. 
It is translated “Seventy” although 
it is not literally the case that it is 
seventy days until Easter. Th e idea 
was that one can’t, or rather that 
one should not attempt to wake 
up on Ash Wednesday and “Hey, 
it is Lent.” Th e shifting of gears 
between the Seasons is an interest-
ing thing to some people and not so 
much to others. If you would like to 
learn more about the “Gesigimas” 
we want to be of use. In the mean-
time we hope you had a good and 
even happy Valentine’s Day!

Our Sunday service begins at 
10:45 a.m. (CST). We always have 
refreshments after the service.

Community Ash 
Wednesday Service at 

Cowan 1st Baptist
Th e churches of Cowan Minis-

terial Association will gather for a 
shared Ash Wednesday service on 
March 5, at 6 p.m., at Cowan First 
Baptist Church.  Rev. Ronnie Pit-
tenger will be the speaker and the 
host church will lead in music and 
song.  Ash Wednesday marks the 
beginning of Lent, a 40-day season 
of fasting and preparation that leads 
to the celebration of Easter Sunday.  
Cowan First Baptist is located at 
316 W. Cumberland St. in Cowan.  
All are invited to attend.  For more 
information log on to <www.cow-
anchurches.org>.

Morton Memorial United 
Methodist

“Like A Tree” is our sermon title 
for Sunday, Feb.  16, at Morton Me-
morial United Methodist Church.  
We will think about Psalm 1 and 
the image of a tree planted by water.  

An opportunity to be anointed 
with oil will be off ered at the end of 
the service. Th is ancient ritual is a 
tangible expression of the presence 
of Christ. We understand healing 
can happen in various ways, and 
that our greatest healing is spiritual.

Children are welcome at Mor-
ton! Th ey are invited to interact 
with our pastor during worship. 
Our children will explore the con-

cept of healing in All God’s Chil-
dren message. Following worship, 
children will have time together 
in activities with Ms. Margaret in 
Children’s Church. 

To learn more, accept this invi-
tation to worship at Morton Me-
morial United Methodist Church. 
Morton is located at 322 West 
Main Street in Monteagle and our 
service begins at 11 a.m. In addition 
to a thought-provoking message, 
you can look forward to inspira-
tional music. If you are unable to 
attend and want to sample worship 
at Morton, the service will be live 
streamed at Morton’s Facebook 
and YouTube pages and is avail-
able there in the week following 
the service.

Bishop of Tennessee 
Visiting St. Agnes’ in 

Cowan
St. Agnes’ Episcopal Church 

welcomes you to the Pastoral Visit 
of the Bishop of Tennessee on Sun-
day, Feb. 16, at 11 a.m.  Bishop 
John Bauerschmidt will lead the 
service and afterward will join the 
congregation for lunch in the parish 
hall.  St. Agnes’ is located at 105 
East England St., in Cowan.  For 
more information, leave a voicemail 
at (931) 636-6313.

St. James Episcopal
St. James celebrates Holy Eu-

charist every Sunday at 9 a.m. 
We gather after the service for 
conversation and coff ee. St. James 
is located at 898 Midway Road. All 
are welcome.

St. Mark and St. Paul
Th is Sunday the Holy Eucharist 

will be celebrated at 8:30 a.m. and 
11 a.m. Th e 11 a.m. service will be 
livestreamed on our Facebook page 
and remains available there.

Nursery Services: Infants and 
toddlers through three years old 
are invited to gather downstairs in 
Claiborne Hall. 

Godly Play continues this Sun-
day at 9:45 a.m. for children (3 
years old through 5th grade).

Youth Sunday School: Students 
in 6th-12th grade are invited to 
gather with friends upstairs in 
Brooks Hall for games, prayer, and 
Bible study with Paul and Andrea 
Richaud.

Th is week in Sunday Forum, 
Jim Peters will speak on birds in 
Tolkien literature. Peters is Profes-
sor of Philosophy and Coordina-
tor of Environmental Arts and 
Humanities at the University of 
the South. He holds a BA from 
Northern Illinois University and 
an MA and PhD from North-
western University. His areas of 
expertise are ancient and medieval 
philosophy, environmental ethics, 
and philosophical theology. Peters 
says he studies philosophy “because 
I think the love of wisdom is one 
of the greatest loves to experience 
in one’s life.”

Th e Sunday Forum meets 9:45-
10:45 a.m. each week in Kennerly 
Hall with coff ee and refreshments. 

Obituary
Willie Ruth Price

Willie Ruth Price, age 80 of Sewanee, died on Feb. 8, 2025, at Wood-
bury Health and Rehab. She was born on Feb. 11, 1944, in Sewanee, 
to William Woodrow and Mary Elizabeth Barnes. She was preceded in 
death by her parents; fi rst husband, Joe David Ward; second husband, 
Roy Haskell Price Jr., son Rocky Price; brothers, Raymond Barnes, 
Robert Barnes and Billy Barnes, and sisters Jean Price, Katherine Hall 
and Verna Sells.

She is survived by her children Gail Rothermund, Michael (Nancy) 
Ward, and Jason (Kristy) Price; sister Wanda (Jimmy) Smith, eight grand-
children, and fi ve great-grandchildren, and several nieces and nephews.

Graveside Services were on Feb. 11, 2025. at Eastern Star Cemetery 
with Brother Mike Johnson offi  ciating. For complete obituary go to 
<www.cumberlandfuneralhome.net>.

Forums are livestreamed and re-
corded on the church’s Facebook 
page.

Please join us at noon, Friday, 
Feb. 28, in Kennerly Hall, for the 
fi rst CAC Community Meal of the 
semester. Th e community meals are 
free lunches on the last Friday of 
each month hosted by the Univer-
sity of the South students working 
at CAC. We encourage you all to 
join us for our community meals 
and share in fellowship with one 
another. 

Mardi Gras: Let the good times 
roll for a New Orleans themed 
celebration in Kennerly Hall at 5 
p.m., Tuesday, March 4. Everyone 
and every age is welcome.

Rite-13: Rite-13 meets from 4-6 
p.m. in Brooks Hall. If you have 
any questions, please email Hilary 

<hbwchurch@gmail.com>.
Centering Prayer Groups: Th e 

Tuesday Centering Prayer group 
meets at 2:30 p.m. in the sanctu-
ary. Our Monday Centering Prayer 
group continues to meet at 7 p.m.

Adult Choir rehearsals are Sun-
days 12:15-1 p.m. Th e choir warms 
up at 10:30a.m. prior to the second 
service.

Children’s Choir rehearsal for 
grades K-5 takes place in Kennerly 
Hall Wednesdays at 2:45 p.m.. If 
you have questions email Wyatt 
Poe at: <music@stmarkstpaul.org>.

Lectionary Bible Study: Brooks 
Hall, Tuesdays at 3:30 p.m.

St. Mary’s Sewanee
Join instructors, Becca Impello 

and Kim Drye, for a weekend re-

treat at St. Mary’s Sewanee Spiri-
tual Development Center, March 
14-16, 2025. 

Beyond the Five Senses Retreat 
will take you through a sensory 
exploration, examining our deep 
connection to physical self and 
enhanced inward awareness. 

Becca and Kim own and oper-
ate HereNowYoga in Birmingham, 
Ala., and have been leading retreats 
for nearly a decade. Becca has also 
been a physical therapist for over 
20 years and combines her medi-
cal background with her yoga and 
meditation practices to help her 
clients reach optimum health and 
well-being.

To register, <www.stmarys-
sewanee.org>, (931) 598-5342 or 
<Reservations@stmaryssewanee.
org>.
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a public hazard or nuisance, the 
Sewanee Police Department MAY 
issue a warning or a citation to the 
owner of the dog. Additionally, 
Franklin County Animal Control 
MAY be called and the dog MAY 
be impounded ... An owner who 
is issued a citation for a dog run-
ning at large or for a dog creating a 
public nuisance or hazard MAY be 
subject to fi ne in accordance with 
Tennessee law.” [Note: capitaliza-
tion of the word “may” for purpose 
of emphasis.]

The new policy goes on to 
stress the victim’s responsibility. 
“Any person who is threatened 
or attacked should (1) inform the 
dog’s owner, if known; (2) notify 
the Sewanee Police Department; 
and/or (3) notify Franklin County 
Animal Control.” Go to <https://
new.sewanee.edu/offi  ces/universi-
ty-offi  ces/leases-and-community-
relations/forms/> for the policy.

What happens when Animal 
Control is contacted? When the 
owner is present, “We’ll give them 
an opportunity to get their dog 
under control,” said Offi  cer Rob-
ert Helton. “A lot of people don’t 
know there is a [state] leash law,” 
said Offi  cer Heather Snyder. “We’ll 
explain the law and give them a 
warning the fi rst time we’re called. 
If it keeps happening, we’ll give 
them a citation.” Animal Control 
will impound a stray or roaming 
dog when there is no owner present.

A citation means the dog owner 
has violated state law. Th e Sewanee 
Dog Policy was changed to “bring 
it in line with state law,” explained 
then Provost Nancy Berner when 
the Community Council voted 
to adopt the new policy in 2020. 
State law stipulates “a dog com-
mits an off ense if that dog goes 
uncontrolled by the owner upon 
the premises of another [with or 
without the owner being present] ... 
or goes uncontrolled by the owner 
upon a highway, public road, street 
or any other place open to the pub-
lic generally.” Violation is a misde-
meanor punishable by a fi ne if the 
dog does not cause serious bodily 
injury or death. Th e owner of a 
dog causing serious bodily injury 
or death is charged with a felony.

Th e lowest level of misdemeanor 
off ense, when there is no damage to 
property or bodily injury, is subject 
to a $50 fi ne, and most jurisdictions 
charge court costs of $300 or more 

even if the dog owner pays the fi ne 
prior to court.

Th ere is reason to believe the 
same dogs belonging to the same 
owners were responsible for several 
of the Sewanee incidents occurring 
on campus last fall and late sum-
mer. Subsequent reports, though, 
confi rm the dogs are usually con-
fined and on-leash when being 
walked, but not always.

In 2006 a woman walking in 
Decherd was attacked and killed 
by neighborhood dogs.

What do Sewanee residents 
who have been aggressed upon by 
dogs and threatened think is the 
solution?

“It’s hard to focus on a par-
ticular breed,” said one individual. 
“Th ey’re all dogs. And there’s no 
point in incriminating any particu-
lar dog owner. You can have a rule, 
but it’s going to have to be enforced. 
I’m not seeing the results.” He went 
on to recommend, “People need 
to contact the police, their council 
representative, and the institution.”

“Th e culture of the Sewanee dog 
has gotten rather old,” McCarter 
said. “It’s not quaint. Quaint is 
a dog friendly community when 
people take responsibility for their 
pets. And it’s not safe for the dogs. 
Th ey could be hit by cars or killed 
by coyotes.”

“Enforcing criminal law should 
come fi rst above University policy 
and Animal Control policy [of 
giving a warning],” Egerton main-
tained. In the on-campus incidents 
cited where police reports were 
fi led, there is no evidence of cita-
tions being issued.

Also signifi cant, in many of the 
cases that came to the Messenger’s 
attention, the police and animal 
control were not contacted. Animal 
Control picked up over 1,000 dogs 
in 2024. Th e shelter struggles with 

overcrowding, and dogs are some-
times euthanized. In Sewanee from 
mid-October 2024 to mid-January 
2025, Classifi eds posts cite 15 sepa-
rate instances of stray dogs on cam-
pus, one reported to have chased 
people. But Animal Control only 
received two calls from Sewanee in 
that same time frame “One was just 
a dog barking,” Snyder said. “In the 
other instance, the dog was back on 
its property when we got there, and 
the owner apologized profusely. 
Th ey said they had just moved to 
the area.” Sewanee police received 
two calls since mid-October, the 
student dog bite incidents.

Problem dogs rarely result in 
police involvement and especially 
when the owner is known. Egerton 
phoned the police when his dog 
was attacked but did not urge the 
police to take further action. His 
dog was not hurt, the attacking 
dog was leashed to begin with, 
and the owner was an elderly man 
who recently lost his wife. “I didn’t 
want to give him any more grief,” 
Egerton acknowledged. Th e trail 
runner aggressed upon by dogs 
with the owners present did not 
contact the police. There is no 
police report associated with the 
man attacked while cycling. (He 
declined to discuss the incident 
with the Messenger.) McCarter did 
not know who the dog belonged to 
when she was bitten. She contacted 
the police. Yet, she was reluctant 
to point a fi nger of blame when 
neighborhood dogs barked at her in 
her own yard. “It’s a tricky issue,” 
McCarter insisted. “People are ada-
mant on both sides. It’s not just the 
dog owners that are at fault. Th ere’s 
a culture of institutional allowance. 
But if a dog is involved in any kind 
of incident, there needs to be some 
kind of justice.”

Does Sewanee Have a Dog 
Issue?

by Leslie Lytle, Messenger Staff  Writer
Th is story begins with Brooks 

Egerton who, in early December 
in a casual encounter with an 
acquaintance, learned the person 
had recently been attacked by dogs 
below Morgan’s Steep and fended 
them off by using his bike as a 
weapon. Th e question that came 
to the fore in Egerton’s mind: how 
serious was the threat of aggressive 
dogs on campus? In April 2023, 
Egerton too had an encounter with 
an aggressive dog.

