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Five current Sewanee Elementary School (SES) students and three recent 
graduates of SES are published authors! Th ese students crafted their poems 
last spring and were recently informed of their inclusion in Th e America 
Library of Poetry 2024 Collection, “Gifted.” Th e poems range from haikus 
to free verse.  Current SES published poets are Bea Shealy, Rainey Woods, 
Julian Elrod, Jon Fino, and Jaxson Cooley.

Nicky 
Campbell, 

C’99, Named 
Dean of 
Students

Vice-Chancellor Rob Pearigen 
has announced the appointment 
of Nicky Campbell, C’99, as 
vice-president for student life and 
dean of students. Campbell began 
serving in her new role in January.

Campbell has previously held 
numerous positions at Sewanee 
including assistant director of ad-
missions, director of residential life 
and of community development, 
and assistant vice president of gov-
ernment and strategic partnerships. 
Most recently, she served as special 
assistant to the vice-chancellor 
and president for administration 
and community relations. As vice-
president for student life, Campbell 
will serve on the Executive Staff  
and Vice-Chancellor’s Cabinet.

“Nicky brings a great deal of 
experience and expertise to the job 
and a passion for student success,” 
says Pearigen. “I’m grateful for her 
service and dedication in my fi rst 
18 months as vice-chancellor, and 
look forward to her continued lead-
ership in crafting an exceptional 
experience for our students as they 
seek lives of meaning and purpose.”

Campbell graduated from the 
College in 1999 as a Desmond 
Tutu Scholar with a degree in 
psychology, and in 2012 earned a 
master’s of public service from the 
University of Arkansas Clinton 
School of Public Service. Her work 
there included a collaboration with 
the Desmond Tutu Peace Centre in 
South Africa, the establishment of 
an educational nonprofi t, and work 
in fundraising.

At Sewanee, Campbell co-
created the University’s Intergroup 
Dialogue course, Philanthropy 
course, and the 213-A Leaders Pro-
gram. As director of community 
development, she had a signifi cant 
impact on advancing the missions 
of the Offi  ce of Civic Engagement 
and the South Cumberland Com-
munity Fund, including building 
one of the largest, award-winning 
AmeriCorps VISTA programs in 
the state of Tennessee; establishing 
the USDA Summer Meal Program 
in collaboration with the Univer-
sity’s McClurg Dining Hall; and 
creating the Philanthropy Intern-
ship Program, which invests funds 
in community initiatives through a 
student-led grant-making process.

Dean of Students, Nicky Campbell, 
C’99.

Be Willing to Tell Your 
Stories

by Leslie Lytle, Messenger Staff  Writer
“Be willing to tell your stories,” 

Minister Devron Holman insisted 
at the Feb. 15 annual Black History 
celebration hosted by the Cowan 
Mt. Sinai Missionary Baptist 
Church. Th e stories told that eve-
ning testifi ed to the critical role 
of storytelling, off ering rare and 
intimate glimpses of both local and 
global truths, some never before 
publicly shared.

Author and historian LaN-
etra McLemore recounted high-
lights from her book “100 Years 
of Black Franklin County.” Th e 
book chronicles the life events and 
circumstances of African American 
Franklin Countians from 1865-
1966, post slavery to integration. 
“Newspapers used to be like social 
media,” McLemore said, citing 
the Nashville Globe and Chicago 
Defender as publications that gave 
voice to the black community.

McLemore focused her remarks 
on three eras, Reconstruction, Jim 
Crow, and Integration. During 
the Reconstruction era, Blacks 
working land as tenant farmers 
were bound by labor contracts, 
but the black community defi ed 
these contracts to attend church 
Sundays. “The black churches 
connected and built community,” 
McLemore stressed. Black schools 
also thrived, providing not only 
education for children, but night 
classes for adults. By 1871, 66 black 
men qualifi ed to vote, meeting the 
criterion of owning land to do so.