In Egerton’s case, he was walk-
ing his dog on a leash on Breakfi eld 
Road and a large dog on a leash 
broke away from its owner and 
attacked his much smaller dog. 
Egerton managed to separate the 
dogs without himself or his dog 
being seriously hurt. But that is 
not always the case. Police records 
since January 2023 include reports 
of a man bitten at the dog park 
(January 2023), a visiting student 
bitten in the face by a service dog at 
a football game (October 2023), a 
University student bitten by roam-
ing dogs on the Perimeter Trail 
(October 2024), and a student bit-
ten by a dog with a known owner 
at St. Mary’s (November 2024).

Incidents in the past several 
months not reported to the police 
also came to the Messenger’s at-
tention.

Patrick Dean, Mountain Goat 
Trail Executive Director, said a 
friend of his who was a trail run-
ner had twice been threatened by 
off -leash dogs on campus, once in 
the vicinity of the Dog Park and 
once at Lake Dimmick, despite 
the owners being present. On an-
other occasion, when cycling on the 
Perimeter Trail, Dean overheard 
someone shouting, “Get your dogs 
under control.”

University Classical Languages 
professor Stephanie McCarter said 
two dogs chased her 11-year-old son 
when he was riding his bike. Based 
on her son’s description, they were 
the same dogs that had been ter-
rorizing her neighborhood. “Last 
summer I was afraid to check my 
mail,” McCarter said. “It made me 
angry. Th e dogs barked at me when 
I was in my own yard.”

Fifteen years ago, McCarter had 
a far more serious encounter with a 
dog on campus. A fraternity house 
pet left behind when the fraternity 
brothers went home for break at-
tacked her. “I had lacerations on 
both my arms. Th e police offi  cer 
said if I hadn’t been wearing a 
windbreaker it would have been a 
lot worse.”

Since then the University dog 
policy has changed with a new 
policy adopted in September 2020. 
In May of 2017, David Coe ap-
pealed to the Community Council 
to address the issue of aggressive 
dogs. “I think it’s time we put 
teeth in the dog policy,” Coe said, 
recounting the experience of a lo-
cal resident harassed and bitten by 
unleashed dogs.

The policy in place in 2017 
stated “an owner must be within 
immediate sight and sound of his 
or her dog at all times” and the dog 
must be “under the owner’s control 
... An owner who is found not to 
have a dog under control is subject 
to a $15 fi ne for a fi rst off ense, a 
$50 fi ne for a second off ense, and 
$100 for a third and subsequent 
off enses. A fee of $25 per day will 
be charged when a dog is picked up 
and taken to the Sewanee pound ...  
dogs judged by the Sewanee Police 
to be a public nuisance or hazard 
... will be subject to a $100 fi ne for 
the fi rst off ense ...  A $250 fi ne will 
be charged for the second off ense, 
and the dog shall be removed from 
the Domain in the event of a third 
offense ... a dog that has made 
a vicious mauling attack or has 
engaged in a second biting off ense 
shall be removed from the Domain 
immediately ... Pit Bulls are not al-
lowed on the Domain.”

Th e opening statement of the 
policy adopted in 2020 is similar, 
“All dogs must be under obvious 
and eff ective control of their own-
ers ... Eff ective control means that 
a dog will respond to a command 
given by the owner.” But nearly all 
the consequences are prefaced by 
the word “may.” “Multiple warn-
ings or citations MAY result in 
referral to Franklin County Ani-
mal Control ... If a dog is causing 

mauzyh@gmail.com
hamptonmauzy.com

Hampton Mauzy
Class of 2011

Thankful to all 
my clients for 
allowing me to 
help buy and sell 
in my hometown!

A name you know and can trust for 
all your real estate needs!



6 • Friday, Feb. 14, 2025 • Th e Sewanee Mountain MESSENGER  

Speculation, 
Jane Austen’s 
Favorite Card 

Game
Friends of the Library of Se-

wanee: Th e University of the South 
and the Department of English 
invite you to attend an event fea-
turing Dr. Robin R. Bates, Profes-
sor Emeritus of English from St. 
Mary’s College of Maryland. Dr. 
Bates will discuss the importance 
of card playing in Jane Austen’s 
novels and will instruct attendees 
in how to play Speculation, one of 
the card games played in “Mans-
fi eld Park.” Th is event will be at 7 
p.m., Wednesday, Feb. 19, 2025, in 
Convocation Hall.

Dr. Bates has a PhD in 18th 
century British literature from 
Emory University and spent his 
career teaching British literature at 
St. Mary’s College of Maryland. In 
2018 he retired to Sewanee, where 
he grew up and where he has served 
as an occasional Visiting Professor 
of English.

Although the protagonist of 
“Mansfi eld Park” is no card player, 
Austen informs us that “it was im-
possible for Fanny not to feel herself 
mistress of the rules of the game in 
three minutes.” In other words, it 
is a very simple game, with Austen 
reporting in a letter, “I introduced 
Speculation, and it was so much 
approved that we hardly knew how 
to leave off .” Attendees who would 
rather watch than play, however, 
can do so. An English tea will be 
served during the card game and 
Jane Austen-themed prizes will be 
awarded to the winners. RSVP via 
email to <pcowan@sewanee.edu> 
for the event by Monday, Feb. 17,  
to determine the number of card 
tables needed.

More information about the 
Friends of the Library can be found 
at their website: <http://libguides.
sewanee.edu/FOL>. If you have 
questions about the talk or joining 
the Friends of the Library, please 
contact Penny Cowan at (931) 598-
1573 or <pcowan@sewanee.edu>.

Monteagle 
Authors Book 

Signing
Monteagle author Beth Riner 

will celebrate the release of her 
debut novel, “Odd Job Annie,” 
with a book signing from 1-3 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 15, at Wander Brew 
at 202 Main St., Monteagle.

Joining Riner for the event are 
two other local authors, Jim Boyn-
ton and Jim Smith, who also have 
new releases.

Boynton is the author of “Gen-
esis of a Nation of We the People,” 
a recent Amazon and New York 
Times bestseller which explores 
the ideals, mysteries, and power-
ful beliefs that built the nation, 
while Smith’s latest book “Crazy 
Buff et: Survival Pack” is the sixth 
anthology from an eclectic group of 
writers based out of Chattanooga.

Folks are welcome to stop by to 
get books signed, pick up books, 
and chat with the authors at the 
Feb. 15 event.

Beyond the Five Senses

WEEKEND RETREAT
AT ST. MARY’S SEWANEE

A Sensory Exploration

www.stmaryssewanee.org

931-598-5342
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SCCFAnnounces Grant 
Schedule and Kickoff  

Meetings
South Cumberland Community Fund (SCCF) kicks off  its grantmak-

ing year with community conversations  on Feb. 22, 24, and 25. “We 
are asking that any eligible organization seeking funding in 2025 send 
a representative to one of those meetings,” said Tom Sanders, executive 
director. In 2025, the Community Fund will make over $200,000 in 
grants in three competitive rounds with application deadlines, and in 
one noncompetitive grant round with no deadlines.

Eligible organizations include nonprofi ts, municipalities, public 
schools, and churches (for non-religious projects) in Grundy County 
and the plateau portions of Franklin and Marion counties. 

Meetings will be held on this schedule:
10 a.m., Feb. 22 — Grundy EMS, 90 Phipps St., Coalmont
noon, Feb. 24 — TN’s South Cumberland Tourism, 115 Depot St. 

Tracy City
5:30 p.m., Feb. 25 — Morton Memorial United Methodist Church, 

322 W. Main St. Monteagle
Send an email to <director@southcumberlandcommunityfund.org> 

to reserve your spot.
“In years past, the grant orientation meetings were a chance to go 

over our policies,” said Sanders. “We will still do a little of that, but we 
are really hoping that organizations will come with ideas they would 
like to discuss for funding. Th e meetings will be an opportunity for 
organizations to discuss their ideas with other partners, so they can get 
advice and also see possible ways to partner.” 

While the grant kickoff  meetings will focus on grant ideas, the Fund 
will also announce two new policies that will allow organizations to 
apply for more unrestricted funds than they have in the past. In addi-
tion, the Fund will announce new ways it can support applicants with 
training and services.

“We want this to be a powerful community conversation, so even if 
you think your organization might not be eligible for a grant this year, 
we hope you will attend,” said Sanders. “We have been thinking hard 
about how to make our grantmaking more reciprocal, and these meetings 
will be a good place to connect with us in a new way.” 

Westmont explained. Post Civil 
War, enterprising Arthur St. Clair 
Colyar seized on two opportuni-
ties: transforming the low-quality 
coal on the mountain into highly 
marketable coke by burning off  
the impurities and leasing convict 
labor.

Th e end of slavery resulted in a 
labor vacuum for southern planters. 
“We have accounts of how come 
harvest time the sheriff  would go 
out and start rounding up people 
[former slaves], charging them with 
loitering or vagrancy,” Westmont 
said. But that was just the tip of 
the iceberg in the practice of re-
enslaving African Americans. In 
1860 the Tennessee prison popula-
tion was less than 5 percent African 
American; by 1890 it was 75 per-
cent black. Backed by New York 
City investors rallied by Colyar, 
Sewanee Mining reemerged as 
Tennessee Coal and Iron with the 
Tracy City mining and coke oven 
operation a silver spoon in the 
mouth of the rich.

“Prior to the Civil War, there 
wasn’t much of anything up here,” 
Westmont observed. Leasing con-
victs to work Tracy City area mines 
began in 1871, with a new stockade 
built in 1883 to replace the Union 
army structure initially used to 
house convicts. To begin with, 
Colyar leased 300 convicts from 
the state. By 1890, TCI was leasing 
every convict in Tennessee, yielding 
the state revenue of $1 million per 
year. “In many Southern states rev-
enue from leasing prisoners made 
up a signifi cant portion of the state 
budget,” Westmont stressed.

By 1890, the stockade con-
structed to house 200 inmates, 
housed 666. African Americans 
were regarded as “not totally hu-
man,” Westmont insisted. It was 
believed African Americans “didn’t 
feel pain the same way white people 
did,” thus the rationale for tasking 
them with the grueling coke oven 
operations. Most were arrested for 
petty crimes. Th eft of a fence rail 
earned a man time at Lone Rock. 
Th e average age was 30. Financially, 
the system was far more cost eff ec-
tive than slavery. TCI did not have 
the expense of feeding and hous-
ing the laborers when they were 
children too young to work or too 
elderly and feeble to work. “Th ese 
prisoners, we don’t own them. If 
one dies, get another,” said a former 
enslaver praising the system.

TCI exploited the free miners, 
as well, by controlling not only the 
miners’ source of revenue and us-
ing convicts as strike breakers, but 
also by controlling how the miners 
spent their earnings. Th e mining 
company owned most of the local 

businesses. In 1892, the free min-
ers rebelled, burned the stockade, 
loaded the convicts on coal cars and 
sent them back to the Nashville 
penitentiary.

Th e Tracy City stockade burn-
ing trailed upon a wave of rebellions 
at other Tennessee coal mines. 
Known as the Coal Creek Wars, six 
stockades were burned in two years. 
Except in Tracy City, the convicts 
were set free, but not necessarily 
for humanitarian reasons. Th e $25 
bounty off ered for escapees proved 
the system’s downfall.

Th e bounties owed to those re-
turning escaped convicts soared to 
huge sums. “Tennessee is the only 
state in the South where convict 
leasing ended for fi nancial reasons,” 
Westmont pointed out. “TCI made 
it clear they would not pay the $25 
per prisoner bounty, and the state 
said, ‘We are done with this. We 
are losing money.’”

When Tennessee abolished con-
vict leasing in 1896, the convicts at 
the Lone Rock Stockade were sent 
to Brushy Mountain State Prison 
which had its own coal mining op-
eration. Th e practice of subjecting 
convict laborers to inhumane work-
ing conditions continues today in 
the meat and poultry industry, 
according to Westmont

TCI moved its center of opera-
tions to Birmingham and merged 
with U.S. Steel. Th e people of Tracy 
City were left with the fi nancial 
basis of their culture gone, a pol-
luted water supply, and extensive 
environmental damage. Local 
resident Travis Turner recalls when 
he was growing up “a layer of soot 
and coal dust still blanketed” some 
areas. “Tracy City never recovered,” 
Westmont said.

South Cumberland State Park 
hopes to receive a grant to maintain 
and refurbish the Lone Rock Stock-
ade coke ovens at Grundy Lakes. 
A longer-range plan envisions 
Grundy Lakes as a state historic 
park also highlighting Westmont’s 
excavation of the stockade site. 
Among the unanswered questions 
is where was the stockade grave-
yard? LiDAR investigation under 
Westmont’s direction failed to yield 
insight, but Westmont is hopeful 
more advanced imaging techniques 
will off er clues. Th e Lone Rock 
Stockade is a story of a horrifi c past 
with a future of a far diff erent kind. 
“We have the ability to understand 
what happened on the land under 
our feet,” Barret said, “to internal-
ize that to make decisions moving 
forward ... who was here before 
me, what were their lives like, and 
how did my community get to be 
what it was.”

Lone Rock (continued from page 1)

Coke ovens at Grundy Lakes in Tracy City
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All Makes & Models • Service Calls • 
Quality Parts 

ASE Master Certified Auto Technician • 
35 Years’ Experience

Tune-ups • Tires  • Tire Repair • Brakes • Steering 
• Oil Changes • Batteries • Computer Diagnostics

Open 9 to 5 M-F
(931) 598-5743 • 76 University Ave.

SEWANEE AUTO REPAIR
Complete Auto  & Truck Repair

A

Tune-ups • Tir
• Oil Changes 

Mahjong Players Wanted
Are you a Mahjong Player or do you want to learn how to play? Join 

us the fi rst and fourth Tuesdays  of the month at 1 p.m.  We meet at St. 
James Church located at 898 Midway Rd., Sewanee. 

SENIOR CENTER 
NEWS

Th e Sewanee Senior Center serves lunch at 11:30 a.m. Monday 
through Friday. Th e suggested donation is $5, regardless of your 
age. Please call 598-0771 by 9 a.m. to order lunch. Menus follow:

Monday, Feb. 17: Chicken strips, pinto beans, slaw, cornbread.
Tuesday, Feb. 18: Country-fried steak, gravy, mashed potatoes, 

broccoli+cheese, roll.
Wednesday, Feb. 19: Barbecue sandwich, potato salad, baked 

beans.
Th ursday, Feb. 20: Chicken spinach gnocci soup, garlic bread.
Friday, Feb. 21: Meatloaf, mashed potatoes, green beans, roll.
Menus may vary. For information call the center at (931) 598-

0771. 
Chair Exercise Class is 10:30–11:30 a.m., every Monday and 

Wednesday at the Community Center. Contact Susan Roberson 
at (516) 987-8440 for further information.

Th e Center is in need of kitchen volunteers, and regular and 
substitute drivers.

Th e Sewanee Senior Center does not charge any membership 
fee. All persons 50 or older who take part in any of the activities 
are considered members.

Kristy McAbee

Broker 
931.581.6163

kristy@
sewaneerealty.

com

Honesty. Expertise. Service. Value.

115 University Ave., Sewanee • 931.598.9200
www.SewaneeRealty.com • Realtors@SewaneeRealty.com

Broker 
931.636.4111

patsy@
sewaneerealty.

com

-

931.952.2468
marie@

sewaneerealty.
com

Broker 
865.599.4236

lynn@
sewaneerealty.

com

Broker 
931.581.2149
tabitha@

sewaneerealty.
com

Broker 
931.224.1935 

beth@
sewaneerealty.

com

Broker 
931.663.9892
morgan@

sewaneerealty.
com

Broker 
931.808.8948

dee@
sewaneerealty.

com

Meeks

615.971.0878 
samantha@
sewaneerealty.

com

333 West Main Street
Monteagle, TN 37356

(931) 924-3292 

Bonnie Nunley - Owner
Daily deliveries to Sewanee 

for more than 40 years.

Monteagle Florist

Valentine’s Day
Headquarters!

Down Home, Down the Street
754 West Main St., Monteagle 

(931) 924-3135
8 a.m. to 9 p.m. 7 days a week

ORGANIC, LOCAL FOODS

SUPPLEMENTS & TOILETRIES

GARDEN SUPPLIES

YARN & ACCESSORIES

ANTIQUES, JEWELRY, GIFTS

CALL FOR CURB SERVICE

Store open 10-6 daily
931-924-7400

Market & EmporiumMarket & Empoorrrriiiium
Mooney’s

Christ Church 
Observes 

Building’s 100 
Years

The congregation of Christ 
Church (Episcopal) in Tracy City 
will observe the 100th anniversary 
of its current building on Sunday, 
Feb. 16, said Beth Th omas, senior 
warden. Christ Church is the oldest 
continuously operating Episcopal 
church on the South Cumberland 
Plateau, she said. 

To commemorate the event, the 
Rev. David Goodpaster, Vicar, will 
celebrate the Holy Eucharist at 11 
a.m. in the church, followed by 
a potluck luncheon in the Father 
Adamz Memorial Parish House. 
Th e parish house has served as a fel-
lowship hall and community center 
since 1952. All current members, 
former members and the public 
are invited to attend. Please bring a 
dish to share.

Th e church began in 1868 when 
the Rt. Rev. Charles Todd Quin-
tard, Bishop of Tennessee and Vice-
Chancellor of the University of the 
South, conducted the fi rst service 
in a sawmill shed across from the 
railroad depot in Tracy City. Wor-
ship services continued there until a 
community structure, Temperance 
Hall, was built for people of all 
denominations.

In 1873, local Episcopalians 
erected their own church — the 
town’s fi rst — under the leadership 
of Milnor Jones, a student at the 
School of Th eology at Sewanee. He 
had the fi nancial backing of three 
widowed sisters. Jones was among 
countless Sewanee seminarians 
who trekked to Tracy City by train, 
horseback and on foot to conduct 
services at the mountain mission. 
In gratitude, church members fed 
and lodged them.

Th e Rev. Henry Easter arrived in 
1891. A master carver who served 
Christ Church until 1896, he left 
his mark by carving the altar in 
memory of his mother. He also 
created the bishop’s chair, priest’s 
chair and desk, lectern and com-
munion rail.

In 1925, a new church replaced 
the original one damaged severely 
by a storm. Miraculously, Father 
Easter’s hand-carved works survived 
the storm and were installed in the 
new structure.  Th ree inspirational 
stained glass windows were added 
above the altar. St. Margaret’s Guild 
raised the money to purchase the 
windows, while other windows, in-
cluding one by Tiff any, were gifts of 
several prominent church families. 

Christ Church welcomes all 
people and fosters a deep connec-
tion with God through worship, 
education, service, spiritual growth 
and community engagement.

ANGELWITH 
ANATTITUDE

by Virginia Craighill

Dear Angel,
I’m a parent, and I’m really concerned about this TikTok ban.  

How am I supposed to keep my kids diverted for hours while I work 
if they don’t have access to infi nite amounts of entertainment right 
at their fi ngertips?  How is a working parent supposed to replace 
Bella Poarch or the Cucumber Guy? And what about their own 
need to make endless dance videos or make-up tutorials and post 
them online?  What will they do with all that creative energy if 
they don’t have an immediate audience? How will they understand 
their own self-worth if they can’t see how many “views” they have?

Signed,
Concerned about a TikTok-less Future

Dear Concerned Parent,
Your worries may be remedied by reinstatement of TikTok, as 

promised by President Trump, who understands the country’s need 
to be distracted by mindless drivel perhaps better than anyone; 
indeed as I write this, TikTok is back, baby!

However, if it is banned again because the Chinese really are 
taking all your information in order to take over the United States 
and/or your brains, then, yes, you will need to do something to 
keep your children occupied while the world ends, so take this 
advice nonetheless.

After doing a shallow dive into the world of popular TikTok 
videos (not possible to do a deep one), it’s clear you will need to 
purchase a baby Pygmy hippopotamus.  No doubt your off spring 
spent many happy hours, like everyone else in the world, watching 
the adorable shenanigans of Moo Deng.  Although Pigmy hippo-
potami may not be easy to come by, and are probably diffi  cult to 
clean up after, you can charge your friends and neighbors to see the 
animal, thus making up for the cost of importing such a creature 
from West Africa.

While on the subject of TikTok animals, if you can’t aff ord im-
porting endangered species from the black market, you no doubt 
have chipmunks living somewhere near your backyard.  Capture 
one humanely, feed it an excessive amount of nuts, and create your 
own homemade version of the very popular “ChipmunksofTik-
Tok.”  Everyone will thank you, except the chipmunk.  If animals 
are not your thing, maybe learn the origins of the word “demure,” 
not from the dictionary, of course, but from Wordsmith and TikTok 
infl uencer Jools Lebron, or learn the stultifying lyrics to “M to the 
B” and sing it while making cute facial expressions.

If your children are creative types who want to make their own 
TikToks, just turn on a hot Spotify song and tell them to dance, 
but only for ten seconds, then put on another song and make them 
dance for the next ten seconds. Repeat 8,000 times or until they 
pass out from exhaustion, then go do your work. 

Certainly other signifi cant components of TikTok will be missed, 
such as cooking hacks and inaccurate news of the world.  While 
you can no longer fi nd the woman who accidentally deep-fried her 
phone or get the recipe of what the guy cooked for his girlfriend 
after fi nding out she cheated on him, you probably have some old 
cookbooks lying around that might come in handy when some 
other country decides to cut off  our internet completely. As for 
news, you can just check FaceBook, right? or even - dare I say it? 
– subscribe to an actual newspaper. 

And might I suggest introducing your kids to a library?
Best of luck in the New World,

Angel
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Support local. Shop local.

SES MENUS
Monday–Friday

Feb. 10-14
BREAKFAST

All reimbursable breakfast meals must include a minimum of 
three items with at least one being fruit or fruit juice. A variety of 
fruit, fruit juice & milk off ered daily. All entrees = 2 items. Every 
eff ort will be made to follow the published menu; however, last 
minute changes may be necessary. 

Monday, Feb. 17: No School.
Tuesday, Feb. 18: Cereal cup or meat biscuit.
Wednesday, Feb. 19: Cereal cup or breakfast pastry or bread.
Th ursday, Feb. 20: Cereal cup or sausage/pancake stick.
Friday,Feb. 21: Cereal cup or egg omelet.

LUNCH
All reimbursable meals must include a fruit or vegetable on the 

tray. Students may decline 2 of the 5 meal components – meat/
meat alternative; grain; fruit; vegetable; milk. Daily off erings may 
include Yogurt Fun Packs and/or PB&J Power Packs.

Monday, Feb. 17: No School.
Tuesday, Feb. 18: Lasagna, garlic biscuit, buttered corn, green 

beans, fruit, milk.
Wednesday, Feb. 19: Barbecue, hamburger bun, pinto beans, 

French fries, pickle spears, fruit, milk.
Th ursday, Feb. 20: Chicken fi llet, emoji waffl  es, veggie cup, 

wedges, fruit, milk.
Friday, Feb. 21: Calzone, marinara sauce, carrot dippers, buttered 

corns, fruit, milk, cookie.
For meal pricing, go to <https://franklincountytn.schoolinsites.

com/menus-mealpricing>.

Spring 
Classes at 

Cumberland 
Folk School
Th e Cumberland Folk School, 

located at Sequatchie Cove Farm, 
is a place to celebrate and com-
mune around traditional crafts and 
skills, off ering weekend workshops 
taught by skilled craftspeople.  Our 
classes are built upon the inherent 
connection between traditional 
skills, sustainable land manage-
ment, and farming to teach self-
reliance and the use of natural 
materials to create beautiful utili-
tarian objects. 

Check us out at <www.cum-
berlandfolkschool.com> for more 
information, detailed class list-
ings, and to sign up for upcoming 
classes.

Challah and Yeasted Breads, 
April 7; Learn to make Challah 
and the techniques used in mak-
ing yeasted, enriched bread that 
you can apply to other loaves like 
brioche, bilk buns or cinnamon 
rolls with Mallory Grimm Tubbs 
of LUNCH.

Shaker Box,  April 12; Learn 
Basic woodworking skills and 
build a Shaker Box.

Plant ID and Spring Wildfl ower 
Walk, April 13; Learn to identify 
our native spring wildfl owers and 
other plants growing in our region 
with Sewanee Herbarium’s Mary 
Priestley.

Birding by Ear Bird Walk-April 
27; Learn basic bird ID with a 
special emphasis on identifi cation 
by bird song with Richard Candler, 
Author of “Birding Sewanee.”

Closet Cleanout on Feb. 15
Th e Sewanee Children’s Center (SCC) is sponsoring an exchange of 

gently used clothing, books, and toys for kids aged 0-10. Th anks to the 
many generous donations, there will be lots of great things to buy for 
kids ages 0 to 10, at rock bottom prices. Th e sale will be from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m., Saturday, Feb. 15, in Kennerly Hall at the Parish of St. Mark 
and St. Paul, 215 University Ave., Sewanee. Ever wondered about SCC 
and whether it might be a good fi t for your child? Information on the 
Center will be available, and Director Sarah Stark will be on hand to 
answer any questions. 

Community Science Event
Th e Sewanee Chemistry Club is hosting a community science event 

for all ages. Th e Willy Wonka-themed chemistry demonstration show 
will take place at 6 p.m., Th ursday, Feb. 20, at Blackman Auditorium 
inside Woods Labs.

SCC Open House 
Th e Sewanee Children’s Center (SCC) is having an open house from 

9–11 a.m., Saturday, March 1. SCC is a cooperative preschool that pro-
vides developmentally appropriate teaching and learning for children 
ages two to fi ve years old in the preschool program and for children in 
kindergarten through third grade in the afterschool program. A summer 
program is also available for children ages three to nine. 

SCC provides an environment that uses the constructivist theory of 
learning to address children’s intellectual, emotional, physical, and social 
growth. Constructivist learning is based on children’s active participa-
tion in problem-solving and critical thinking in a learning activity that 
they fi nd relevant and engaging. Th ey are “constructing” their own 
knowledge by testing ideas and approaches based on their prior knowl-
edge and experience and applying these to a new situation that they 
then integrate with what they already know. SCC relies on a network 
of communication between the children, parents, and teachers to create 
a spirit of cooperation, collaboration and co-construction of knowledge 
to build a culture which respects childhood as a time to explore, create 
and be joyful. SCC strives to create a school environment that provides 
children with a sense of belonging in a world that is alive, welcoming 
and authentic. SCC wants all children to experience success, a feeling 
of self-worth, and a love for learning. 

If you are interested in learning more about the programs SCC off ers, 
meeting the teachers, and talking to currently enrolled families, please 
come to the open house on March 1. SCC is located at 216 University 
Avenue in Sewanee. Th e Sewanee Children’s Center is a nonprofi t 501(c)
(3) organization and is supported by the Parish of St. Mark & St. Paul 
and the Sewanee Community Chest. 

For more information, please visit the SCC website at <sewaneechild-
renscenter.org>, email at <sewaneechildrenscenter@gmail.com>, or call 
the Director, Sarah Ralston Stark, at (931) 598-5928.

The Webb School in Bell Buckle Named
‘Best Private Boarding School in Tennessee’
The Webb School, one of Tennessee’s

long-established private schools, is marking
its legacy as a leader in character-driven
education for grades 6-12. Nestled in the
idyllic town of Bell Buckle, TN, The Webb
School has shaped generations of students
since its founding in 1870 by renowned
educator Sawney Webb. The school remains
committed to providing a rigorous academic
curriculum infused with core values of
honor, integrity, and respect—principles that
guide its students as they prepare to become
leaders in an ever-changing world.

The Webb School in Bell Buckle, TN is in its 155th year of character-based education.

In December, Best in Review Magazine
named The Webb School as 2024's Best
Private Boarding School in Tennessee. The
publication cites these five key factors that
make The Webb School stand out amongst
its peers:

Exceptional Academics: Webb’s
curriculum is designed to challenge and
inspire students, as reflected in its 100%
college acceptance rate and A+ rating
from Niche’s 2025 Best Schools list.
Diversity and Inclusion: With students
representing 12 states and 25 countries,
and 40% identifying as students of color,
Webb offers a truly global learning
environment.
Breathtaking Campus: Located on 150
scenic acres in Bell Buckle, TN, Webb’s
campus features cutting-edge facilities and
outdoor classrooms that enhance the
learning experience.
Time-Honored Traditions: Programs like
Emerging Voices, W.I.L.D., and other
signature offerings teach students to find
their voice and develop confidence in both
academics and life.

Focus on Holistic Growth: Webb
balances academics, arts, and athletics—
the "Three As"—to ensure students grow
as well-rounded individuals.

The Webb School’s rigorous academic
program and impressive 9:1 student-
faculty ratio consistently produce
impressive outcomes, with graduates
often citing that they are well-prepared
for their next steps. Alumni often reflect
on how Webb’s emphasis on character
and academics shaped their personal and
professional lives.

Accolades and awards from Niche, Best
in Review Magazine, and Finding Schools
highlight Webb’s ability to deliver high-
tier education while maintaining its close-
knit, community-focused atmosphere.

Parents echo this sentiment, with one
noting, “The Webb School has provided
an atmosphere that has given my child the
ability to grow personally, academically,
and in sports. It’s a wonderful
environment for educating the next
generation.”

In the academic program, many
distinctives are heralded for developing
future leaders. The school offers 16
Advanced Placement courses in science,
math, history, world languages, English, and
more.

Webb’s Learning Center offers
differentiated learning opportunities and
extra support for students in their pursuits.

Unique elective offerings allow students
to pursue their passions, including robotics,
mock trial, and Model U.N.

"I came to Webb as an international
student from China, and the faculty, staff,
new friends, and teammates immediately
made me feel welcomed,” shared James Tian,
Class of 2009. “This sense of belonging,
coupled with Webb’s exceptional academic
atmosphere, has shaped my professional and
personal life ever since."

The school also has high achievements in
athletics, boasting multiple state champions
from 18 different sports. Students can
spread their wings through the fine arts
programs, including orchestra, choir,
pottery, piano, and theater.

Information about school open houses and campus tours are at: thewebbschool.com/visit

The Webb School builds on their long-standing tradition of leadership development for
6th-12th graders through academics, athletics, and the arts.

atmosphere, has shaped my profeff ssional and

Infoff rmation about school open houses and campus tours are at: thewebbschool.com/visit
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‘Spell, Time, Practice, 
American, Body’ at the UAG

Th e University Art Gallery is delighted to present “Spell, Time, 
Practice, American, Body” by acclaimed interdisciplinary artist and 
fi lmmaker RaMell Ross, on view in both the University Art Gallery 
and the Museum Gallery of William R. Laurie University Archives and 
Special Collections through March 30, 2025. 

Ross will speak about his work in Guerry Auditorium at 5 p.m.,  
March 20. Th e event is free and open to the public. 

In the University Art Gallery, visitors will encounter a selection of 
Ross’ large scale photographs from Hale County, Alabama, and a selec-
tion of sculpture from his “Earth, Dirt, Soil, Land and Propinquity” 
series.

Ross’ conceptual installation “Return to Origin” occupies the Mu-
seum Gallery of William R. Laurie University Archives and Special 
Collections, inviting visceral, imaginative, and empathetic engagement 
with history and its artifacts. 

RaMell Ross is an acclaimed interdisciplinary artist, associate profes-
sor of visual art, and Oscar-nominated fi lmmaker, recently awarded the 
New York Film Critics Circle Award for Best Director for his feature 
fi lm “Nickel Boys.” His other awards include an Aaron Siskind Foun-
dation Individual Photographer’s Fellowship, a Howard Foundation 
Fellowship, a USA Artist Fellowship, and a 2022 Solomon Fellowship 
at Harvard University. Ross’ documentary “Hale County Th is Morning, 
Th is Evening” won a Special Jury Award for Creative Vision at the 2018 
Sundance Film Festival and 2020 Peabody Award.

Ross’ work is represented in the collections of the Museum of Modern 
Art, New York, NY; the School of the Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, 
Ill.; the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts, Richmond, Va.; the High Mu-
seum of Art, Atlanta, Ga.; and the Ogden Museum of Southern Art, 
New Orleans, La., among others. 

Ross holds BA degrees in English and Sociology from Georgetown 
University, and an MFA from the Rhode Island School of Design. He 
teaches at Brown University in Rhode Island.

Th e University Art Gallery is open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Tuesday through 
Friday, and from noon to 4 p.m., Saturday and Sunday. Th e Museum 
Gallery is open from 1–5 p.m., Monday through Friday, and by appoint-
ment <archives@sewanee.edu>.

Lakeside
Collision

We Handle Insurance Claims
103 Mabee Ave., Monteagle TN 37356

Ph: 931.924.3316 | Cell: 931.235.3316 
Email: lakesidecollision00@gmail.com

“Done Right, the First Time”

(931) 598-0314  |  (931) 308-2512

Michael A. Barry
LAND SURVEYING 

& FORESTRY
ALL TYPES OF LAND SURVEYS
FORESTRY CONSULTING

Performing Arts Series 
Presents GRAMMY Award–

winning Vocal Ensemble 
Roomful of Teeth

Save the date! Th e Sewanee Performing Arts Series is thrilled to pres-
ent Roomful of Teeth, a groundbreaking vocal ensemble renowned for 
their innovative and boundary-pushing approach to contemporary choral 
music. Founded in 2009 by Brad Wells, Roomful of Teeth showcases the 
expressive limits of the human voice, incorporating an eclectic range of 
vocal techniques, from Western classical to belt, folk, yodeling, and throat 
singing. Most recently, they earned a 2024 GRAMMY for Best Chamber 
Music/Small Ensemble Performance with their album Rough Magic, and 
they tour nationally and internationally on stages from Bogotá to Bruges. 
Committed to the creation of new works, Roomful of Teeth made the 
original recording of member Caroline Shaw’s Partita for 8 Voices and 
catapulted her to the Pulitzer Prize for Music in 2013. Roomful of Teeth 
has continued to embrace the evolving nature of music by exploring the 
intersection of voice and technology, challenging conventional boundaries 
and reshaping the landscape of vocal performance.  

Th e concert will be at 7:30 p.m., Wednesday, March 19, in Guerry 
Auditorium, 68 Georgia Ave., Sewanee. Tickets are free for Sewanee 
students, faculty, and staff  with a Sewanee ID. General admission is 
$25 at <https://ssmf.sewanee.edu/tickets/>. Roomful of Teeth ensemble 
members will also work with Sewanee student composers and performers 
in a daytime educational session.

‘Humming Along / Here I 
Am for the First Time’

Th e Carlos Gallery in the Visual Art Building at the University of 
the South is pleased to present “Humming Along / Here I Am for the 
First Time,” an exhibition by artist Shane Ward. Th e exhibit will be on 
display through Feb. 27. An Artist talk and reception will be at 5 p.m., 
Th ursday, Feb. 27.

“Humming Along / Here I Am for the First Time” explores the in-
tersection of American military practices, the preservation of historical 
artifacts, and the complex dynamics of destruction and memory. Th ese 
sculptural works invite critical refl ection on the objects and symbols that 
defi ne national identity, power, and burial. 

A point of origin for the work can be traced back to a striking image 
seen in a NBC News segment covering the US military’s chaotic with-
drawal from Afghanistan in July of 2021. A turbulent scene of abandoned 
UH-60 Black Hawk helicopters, their motherboards destroyed but oth-
erwise intact, served as a catalyst for the artist’s material exploration. Th e 
helicopters, along with scattered equipment and crushed water bottles, 
embodied a disquieting symbol of both purpose and neglect.

Informed by these visuals, “Humming Along / Here I Am for the 
First Time” probes the paradox of how the US military invests end-
less resources in the manufacture, maintenance, and transport of its 
weaponry and vehicles, only to render them "inoperable" and abandon 
them in the aftermath. Th is abandonment contrasts with the meticu-
lous care taken to preserve national artifacts housed in the Smithsonian 
Institution’s ever-expanding X3D database. Th ese objects are preserved 
in exhaustive detail, safeguarding them for future generations. Yet, the 
artist notes, this preservation raises questions about the value we place 
on certain objects — and the democratization of access that undermines 
the originals. Ward meticulously documents the material composition 
of each object, allowing for viewers' own associations and identifi cations 
to inform the experience with the works.  

“I am interested in the tension between the obsessive care for objects 
in the Smithsonian archive and the willful destruction and abandonment 
of objects in a context of war, occupation, and sudden evacuation,” Ward 
states. By reproducing mutilated and discarded American objects from 
Afghanistan together with “invaluable” national artifacts, Ward disrupts 
the traditional narratives that uphold these selective acts of preservation 
and abandonment, highlighting the ethical and historical implications 
of such choices.

Shane Ward earned his BFA from the University of Kentucky and his 
MFA from the University of Chicago. Shane has exhibited work both 
nationally and internationally at venues such as the Museum of Con-
temporary Photography, the Hyde Park Art Center, and the Overgaden 
Museum of Contemporary Art. Shane has also participated in numerous 
artist residencies including the Bemis Center for Contemporary Art, 
NES Residency of Iceland, and the Elsewhere Artist Collaborative. He 
has taught sculpture for multiple institutions including the Paducah 
School of Art and Design, Whitman College, the School of the Art 
Institute of Chicago, the University of Chicago, and currently teaches 
at the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga. 

Th e Carlos Gallery Visual Art Building is located at 105 Kennerly 
Rd., Sewanee. Gallery hours are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday–Friday. Valentine’s 

Day Cookie 
Walk  in 
Cowan

Cowan Commercia l Club 
is sponsoring a Valentine’s Day 
Cookie Walk and Open House, 
noon to 6 p.m., Friday, Feb. 14. 
In addition to shopping for your 
sweetheart, the local shops will 
have refreshments available. Th ere 
will be live music, arts and crafts, 
and a poetry night at the Center for 
the Arts. Children may bring their 
decorated Valentine’s card box to 
win prizes for creativity.

Th e Politics 
of the Marvel 

Cinematic 
Universe

Please join Dr. Lilly Goren for 
her lecture as she discusses: what 
lessons are this entertainment jug-
gernaut teaching audiences about 
politics, society, power, gender, and 
inequality? Th e Politics of the Mar-
vel Cinematic Universe will be 4–5 
p.m., Th ursday, Feb. 20, in Naylor 
Auditorium.

Topics include:  how political 
issues are depicted in origin stories; 
depictions of government and 
power; the changing role of women 
from supporting characters to lead-
ing heroes.

Lilly J. Goren is professor of po-
litical science at Carroll University.

Arts Fishing 
Club at 

Shenanigans
Arts Fishing Club is a Nashville-

based indie-folk band known for 
their energetic live performances 
and heartfelt lyricism — blending 
elements of rock, folk, and indie 
music, often compared to bands 
like Mt. Joy and Wilderado. Th eir 
2023 album “Rothko Sky” fea-
tures songs like “Foster Falls” and 
“Arizona,” which explore emotional 
landscapes with evocative storytell-
ing and vibrant instrumentation.

AFC’s live show is where their 
magic is unchained. Th e concert 
will be 8–11 p.m., Wednesday, Feb. 
19, upstairs at Shenanigans.

Tickets are available at  <https://
www.eventbrite.com/>.
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University 
Choir Has 
a February 
Filled with 

Great Music
Th e month of February holds 

three opportunities to hear Se-
wanee’s 70-member University 
Choir in unique performances. At 
4 p.m., Sunday, Feb. 16, experience 
the beauty of choral evensong, a 
refl ective service of music, prayer, 
and scripture, in All Saints’ Chapel. 
Evensong provides a much-needed 
respite from the rush of daily life. 
Th e service is less than one hour 
and fi lled with glorious anthems, 
hymns, and psalms to soothe the 
soul and lift spirits including a 
spiritual by Moses Hogan and 
time-honored choral anthems and 
responses by Herbert Howells and 
Kenneth Leighton.

If you enjoy a short road trip 
with a delightful destination, 
make plans to go to St. George’s 
Episcopal Church, 4715 Hard-
ing Pike, in Nashville on Sunday, 
Feb. 23. Th e University Choir will 
join forces with the noted choir of 
St. George’s for an unforgettable 
choral evensong at 5 p.m. The 
musical service includes music of 
revered British composers Richard 
Ayleward, Herbert Howells, and 
Hubert Parry. It’s worth the drive 
if only to hear the famous anthem, 
“I was glad,” by Parry sung with 
large and excellent musical forces. 

On Friday, Feb. 28, at 7:30 p.m., 
Sewanee Symphony Orchestra 
and the University Choir present 
a concert showcase of Sewanee 
superstars under the direction of 
Mario Alejandro Torres, Music 
Director of the Sewanee Symphony 
Orchestra, and Geoffrey Harris 
Ward, University Organist and 
Choirmaster, in All Saints’ Chapel. 
Hear a world premiere composed 
by Sarah Rimkus and performed 
by cellist Kaitlyn Vest, thrilling 
opera arias by Purcell and Bizet 
sung by soprano Christina Vial 
Comer, and Vivaldi’s Double Cello 
Concerto in G minor.

All featured artists have Se-
wanee ties. Rimkus is professor of 
composition and music theory. Vest 
is instructor of cello. Vest is joined 
by her husband and cellist, Paul 
Vest, for the Vivaldi concerto. And 
Comer is a Sewanee alumna who 
has performed across the United 
States in solo recitals, symphonic 
concerts, and in leading opera roles. 

All events are free and open to 
the public.

Follow all the University Choir’s 
performances and activities on 
Facebook, Instagram, and You-
Tube @SewaneeChoir and visit 
our website: <www.sewanee.edu/
universitychoir>.

Monumental Futures: Truth-
Telling, Friendship, and 

Repairing the Legacies of a 
Louisiana Race Massacre

Th e Roberson Project has invited the Rev. Avery Hamilton and Dean 
Woods to come to Sewanee on Th ursday, Feb. 20, to tell their story of 
defying 150 years of lies and misinformation by telling the truth about 
a white vigilante militia’s massacre of more than 50 Black men in the 
town of Colfax, Louisiana, in 1873. Th e event will be at 7 p.m., in 
Convocation Hall.

For generations, most of the white people of Colfax and Louisiana as a 
whole have celebrated the suppression of the “Colfax Riot,” a violent event 
commemorated by a state historical marker on the courthouse grounds 
of Colfax. According to the reigning mythology, the white vigilantes put 
down a wild uprising by formerly enslaved men, restored social order, 
and helped end Reconstruction in Louisiana and eventually the rest of 
the South. More than two years ago, Hamilton, a direct descendant of 
the fi rst man murdered in the massacre, and Woods, a direct descendant 
of one of the vigilantes, joined forces to tell the truth about the event, 
working successfully to remove the historical marker and to replace it 
nearby with a new memorial honoring the Black men murdered that 
day. See their website <www.colfaxmemorial.org>.

We have invited them to campus to speak on the evening of Feb. 20 
in Convocation Hall about their individual and collective journeys as 
partners and friends, brought together by a determination to change the 
narrative about the massacre. Th eir journeys have been widely reported 
in the media, and a PBS documentary is currently in production. In 
addition, the Rev. Hamilton is a direct descendant of an enslaved family 
owned by Meredith Calhoun, who pledged $25,000 to the founding 
of the University of the South. His appearance is part of the Roberson 
Project’s eff ort to identify and open our ears to the descendants of the 
persons enslaved by Sewanee’s founders.

For more information about the Colfax Memorial please visit <col-
faxmemorial.org>.

Th is event is free and open to the public made possible, in part, by the 
generous support of Th e University Lectures Committee, Th e Depart-
ment of History, and All Saints’ Chapel. If you’d like to tune in via zoom, 
please use this link: <https://sewanee-edu.zoom.us/j/92724340707>.

Rituals and Relics of the 
Confederacy: How Sewanee 

Enshrines the Lost Cause
Please join members of Th e Roberson Project on Slavery, Race, and 

Reconciliation for a panel discussion on the various ways Sewanee is still 
honoring the legacy of the Confederacy (intentionally or unintention-
ally). Featuring a preview of two new archival databases the discussion 
will engage questions about what it means to enshrine vs. memorialize 
and how both impact the story and culture of life on the mountain. Th e 
panel discussion will be followed by an audience Q&A.

Th e discussion will be at 5 p.m., Wednesday, Feb. 26, in Naylor Au-
ditorium, inside Gailor Hall. To tune in remotely via zoom, please use 
this link: <https://sewanee-edu.zoom.us/j/93364199666>. Th is event is 
free and open to the public.

Nashville 
Opera OUT 

LOUD
Nashville Opera presents Opera 

OUT LOUD, a light and lively 
30-minute concert introducing the 
great operatic repertoire. Th e recital 
will be at 4 p.m., Monday, Feb. 
24, in Guerry Auditorium. Enjoy 
meeting four emerging professional 
opera singers as they bring to life 
the art form they love. After the 
performance, the Nashville Opera 
Artists will take questions from 
the audience and unpack what the 
life of an opera singer is like. Th is 
event is free and open to the public 
(all ages). 

‘Listen: We Are All 
Connected’

Join Electric Arcadia  from 1–5 p.m., Sunday, Feb. 23, for an explora-
tion of sound bathing featuring visiting artists Belly Full of Stars and Eve 
Maret (Nashville), with local  Infanta Silhouette (Linda Heck).   

Belly Full of Stars blends FM synths and textural vocals with granular 
sampling and modular processes. Eve Maret explores the possibilities of 
personal and communal healing through sound, color, and movement. 
Infanta Silhouette is Linda Heck’s fi eld recordings-based electronics 
practice.    

Pay what you can — $10 suggested donation. Th ere is street park-
ing- please contact us for assistance with closer access. Check our website 
<https://www.electricarcadia.org/>  for more information and last-minute 
updates.

Electric Arcadia, 874 Lake O’Donnell Road in Sewanee, is a music & 
art studio and retreat on the Cumberland Plateau fostering exploration, 
community, discovery and healing through creative practices. 

HOURS: Mon-Fri 8 am-4:30 pm  | Sat 8 am-noon | Closed Sun

1765 Decherd Blvd., 
Decherd, TN  

(931) 967-0020

Free estimates!

Replacement WindowsReplacement Windows

Measurements and Installation also available
Starting  @ $175

Refresh your home's 
look and save on  

energy bills!

Th e Babson Center 
Welcomes Entrepreneur Pat 

Morrell, C’07
Are you constantly thinking of ideas to solve problems? Pat Mor-

rell, co-founder and head of strategic growth at Aiwyn will share his 
entrepreneurial journey and the highs and lows that have come with 
taking risks, executing a plan, and working day and night to turn his 
vision into a success. 

Morrell is the Babson Center’s Humphreys Entrepreneur-in-Resi-
dence for the 2025 Easter semester. While on campus, he will meet with 
students and deliver a presentation, “How to Pre-Sell an Idea, and Other 
Entrepreneurial Advice,” at 4:30 p.m., Th ursday, Feb. 20, in the Torian 
Room, duPont Library. Th is visit is co-sponsored by the Babson Center 
for Global Commerce, the Department of Economics, the Department 
of Finance, and Tiger Student Ventures. 

Like most politic majors at the University, Morrell was eager to live 
in Washington, D.C., after graduation. His fi rst job was in sales for 
CEB, now Gartner, an information technology research and advisory 
company. As the 2008 Barack Obama Presidential Campaign geared 
up, he jumped on the opportunity to work as a fi eld operative. After 
two years in D.C., he was off ered a position at Th ree Ships, a startup 
in Raleigh. Th is role set him on a course to discover his true passion. 
Morrell said, “I loved the experience of going from a completely blank 
whiteboard to an actual business with products and customers. Th at 
zero-to-one experience was formative and exciting and freeing, and it’s 
what I’ve spent my career doing ever since.”

Pat expanded his knowledge of sales and business development when 
he joined Skookum and then Sealed Air Corporation. Working for 
founders gave him experience in marketing and strategic partnerships 
and a front-row seat to launching a business. He started and exited two 
diff erent ventures: FitzGerald Morrell, a men’s fashion eCommerce 
business, and Digitizez.AI, a company in the healthcare fi ntech sector. 
In 2020, he cofounded Aiwyn, a technology partner for over 160 ac-
counting fi rms that use AI solutions to enhance fi nancial operations.

During his time at Sewanee, Morrell was involved in Greek life, the 
Interfraternity Council, freshman orientation, and intramural sports. 
Being a proctor and juggling these activities gave him valuable leadership 
experience, interpersonal skills, and lessons in negotiation—important 
skills for an entrepreneurial venture! Knowing how to write persuasively 
and concisely was the most useful skill Morrell took from Sewanee. As he 
said, “Across fi ve diff erent startups, each with varying degrees of success 
across them, I’ve come to the conclusion that the ability to write a coher-
ent and compelling one-page memo is an entrepreneurial superpower.”

Join Pat Morrell to learn how to leverage an entrepreneurial mindset 
and turn your ideas into successful ventures. All are welcome.

Th e Humphreys Entrepreneur-in-Residence program is made pos-
sible by a gift from Debra and David Humphreys, C’79, and brings 
outstanding and innovative business leaders and entrepreneurs to the 
University to provide experiential perspectives to undergraduates. For 
more information about the Babson Center for Global Commerce, please 
visit: <babsoncgc.sewanee.edu>.

RESERVE AD SPACE.
Email <ads@sewaneemessenger.com>
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PUB & GRILL / PIZZA / DELI / CATERING

931-598-5774
CALL FOR TAKE-OUT OR DELIVERY

FIND YOUR HAPPY PLACE...AT SHENANIGANS

12595 Sollace M Freeman Hwy, Sewanee, TN
(on the corner of University Ave and 41A)

THE Sewanee institution

Women’s Tennis Sweeps 
Cumberland, 7-0 

Th e Tigers played another ex-
hibition on Feb. 7, as they sweep 
Cumberland in the Bruton Guerry 
Indoor Courts. 

Sewanee took the doubles point 
as the Tigers took 2-of-3 matches, 
Brooke Despriet and Ansley Car-
penter won at No. 1, 6-1 and 
Ivy Wilson and Emma Caldwell 
dropped just two games to win at 
No. 3 and take the doubles point. 

Despriet finished first as she 
posted a 6-4, 6-3 win at No. 2 
singles against Asya Tilsim Timur. 
Carpenter battled to win the fi rst 
set in a tie breaker, but did not drop 

another game for a 7-6 (4), 6-0 win 
at one. Livingston won another 
tight fi rst set in a breaker, 7-6 (8) 
and fi nished a straight set victory, 
6-4 to clinch the match. Wilson, 
at No.5 cruised, dropping just one 
game for a 6-1, 6-0 win. Mariella 
Congeni came away with another 
tight match at No. 4, 7-5, 7-6 (4), 
and Caldwell closed the match out 
with a 6-4, 6-1 win at six. 

Th e Tigers will open their season 
against No. 25 Grinnell next Friday 
scheduled after the men's match 
with a tentative start time of 3 p.m. 

Men’s Hoops Drops 91-80 
Decision to Berry

Tre Corrigan posted 25 points 
and Russ Marr and Fletcher Big-
ham each netted 15, but Braxton 
Benham netted 24 of his game-
high 41 points in the second half, 
helping Berry to a 91-80 victory 
over Sewanee in men’s basketball 
action on Feb. 7, at Juhan Gym-
nasium.

Th e Tigers (15-7, 7-2 SAA) led 
by as many as 13 points in the fi rst 
half before a 12-2 spurt late in the 
period cut the defi cit to three for 
the Vikings (15-7, 8-1) at the break. 
Sewanee was ice cold from 3-point 
range in the second period, hitting 
only 1-of-14.

Benham was nearly unstoppable 
in the fi nal 20 minutes, making 
9-of-14 from the fi eld with four 
triples, including 13 consecutive 
points at one time. He and Nile 
King combined for 25 straight 
points for the Vikings from the 
7:50 mark of the half until the fi nal 
minute.

Even despite Benham’s 41 
points, Sewanee trailed 80-76 with 
2:40 to play, but the Tigers missed 
their last three shot attempts and 
committed one turnover, scoring 
only at the foul line. Baskets by 
Benham and King pushed the 
Berry lead back to eight and Se-
wanee never got closer than six the 
rest of the way.

King fi nished with 14 points, 
Isaac Martin added 12 and Ben-
ham grabbed a game-high 10 
rebounds.

Corrigan started the game on 
fi re, scoring 20 points in the fi rst 13 
minutes with four 3-pointers. He 
made a triple plus two free throws 
and a layup during an early 9-2 
spurt, giving the Tigers a 12-8 edge.

Corrigan added two more 
3-pointers in a 9-3 run midway 
through the period for a 21-11 ad-
vantage, but Benham’s three for the 
Vikings and 1-of-2 free throws by 
Mason Lawrence cut the Sewanee 
lead to six. Corrigan answered with 
his fourth triple of the period and 
added another layup, pushing the 

advantage to 26-15.
Marr’s layup with 7:50 left 

in the half gave the Tigers their 
biggest lead of the period, 30-17, 
and Sewanee led by 12 with 5:46 
remaining in the half after a layup 
by Bigham. Berry put together a 
12-2 run over the next two minutes, 
with Benham netting seven of the 
12 points, making it a two-point 
game with 3:34 remaining in the 
period.

Eli Holland connected on both 
ends of a 1-and-1 and Corrigan 
added another layup, stretching 
the lead back to six, but Benham 
answered with a three in the fi nal 
minute and Sewanee held a 43-40 
edge at the break.

Corrigan netted 22 points in 
the half on 8-of-13 shooting and 
Bigham collected nine points. 
Benham paced the Vikings with 
17 points and Martin posted 10. 
Th e Tigers committed 11 turnovers 
in the period, leading to 10 points 
for Berry, which kept the visitors 
in the game.

Drew Winegarden made a pair 
of 3-pointers and Martin added an-
other in a quick start to the second 
period for Berry. Th e Tigers came 
back with an 11-0 spurt behind two 
baskets from Graham Smith and a 
triple by Corrigan for a 56-49 ad-
vantage fi ve minutes into the half.

The lead remained between 
two and fi ve points until a three 
by Benham and two foul shots 
from Jacob Morgan tied the game 
at 63. Bigham had a pair of fi eld 
goals for a 67-63 edge, but that’s 
when Benham took over, starting 
his personal 13-0 spurt with two 
layups before hitting three consecu-
tive 3-pointers.

Holland’s layup and two free 
throws from Marr made it a one-
point game with 4:48 remaining, 
but Benham kept pouring it on 
and then he and King played a 
two-man game, with King scoring 
eight straight. Sewanee had no an-
swer and the Vikings pulled away 
for the win.

Tigers Complete Comeback, 
Take Down Berry, 55-54

 Hannah Cleveland made one free throw with 0.5 seconds remain-
ing, capping a 13-5 run to end the game in Sewanee’s comeback victory 
over Berry College, 55-54, in women’s basketball action on Feb. 7, at 
Juhan Gymnasium.

Th e Tigers (11-11, 4-5 SAA) trailed 49-42 with just under fi ve minutes 
left in the game and to that point, had netted just 13 points in the entire 
second half. Cydney Wright connected on 1-of-2 foul shots and after a 
turnover near midcourt, Wright converted a layup.

Another miscue by the Vikings (16-6, 6-3) opened the door for Se-
wanee again and freshman Kayla Northrup rolled in a 3-pointer from 
the wing, pulling the Tigers within a point with 3:50 to play.

Northrup then tipped a pass that turned into a steal and Olivia Falvey 
was fouled on the other end, converting both foul shots. Berry com-
mitted yet another turnover and Wright’s layup put Sewanee in front, 
52-49, with 2:30 on the clock.

Th e Vikings’ fi rst points in more than three minutes came on a game-
tying triple by Kenadie Lee, but Wright and Cleveland played a two-man 
game on the off ensive end that turned into a layup for Cleveland. Emma 
Hempker’s shot missed for Berry and Faither Humphrey grabbed the 
rebound but lost the ball dribbling out of trouble.

Elly Callihan was fouled and hit two free throws with 28.4 seconds 
to play for the Vikings, knotting the game at 54. Sewanee played for the 
last shot, with Cleveland missing a chance near the rim but grabbing the 
rebound. She was fouled with 0.5 seconds to play and made the fi rst, 
then missed the second on purpose.

Berry got the rebound and called timeout but had just 0.2 seconds 
for a fi nal tip-in, with the inbounds pass knocked away by Falvey to end 
the game. Th e teams combined for 49 turnovers and 41 fouls in a very 
physical contest for tip-off  to the fi nal whistle.

Cleveland fi nished with 15 points and eight rebounds while Zoe Sedo 
tied her season-best with 12 points but missed the last 11 minutes after 
taking a hard foul on a loose ball near midcourt.

Lee paced the Vikings with 14 points and Sylvia Kahoro netted 10 
as well but Berry shot just 37 percent from the fi eld overall, 4-for-13 
from 3-point range.

Cleveland posted a layup and a 3-pointer to start the game for the 
Tigers and despite 10 turnovers in the fi rst six minutes, Sewanee led 7-4 
after a steal and layup by Northrup. Falvey added a three and Sedo’s 
fl oater off  the glass just before the buzzer gave the Tigers a 14-12 edge 
after one period.

Back-to-back baskets by Karlee Armstrong put the Vikings ahead, 
18-15, early in the second quarter but Cleveland’s old-fashioned 3-point 
play knotted the score and Sedo collected two straight 3-pointers for 
a 24-20 Sewanee advantage. Sedo’s putback extended the lead to six.

Lilly Phillips beat the shot clock for another triple before Jayda Wood 
and Elly Callihan layups and a fi eld goal from Kahoro tied the contest 
at 29 at the half. Berry shot just 12-of-29 from the fi eld, helping the 
Tigers overcome 16 fi rst-half turnovers while Sewanee made 5-of-13 
from behind the arc.

Th e Tigers collected just two points in the fi rst eight minutes of 
the third quarter, a Sedo basket to start the period, but trailed by only 
four points before Falvey’s layup with 2:02 left in the quarter made it 
a two-point game. Callihan and Lee each made two foul shots for the 
Vikings, stretching their lead to six, but Falvey nailed a three and Hum-
phrey added two free throws at the end of the period, pulling Sewanee 
within, 41-38.

Cleveland’s basket got the Tigers within two early in the fi nal quarter, 
but Lee answered with a 3-pointer and a triple and then 1-of-2 free throws 
by Kahoro pushed the Berry lead to 49-42, setting up the fi nal stretch.

NCEA Team 
Ranked 
Fourth 

Nationally 
Th e National Collegiate Eques-

trian Association announced the 
single discipline rankings as Se-
wanee’s NCEA team is ranked 
ourth in the country, as announced 
Feb. 4. 

Sewanee jumped back in the 
rankings for the fi rst time since the 
fall, placing ahead of the College of 
Charleston. Th e fi rst three remain 
steady, with Dartmouth topping 
the polls followed by Lynchburg 
in second and Sweet Briar in third. 

Sewanee’s NCEA team will 
travel to face Sweet Briar on Feb. 
14 before competing against both 
Bridgewater and Lynchburg on 
Feb. 15.

Men’s 
Lacrosse 

Opens the 
Season with a 
18-6 Win over 

Methodist 
The Sewanee men’s lacrosse 

team dominated Methodist 18-6 
on Saturday afternoon at Harris 
Stadium, never trailing throughout 
the game.

Loupassi led the Tigers with 
three goals and an assist. Kennedy 
recorded two goals and two assists, 
while Walsh tallied three goals. 
Moran contributed three assists, 
and Bennett added two goals.

At the faceoff  dot, Asa Nischwitz 
went 15-for-22 with 10 ground 
balls. Kennedy collected six ground 
balls, while James Bogusky and 
Peterson added three each.

Corbet Darden opened the scor-
ing for the Tigers in 2025 with an 
unassisted goal, followed two min-
utes later by a strike from Manoli 
Loupassi. Sewanee added three 
more goals in the fi rst quarter from 
Sage Cookerly, Gus Albright, and 
Henry Westfall, with Will Ken-
nedy and Robert Freeman provid-
ing assists on the third and fourth 
goals, respectively. Th e Tigers led 
5-0 at the end of the fi rst.

Methodist got on the board early 
in the second quarter with a man-
up goal, but Sewanee responded 
just 19 seconds later as Kennedy 
connected with Hank Walsh. 
After another man-up goal from 
the Monarchs, the Tigers rattled 
off  four unanswered goals to take 
a 10-2 lead into halftime.

Th e Monarchs opened the third 
quarter with two unassisted goals, 
but Sewanee quickly regained mo-
mentum. Griffi  n Peterson assisted 
Devon Root, and Charles Moran 
found Freeman for back-to-back 
man-up goals. Moran added an-
other assist late in the quarter, 
setting up Loupassi for Sewanee’s 
13th goal. Methodist managed a 
last-second goal to end the third, 
trailing 13-5.

Moran notched his third assist 
early in the fourth, fi nding Colin 
Bennett for a goal. Although Meth-
odist answered with a goal off  the 
faceoff , Sewanee closed the game 
with four unanswered goals to seal 
the 18-6 victory.

Th e Tigers will participate in the 
Music City Classic next weekend at 
Ensworth High School in Nash-
ville, Tenn. Sewanee will face Al-
bion on Saturday at 2:30 p.m. and 
Capital on Sunday at 12:30 p.m. 

Anne Chenoweth
REALTOR®

931.205.1299
anne.sewanee@gmail.com
      @anneonthemountain

Find Your 
Sewanee Home.

615.383.6964 • compass.com

#LoveSewanee

SPREAD GOOD NEWS.
Help friends get information. Help local businesses succeed.

It is quick, easy and only an email away. <News@sewaneemessenger.com>
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HOME 
GAMES

9:30 a.m., Friday, Feb. 14, 
Men’s Tennis vs. Grinnell Col-
lege

3 p.m., Friday, Feb. 14, 
Women’s Tennis vs. Grinnell 
College

10 a.m., Saturday, Feb. 15, 
Baseball vs. Anderson Uni-
versity

2:30 p.m., Saturday, Feb. 
15, Men’s Lacrosse vs. Albion 
College

9 a.m., Sunday, Feb. 16, 
Baseball vs. Capital University

2:30 p.m., Sunday, Feb. 16, 
Baseball vs. Anderson Uni-
versity

2 p.m., Monday, Feb. 17, 
Baseball vs. Brandeis University

2 p.m., Wednesday, Feb. 19, 
Baseball vs. Brandeis University

4 p.m., Th ursday, Feb. 20, 
SAS Varsity Boys’ Soccer vs. 
Franklin County High School

     
 Sewanee Mountain Storage

 Video Monitoring  Security Camera

Evan Barry
Hwy 41 - Between Sewanee & Monteagle

Rent online today! www.mountainstorage.net

(931) 967-5682

5x10 | 10x10 | 10x20

5x5 | 5x10 | 10x10 | 10x15 | 10x20
Temperature Controlled Units

Swimming and Diving Teams 
Earn CSCAA Team Scholar 

All-American Honors 
Sewanee's women's and men's swimming and diving teams were 

named to the College Swimming and Diving Coaches Association of 
America (CSCAA) Fall Scholar All-American Teams. 

To earn this recognition, teams were required to achieve a GPA above 
3.0 during the Fall 2024 semester. Sewanee's men's team earned a 3.38 
GPA, while the women earned a 3.37. 

Th e CSCAA honored 781 teams from 459 institutions comprising 
19,209 student-athletes.

Standout 
Performance 

by IHSA 
Th e Sewanee equestrian team 

delivered an impressive perfor-
mance, earning Reserve Champion 
Team honors and extending their 
lead in the regional standings to 43 
points as they took home fi rst in the 
fi rst day of the Middle Tennessee 
IHSA Show on Feb. 8. 

Emma Sameth led the way as 
the High Point Rider, securing fi rst 
place in Open Fences and second 
in Open Flat. Isabella Janovsky 
claimed fi rst in Intermediate Fenc-
es, while Mollie McWhorter placed 
sixth in Intermediate Flat. Claire 
Dillard’s second-place finish in 
Limit Fences qualifi ed her for the 
Regional Championships. 

In Novice Flat, Afton Koerth 
Parks placed third, followed by 
Bailey Pezzella in fi fth, who also 
punched her ticket to Regionals, 
and Mary Pat Colbert in sixth. 
Ariel Hornek continued Sewanee’s 
success with a fi rst-place fi nish in 
Pre-Novice, and Hannah Fitzgerald 
secured second in Introductory, 
earning a spot at Regionals. 

Th e Sewanee equestrian team 
claimed High Point Team honors 
in a standout performance in the 
second day, Feb. 9,  of the IHSA 
Middle Tennessee Show.

Emma Sameth led the charge as 
Reserve High Point Rider, earning 
third in Open Fences and securing 
fi rst in Open Flat. 

Bella Janovsky and Claire 
Dillard impressed in Intermedi-
ate Fences, fi nishing second and 
fourth, respectively. Dillard fol-
lowed up with a second-place 
result in Intermediate Flat, while 
Janovsky added a fourth-place 
fi nish. 

In Limit Flat, Elise Gierhart 
placed second, and Bailey Pezzella 
fi nished fi fth. Afton Koerth Parks 
dominated Novice Flat with a 
fi rst-place ride, followed by Maren 
Colbert in fourth. Ariel Hornek 
secured third in Pre-Novice Flat, 
while Caroline Holland topped 
the Introductory division with a 
fi rst-place fi nish. 

Th e Tigers are currently win-
ning the region by 49 points and 
continue to showcase their depth 
as they build momentum for the 
postseason.

Falvey’s Career-Best 29 
Points Not Enough Versus 

Oglethorpe 
Olivia Falvey netted a career-high 29 points and Cydney Wright 

added 19 but Oglethorpe built an 18-point second-half lead and held 
off  a furious comeback by Sewanee in a 73-65 win over the Tigers in 
women’s basketball action on Feb. 9, at Juhan Gymnasium.

Th e Petrels (14-9, 5-5 SAA) held a seven-point advantage at the half 
and pushed the lead to 17 with a 12-2 spurt to open the third quarter. 
Malia Melton netted fi ve points and Sheraton Foster added four during 
the run. 

Th e Tigers (11-12, 4-6 SAA) cut the defi cit to 11 on three occasions 
and trailed 52-38 headed to the fi nal quarter. Melton recorded 18 points 
before picking up her second technical foul of the game with 4:45 
remaining on a double tech, which also fouled out Sewanee’s Hannah 
Cleveland after a hard collision between Melton and Faith Humphrey. 

Th e Tigers netted 16 of the next 22 points and missed other chances, 
especially at the foul line. Wright posted 11 of her 19 points and Falvey 
made a 3-pointer during the run but Sewanee was just 5-of-9 at the foul 
line. Wright’s old-fashioned 3-point play with 1:34 remaining pulled 
the Tigers within, 66-60.

Oglethorpe sealed the win by making its free throws, connecting 
on 7-of-8 in the fi nal 75 seconds and 28-for-37 in the contest. Sheraton 
Foster made 5-of-6 at the end of the game for the Petrels and was 9-for-
10 in the game.

Keimarya Rivera registered 18 points and 12 rebounds for Oglethorpe 
while Foster fi nished with 15 points and Anna Conza added 12, eight 
of those at the foul line.

Sewanee made 13-of-36 fi eld goals (36 percent) and committed 20 
turnovers in the fi rst three quarters before hitting 10-of-17 in the fi nal 
period in the comeback. Falvey connected on 10-of-25 fi eld goals overall 
and scored 19 of her 29 points in the second half. Cleveland registered 
nine points and eight boards and Falvey added nine rebounds and six 
assists.

Th e Petrels netted eight straight points for an 8-2 advantage to start 
the game before Falvey answered with a pair of baskets for the Tigers. 
Cleveland made a 3-pointer on the next possession and added two free 
throws as well. Th e teams scored four total points, two apiece, over the 
fi nal fi ve minutes of the period, with Oglethorpe holding a 16-13 edge 
after 10 minutes.

Sewanee struggled off ensively in the second quarter, hitting just 3-of-
15 total shots, but the defense turned up the pressure on the Petrels, 
keeping the Tigers in the game. Melton and Rivera each posted fi eld 
goals for Oglethorpe, pushing its lead to 20-13, and a 3-pointer by 
Melton made it an eight-point game.

Th e Petrels held a 27-17 advantage with three minutes left in the 
half before Humphrey collected a layup. Wright stole the inbounds 
pass and fed Falvey for a layup. Humphrey made one free throw in the 
fi nal minute and Cleveland missed a layup just before the buzzer, with 
the Tigers trailing, 29-22.

Sewanee fi nishes the regular season on the road next weekend, travel-
ing to Rhodes on Friday and Hendrix on Sunday.

Late Run Sends Oglethorpe 
Past Men’s Hoops 

Russ Marr collected 26 points and Fletcher Bigham added a career-
high 24, but Oglethorpe used a 24-7 run to overcome a 12-point defi cit 
and then held off  a late rally by Sewanee in a 103-100 victory over the 
Tigers in men’s basketball action on Feb. 9, at Juhan Gymnasium. 

Sewanee (15-8, 7-3 SAA) put together a 12-4 run midway through the 
second half to take an 83-71 lead with eight minutes to play, highlighted 
by a basket and two free throws from Marr and a pair of 3-pointers from 
Reid Carrier. 

Th e Petrels (13-9, 5-5 SAA) answered with a quick 13-1 spurt that 
took less than three minutes. Dylan Pumpian made a pair of triples and 
Malachi Dooley added one as well around baskets by Perry Robinson 
and Dooley, cutting the Tigers lead to one with 4:35 to play. 

Graham Smith connected on a three for the Tigers before a 3-pointer 
by Mason Kemp and then a  3-point play from Robinson knotted the 
game at 90 with 3:30 remaining. 

Th e Tigers made just 2-of-9 shots from the fi eld against the Ogletho-
rpe zone during the elongated 24-7 run, with two points coming at the 
foul line. Dooley connected on two free throws and Kemp added another 
three, stretching the Petrels advantage to 95-90 with two minutes on 
the clock.

Smith posted 1-of-2 at the foul line with 54.8 seconds to play, mak-
ing it 96-93, and two free throws by Dooley plus a steal and layup from 
Kemp extended the Oglethorpe lead to 100-93. Carrier made his fourth 
triple of the game, then defl ected a pass that turned into a basket plus 
the foul by Luka Avaliani with 19.6 seconds left, but Avaliani missed 
the foul shot, keeping the Petrels edge at two.

Dooley added two more foul shots with 15.7 remaining before two 
by Marr with 12.1 seconds on the clock. Pumpian was fouled with 11.1 
seconds to play and made 1-of-2, opening the door for the Tigers, but 
Tre Corrigan’s fi nal 3-point attempt was off  the rim.

 Pumpian posted 27 points, Robinson netted 26 and Dooley fi nished 
with 20 points for Oglethorpe while Kemp collected 17. Th e Petrels hit 
13-of-28 from 3-point range in the game.

Marr recorded his best eff ort since an ankle injury three weeks ago, 
making four triples. Bigham collected 24 points and nine rebounds 
before fouling out with three-plus minutes remaining and Avaliani tal-
lied 21 points. Smith registered eight points, 10 boards and fi ve assists.

Oglethorpe netted the fi rst six points of the game before a 3-pointer 
by Marr and a basket by Avaliani got the Tigers on the board. Marr 
added another three but Pumpian answered with a pair of triples and 
two free throws for a 23-16 Petrels lead.

Sewanee came back with nine consecutive points, starting with a 
layup and a 3-pointer from Bigham. Smith got a tip-in and Avaliani 
scored on a layup. Neither team led by more than four points the rest 
of the half, with baskets by Jordan James and Kemp giving the Petrels a 
42-38 edge with three minutes remaining in the period.

Bigham nailed his second three of the half and Carrier followed 
with one as well. Bigham added a dunk on the fi nal possession of the 
period and the Tigers led, 49-46, with Bigham netting 18 points and 
seven boards in the fi rst 20 minutes. Avaliani collected 13 for Sewanee 
while Pumpian posted 15 points in the fi rst eight minutes and Robinson 
collected 12.

Video Inspections • Sweeping • Restoration •Masonry Repair 

Wood Stove & Chimney Installs • Gas Log Service & Installs 
Dryer Vent Cleaning/Repair • Fireplace Sales & Installation

G. Robert Tubb II, Owner   
931-967-3595 | A1ChimneySpecialist.com
Visit our showroom at 1632 Decherd Estill Rd., 

Winchester
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Support local businesses. Shop and dine locally.

MARC’s Mountain 
Adoptables

Meet Trudy & Kilo
Trudy is a shy loving puppy who really wants to be part of a family.  

She is around twelve weeks old, weighs about 15 pounds and is black 
and white.  She and her siblings were born to a stray white GoldenRe-
triever/Great Pyrenees mix mom.  Th ey have been living outside very 
close to a busy road.  Trudy would really like to meet you and come for 
a visit or to stay for a while or forever.  Come check out sweet Trudy. 

Kilo is ready for some fun!  He is around one year old, weighs about 
90 pounds and is white with brown brindle spots.  Kilo is good on a 
leash and is mostly housetrained.  He would really like to learn more 
house manners and to go on fun adventures.  Kilo is a sweetie and gets 
along with most other large dogs.  He is not a fan of cats.  Come meet 
Kilo and take him for a day trip or a weekend or make him a perma-
nent part of your family.  Kilo will make a great faithful companion.

If you would like to learn more about Trudy and Kilo, please fi ll 
out an Adoption Application found on our MARC website <www.
marc4change.org> and/or contact Sue Scruggs, cell phone (423) 619-
3845.  All MARC animals ready for adoption are spayed or neutered 
and up-to-date on their vaccines and preventatives.

MARC - Marion Animal Resource Connection is a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofi t animal welfare organization.  It is not a shelter and relies 
on foster homes to save animals.  MARC also provides low cost and 
free spay/neuter procedures for animals and is available for teaching 
humane care of animals in schools and to community organizations.

Go to <https://marc4change.org> for more information.

Trudy

NATURENOTES
by Yolande Gottfried

Birds and Daff odils

Th is year’s Great Backyard Bird Count, sponsored by the Cor-
nell Lab of Ornithology, the National Audubon Society, and Birds 
Canada, will be February 14-17, Friday through Monday, and you 
can be a part of it. All you need to do is count the numbers and 
kinds of birds you see for at least 15 minutes on at least one of the 
days of the count and register online to record your checklist. You 
don’t need to be a bird expert-if you are familiar with the birds you 
see every day in your backyard, that’s all you need. Th e Merlin 
app is a great help and can be used to record your birds. To do so 
and/or get more information about the project, visit <https://www.
birdcount.org>.  Th ere is even a free webinar you can register for on 
that website to get you prepared for the count, if you are interested. 
And there is a live map to watch the counts come in worldwide. 

Th is date, Feb.14, is even more than usually timely in that it has 
been celebrated as Olde Groundhog Day as well as St. Valentine’s 
Day. Th ere was also a medieval belief that birds chose their mates 
on this date and indeed birds seem to be more active and vocal now 
than they were in the depths of winter, establishing territories and 
preparing to mate. When Pope Gregory adjusted the calendar in 
1582, 11 days were skipped, so that Feb. 2 in  the old Julian calendar 
fell on Feb. 14 in the new Gregorian calendar, a reform that was 
accepted in the colonies in 1752. Some old settlers in isolated areas, 
notably the Appalachian, Cumberland, and Ozark Mountains, still 
celebrated Olde Groundhog Day on Feb. 14 (and Olde Christmas 
on Jan. 6, for that matter). As Jack Lorenz observed in earlier edi-
tions of the Messenger, these settlers were descendants of isolated 
farmers in western New York and Pennsylvania who emigrated to 
the Southern Mountains (after George Washington’s suppression 
of the Whiskey Rebellion) and continued to observe the Julian date 
for Groundhog Day. Many folks in the older generations in the 
Sewanee area shared this belief in Olde Groundhog Day. 

Leonard King reported a daff odil in bloom on Feb.  8, right in 
his own yard — fi rst daff odil report received this year!

State Park 
Off erings

To confi rm that these events 
will occur as listed go to <https://
tnstateparks.com/parks/events/
south-cumberland>, <https://
tnstateparks.com/parks/events/
savage-gulf> or call (931) 924-
2980.

Ruck in the Park—Savage 
Gulf State Park, Monday, Feb. 
17, 8:30 a.m. CST. Cost, $10. 
<https://tnstateparks.com/
parks/eventssavage-gulf>. Meet 
Ranger Mark for an approxi-
mately 4.25-mile round trip, ruck 
on the Savage Day Loop. What 
is rucking? Rucking is a form of 
conditioning utilized by most 
militaries. Rucking consists of 
simply walking (or in this case 
hiking) with a weighted back-
pack or weighted vest and is an 
excellent and approachable form 
of exercise for many people. Th e 
anticipated pace will be between 
30-40 minute miles (1.5 - 2 mph),  
slower as needed, but probably 
not faster (typically towards the 
slow end of the pace scale). Th is 
is intended to be an introductory 
course for those interested. It re-
quires no special equipment other 
than a backpack and a positive at-
titude! Th e goal is to keep moving 
and get in a workout in a beautiful 
natural setting. Everyone must 
provide their own pack and de-
sired weight For safety purposes, 
it is recommended that your total 
pack weight be less than 50 lbs., 
but you may have anything less 
than that. Please also bring along 
desired water and food, as these 
are not provided. Wear sturdy 
shoes that can handle these activi-
ties on a trail! Weather permitting. 
Th e areas around overlooks and 
waterfalls can be treacherous in 
terms of keeping your footing. 
Th e potential to slip and fall still 
exists, and extreme care is needed.

Stone Door Hike—Savage 
Gulf State Park, Wednesday, 
Feb. 19, 9 a.m. CST. Cost, 
$10. <https://tnstateparks.com/
parks/eventssavage-gulf>. Meet 
Ranger Todd at Stone Door Rang-
er Station, 1183 Stone Door Rd., 
Beersheba Springs, for a 2-mile 
round-trip moderately easy hike 
to the Stone Door overlook. Wear 
appropriate shoes for hiking and 
be proactive regarding clothing 
for the weather. Th e terrain at the 
park can vary based on the topog-
raphy and can be treacherous in 
terms of keeping your footing. Th e 
potential to slip and fall exists, and 
extreme care is needed. Attendee 
cancellations must be made no 
later than 24 hours prior to the 
program’s scheduled start in order 
to receive a refund. Events outside 
the park’s control may necessitate 
program cancellation (weather, 
illness, park emergencies, etc). 
You will receive a text, email, or 
call with as much advance notice 
as possible, depending on the situ-
ation. Refunds will be processed 
for such canceled programs. Allow 
up to 7 business days for refunds.

Trail Run—Savage Gulf 
State Park, Thursday, Feb. 
20, 8:30 a.m. CST. Cost, $5. 
<https://tnstateparks.com/
parks/eventssavage-gulf>. Meet 
Ranger Mark at Savage Gulf 
Ranger Station, 3157 SR 399, 
Palmer, for a approximately 3-mile 
round-trip trail run on the Savage 
Day Loop. Th e anticipated pace 
will be between 10-15-minute 
miles. Wear sturdy shoes and 
bring desired water and food. 
Th e areas around overlooks and 
waterfalls can be treacherous in 
terms of keeping your footing. Th e 
potential to slip and fall exists, and 
extreme care is needed.

Kilo

Sewanee Herbarium Event
Grocery Store Flower Botanicals Workshop, Saturday Feb. 22, 

9:30–11:30 a.m., Spencer room 173, Mary Priestley
Flowers that we sometimes pick up when we’re grocery shopping 

brighten our winter days! For this workshop, we will choose individu-
als from among a bouquet of these colorful fl owers to do a pen and 
ink illustration to which you may want to add watercolor. We will 
look closely at a sunfl ower or other member of the Aster Family that 
is usually included in these mixes. Starting with dissecting a fl ower 
head to see how it’s constructed, we will then move on to drawing from 
life or tracing from a photograph. Bring a pencil and your cell phone; 
other materials will be provided.  Th ere is no cost, but please reserve 
so we know how many people to expect. Email <mpriestley0150@
gmail.com>.

WEATHER
DAY DATE HI LO
Mon Feb 03 64 46
Tue Feb 04 70 56
Wed Feb 05 71 57
Th u Feb 06 71 61
Fri Feb 07 64 41
Sat Feb 08 54 51
Sun Feb 09 66 36

Week’s Stats:
Avg max temp =    66
Avg min temp =   50
Avg temp =     58
Precipitation =    0.96”

Reported by Sandy Gilliam
Domain Ranger

Daff odil. Photo by Leonard King

Th e Seed Library at duPont
We are thrilled to announce that the Sewanee Seed Library is 

coming to fruition on March 3! Th e Seed Library will be located just 
inside the lobby of Jessie Ball duPont Library beside the self-checkout 
station, along with a special selection of books for checkout. We are 
featuring a variety of open-pollinated organic fl ower, herb, and veg-
etable seeds including several heirloom and native varieties. We are 
so grateful for the input of our students, colleagues, and community 
members as we aim for a greener, healthier campus and community.  

Th e Sewanee Seed Library is free and open to the community. You 
simply pick up some seeds of your choice, plant them, and enjoy the 
results.  Later in the year, we will invite you to contribute seeds to help 
sustain and grow the collection. If you have questions or would like 
to be a part of this exciting new project, please contact Cari Reynolds 
at <cshepher@sewanee.edu>. 

Love Your Electric 
Cooperative

February is the month of love, and while that usually means candle-
light and fl owers, it’s also a great time to appreciate the things that truly 
brighten our lives — like the reliable service provided by your electric 
cooperative.

Unlike other utilities, your electric cooperative is a not-for-profi t busi-
ness owned by the very people it serves. Th at means every consumer—
every household and business — has a voice in how the cooperative is 
run. Members elect a board of directors to represent them, ensuring 
decisions are made with the best interests of the community in mind. 
It’s local people serving local people, with fairness and accountability at 
the heart of every decision.

As a member-owner, you also benefi t from the cooperative’s commit-
ment to keeping costs low, maintaining reliable service, and giving back 
to the communities we power. Programs like SVECares, Bright Ideas 
Grants, and local economic development eff orts are just a few examples 
of how your cooperative reinvests in the region, making a diff erence 
beyond just keeping the lights on.

Th is February, as we celebrate love in all its forms, take a moment to ap-
preciate the cooperative model — a business built on service, democracy, 
and community. At SVEC, we’re more than just your power provider; 
we’re your neighbors, working together to create a brighter future for all.

For more information on what it means to be a part of the cooperative 
visit <svalleyec.com>. 
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WHERE DO I 
RECYCLE THIS?

Construction and Demo-
lition and Large Items:

Construction and Demoli-
tion Waste must be disposed 
of at the BFI transfer station 
on Hwy. 41A in Estill Springs. 

Bulky Items such as furni-
ture, TVs, mattress, etc., can 
be disposed of at Franklin 
County Solid Waste Manage-
ment on Joyce Lane in Win-
chester or at the BFI transfer 
station on Hwy. 41A in Estill 
Springs.

Messenger Classifi eds

LAWN CARE

CHAD’S LAWN &  
LANDSCAPING
-FREE ESTIMATES-

* Lawncare & Design (Mulch & Planting)
ALSO: * Tree Trimming & Removal
* Pressure Washing * Road Grading 

* Stone Patio/Fireplace * Garden Tilling 
* Leaf Pickup & Blowing   

(931) 308-5059

EAGLE LANDSCAPING &
LAWN MAINTENANCE CO.

Now Offering Specials for the
SPRING!

We offer lawn maintenance, landscaping,
hedge/tree trimming & more!

(931) 598-0761 or (931) 636-0383
Please call for your free estimate

GARMENT HEMMING: Call 
Bonnie Gilliam, (931) 691-4629.

Topping, trimming, 
bluff/lot clearing, stump 

grinding and more!
*Bucket truck or climbing* 
Free wood chips with job

Will beat any quoted price!
Satisfaction guaranteed!!

Call —Isaac King

LOCAL SERVICESART
Stephenson’s 

SCULPTURES 
IN BRONZE
Jeanie Stephenson

(931) 691-3873
www.stephensonsbronze.com

ENGINE REPAIR

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR:
Most makes/models. New/
used parts. Pickup/delivery. 
20 years’ experience. Pelham. 
(931) 467-2676. 

SIMPLY SUDS RESIDEN-
TIAL CLEANING SERVICE:  
Cheryl Grimes, Owner/opera-
tor. Altamont. (931) 743-9426 
or email <simplysudscleaning@
yahoo.com>.

FOR SALE
FIREWOOD FOR SALE: Avail-
able for woodstove, fi replace or 
firepit. (Please designate your 
preference.) Stock up for next year.  
$125/pickup load, delivered and 
stacked. (423) 322-7639 or (931) 
212-2585.

Fog Happens.
It is state law to 

have your vehicle 
headlights on in 

fog and rain. 

WALK • RUN • CYCLE 
TOGETHER

theSHARE TRAIL

Rule #6
Children under 16 

must wear a helmet when 
riding a bicycle.

mountaingoattrail.org

Issues with 
streetlights? 

Contact Duck 
River Electric 
at (931) 598-

5228.

The Tracy City Parks & Recreation league is hiring 
umpires for baseball and softball. Team ages are 

5–12.  For additional details contact Cindy Church 
(931) 581-5380.



16 • Friday, Feb. 14, 2025 • Th e Sewanee Mountain MESSENGER  

Friday, Feb. 14 • St. Valentine’s Day
 9 a.m. CAC offi  ce open, until 11 a.m.
 9 a.m. Yin Yoga, High Vibes, Country Mart, 

Monteagle, until 10:15 a.m.
 10 a.m. YouFit, Betsy, Community Center; also 

at noon
 noon Valentine’s Day Cookie Walk, Cowan; 

until 6 p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 15
 10 a.m. Closet Clean-out, Sewanee Children’s 

Center, Kennerly Hall, Parish of St. 
Mark & St. Paul, 215 University Ave., 
until 3 p.m.

 10 a.m. Hospitality Shop open, until 2 p.m.
 10:30 a.m. Yoga Flex, High Vibes, Country Mart, 

Monteagle, until 11:30 a.m.
 1 p.m. Book-signing, Beth Riner, “Odd Job 

Annie;” Jim Boynton, “Genesis of a Na-
tion”; Jim Smith, “Crazy Buff et,” Wander 
Brew, 202 Main St., Monteagle, until 3 
p.m.

 5 p.m. Black History Month Celebration, “100 
Years of Black Franklin County,” Mt. 
Sinai M.B. Church, 134 Walnut St., 
Cowan, until 7 p.m.

Sunday, Feb. 16
 1 p.m. YouFit, Betsy, Community Center
 2 p.m. FC Historical Society, “Locating Slav-

ery’s Legacies,” Dr. Woody Register, FC 
Library, 105 S. Porter St., Winchester

 2 p.m. Knitting Circle, Mooney’s, until 4 p.m.
 4 p.m. Hatha Yoga, Helen, Community Center

Monday, Feb. 17 • Presidents’ Day
 9 a.m. Tai Chi, High Vibes, Country Mart, 

Monteagle, until 10 a.m.
 9 a.m. CAC offi  ce open, until 11 a.m.
 9 a.m. Intermed Pilates, Kim, 293 Ball Park Rd.
 10:30 a.m. Chair Exercise, Susan, Community Cen-

ter, until 11:30 a.m.
 5:30 p.m. Hatha Flow, High Vibes, Country Mart, 

Monteagle, until 6:45 p.m.
 5:30 p.m. Intermed Pilates, Kim, 293 Ball Park Rd.
 5:30 p.m. FCDP Presidents’ Day Spelling Bee, Se-

wanee Community Center, 39 Ball Park 
Rd., until 7:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, Feb. 18
 8 a.m. GC Food Bank, 114 S. Industrial Park 

Rd., Coalmont, until 10 a.m.
 9 a.m. CAC offi  ce open, until 11 a.m.
 9 a.m.  Coff ee with the Coach, Carrie Austin, 

Assistant Director of Athletics, 
<sewaneetigers.com/watch> livestream, 
in-person Blue Chair

 9 a.m. Mixed Flow, High Vibes, Country Mart, 
Monteagle, until 10:15 a.m.

 9 a.m. Monteagle City Council Workshop, 
conference room, City Hall

 10 a.m. Hospitality Shop open, until 1 p.m.
 10 a.m. Beginner Pilates, Kim, 293 Ball Park Rd.
11:30 a.m. Grundy County Rotary, Dutch Maid 

Bakery, Tracy City
 noon Intermed Pilates, Kim, 293 Ball Park Rd.
 4 p.m. S. Cumberland Farmers’ Market pickup, 

Community Center, until 6 p.m.
 5 p.m. Sewanee Utility District Board, Utility 

Offi  ce, Sherwood Road
 5:30 p.m. Easy Flow Yoga, Pippa, 293 Ball Park 

Rd.

Wednesday, Feb. 19
 9 a.m. Qi Gong, High Vibes, Country Mart, 

until 10 a.m.
 9 a.m. Intermed Pilates, Kim, 293 Ball Park Rd.
 9 a.m. CAC offi  ce open, until 11 a.m.
 10:30 a.m. Chair Exercise, Susan, Community Cen-

ter, until 11:30 a.m.
 11:30 a.m. EQB Club; Lead: Dr. Francis X. Hart,
  St. Mary’s Sewanee
 5 p.m. Mobility, High Vibes, Country Mart, 

Monteagle, until 6 p.m.
 5:30 p.m. Hatha Yoga, Helen, Community Center
 6:30 p.m. Kundalini, High Vibes, Country Mart, 

Monteagle, until 7:30 p.m.
 7 p.m. Friends of the Library of Sewanee Event, 

Dr. Robin Bates, “Speculation,” Convo-
cation Hall

Th ursday, Feb. 20
 8 a.m. Monteagle-Sewanee Rotary, Wall Wof-

ford, Folks@Home, St. Mary’s Sewanee
 9 a.m. CAC offi  ce open, until 11 a.m.
 9 a.m. Nature Journaling, email <mpriest-

ley0150 @gmail.com> for details/meet-
ing location

 9:30 a.m. Body Recall, Judy, conference room, 
Monteagle City Hall, until 10:30 a.m.

 10 a.m. Hospitality Shop open, until 1 p.m.
 10 a.m. Beginner Pilates, Kim, 293 Ball Park Rd.
 noon Intermed Pilates, Kim, 293 Ball Park Rd.
 4 p.m. Lecture, Dr. Lilly Goren, “Th e Politics of 

the Marvel Cinematic Universe,” Naylor 
Auditorium, Gailor Hall, until 5 p.m.

 4 p.m. Movement to Music, High Vibes, Coun-
try Mart, Monteagle, until 5 p.m.

 5:30 p.m. Vinyasa Flow, High Vibes, Country 
Mart, Monteagle, until 6:45 p.m.

 6 p.m. Sewanee Chemistry Club chemistry 
demonstration, Blackman Auditorium, 
inside Woods Lab

Friday, Feb. 21
 9 a.m. CAC offi  ce open, until 11 a.m.
 9 a.m. Yin Yoga, High Vibes, Country Mart, 

Monteagle, until 10:15 a.m.
 10 a.m. YouFit, Betsy, Community Center; also 

at noon

Community CalendarFROMBARDTOVERSE
by Robin Bates

Valentine’s Day

Th e fountains mingle with the river
And the rivers with the ocean,
Th e winds of heaven mix for ever
With a sweet emotion;
Nothing in the world is single;
All things by a law divine
In one spirit meet and mingle.
Why not I with thine?—

See the mountains kiss high heaven
And the waves clasp one another;
No sister-fl ower would be forgiven
If it disdained its brother;
And the sunlight clasps the earth
And the moonbeams kiss the sea:
What is all this sweet work worth
If thou kiss not me?

--Percy Bysshe Shelley, Love’s Philosophy

Local 12-Step Meetings
Friday
7 p.m., AA, open, Christ 
Church, Tracy City
Saturday
7 p.m., NA, open, Decherd 
United Methodist
Sunday
6:30 p.m., the Wesley House, 
MMUMC
Monday
5 p.m., 12-Step Women’s Study 
Group. Call (931) 327-5551 for 
information and for the Zoom 
link
7 p.m., AA, open, Christ 
Church, Tracy City
Tuesday
7 p.m., AA, open, First Baptist, 
Altamont
7 p.m., AA, open, Trinity Epis-
copal Church, Winchester
Wednesday
10 a.m., AA, closed, Cliff tops, 
(931) 924-3493
7 p.m., NA, Decherd United 
Methodist
Th ursday
6 p.m., Life’s Healing Choice, 
Grundy County Recovery Al-
liance, Coalmont
6 p.m., Celebrate Recovery, 
City Light Church, Monteagle
7 p.m., Al-Anon, First UMC, 
Winchester

Country Mart
can help you spoil the special people

in your life this Valentine’s Day!

FEATURING:

Mountain Top Restaurant & Catering
Compassionate Home Care & Community
Services
Nova by Sarah Sulfridge
Shull Chiropractic Clinic, PLLC
Fade at Monteagle
Monteagle Nutrition
Eco e-Bikes, LLC
High Vibes Healing

Stop in to see what we have to
offer, and pamper yourself while

you are there!

1045 W. Main St .  Monteagle TN 37356

LLC

Russell L. Leonard
ATTORNEY AT LAW

1016 W. Main St., Suite 3
Monteagle, TN 37356
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