Although many regard Jim 
Crow as a dark time, McLemore 
called attention to the loud and 
resonant heartbeat of the black 
community then. “Th ese are people 
who should have been in history 
books,” McLemore stressed. From 

1900 to 1947, the Sewanee Black 
Tigers’ community football and 
baseball teams were the champions 
of the south, winning every game 
they played. Eighteen-year-old 
Liber Miller from Winchester 
served in the navy in WWI and 
was the fi rst black man to go on a 
naval ship overseas. A graduate of 
the segregated Townsend Train-
ing School was among the fi rst 76 
women recruited into the Women’s 
Army Auxiliary Corp (WAACs). 
A. M. Townsend who graduated 
from Townsend Colored School, 
the school named after his father, 
went on to become a physician, 
esteemed member of the American 
Medical Association, and president 
of Roger Williams University. 
“Th ere was a thriving black culture, 
and yet this was the Jim Crow era,” 
McLemore said, pointing to black 
literary societies and social clubs, 
black doctors, black farmers, and 
black business owners, including 
a black woman motel owner in 
Estill Springs. And, yes, there were 
several lynchings, one making na-
tional news that brought NAACP 
members from throughout the 
country to join the 2,000 who 
marched in protest.

Martin Luther King, Jr., who 
studied at Highlander Folk School, 
established the local branch of the 
NAACP that led the 1960s lawsuit 
to desegregate the Franklin County 
Schools. McLemore noted in clos-
ing, “It [the 1960s] was a time of 
growth and excellence, and yet, 
then we see integration, and so 
many black teachers lost their 
jobs.” McLemore’s book “100 Years 
of Black Franklin County” with 
sections devoted to black teachers, 

Mt. Sinai Black History performers inspire audience participation.

A Tale of Two Paintings’ 
Secrets

by Leslie Lytle, Messenger Staff  Writer
“I stole them,” Annie Armour 

Morgret joked, explaining how 
two paintings gifted by her great-
grandmother to her mother came 
to be in her possession. For Mor-
gret, an archivist at the University 
for 28 years, the theft was an act 
of love. She rescued the paintings 
from inhospitable display in glar-
ing sunlight on the walls of the 
house where she grew up. Little 
did Morgret know the two water-
colors had secrets to tell. Secret 1: 
her great-grandmother purchased 
the two watercolors at a Chicago 
auction house in 1879. Secret 2: 
the unsigned paintings were the 
work of an artist internationally 
renowned for his watercolors and 
oil paintings, Winslow Homer.

Morgret took the paintings 
home, photocopied them, and 
stored them in archival boxes. Fond 
of the paintings, a boy and girl at a 
well and a boy and girl swinging, 
she displayed the framed prints on 
her offi  ce walls. Seeing the prints, 
art history professor Mishoe Bren-
necke mistook them for originals. 
“Mishoe commented something 
to the eff ect, ‘I didn’t know the 
University had any Winslow Hom-
er’s,’” Morgret recalled.

Stunned, Morgret and Mor-
gret’s daughter Sarah Campbell, 
herself an artist, began researching 
the possibility.

An art appraiser could not draw 
any conclusions from the photo-
copies Morgret sent. On a hunch, 
Morgret applied to have the paint-
ings appraised on Antiques Road-
show. Rejected, Morgret continued 
to apply for the next 14 years and, 
along with her daughter, continued 
researching the paintings’ story.

Among what Morgret and 
Campbell learned, Morgret’s great 
grandmother purchased the paint-
ings from a Chicago auction house 
just down the street from where she 
lived, and Homer had done a series 
of watercolors depicting children in 
outdoor settings.

In April 2024, Antiques Road-
show phoned Morgret. She was 
being considered for a spot on 
the show. Campbell began to dig 
deeper, searching out verifi cation 
the paintings were not done by 
someone imitating Homer’s style. 
Campbell observed a particularly 
stunning likeness to another Hom-
er watercolor: the stumps in the 
background of the boy and girl at 
a well painting appeared to be the 
same stumps in the background 
of the Winslow Homer painting, 
“Boys on a Hillside.”

Morgret’s paintings were select-
ed for the May Antiques Roadshow 
taping. “We lucked out with one of 
the best appraisers in the business, 

“Boy and Girl on a Swing.”

(Continued on page 5)
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SUBSCRIPTIONS $75 fi rst class

SERVING 
WHERE 
CALLED
Please keep the following 

individuals, their families and 
all those who are serving our 
country in your thoughts and 
prayers:

Blaze Cassidy Barry
Brandon Brawley

Justin Brawley
James Gregory Cowan

Mark Gallagher
Nathaniel P. Gallagher

Peter Green
Zachary Green

Jackson B. Guenther
Steven Tyler Jeff ery

Gabriel Lloyd
Waylon Case McBee 

Bailey Jackson McLean
Andrew Midgett

Jose D. Ramirez lll
Troy (Nick) Sepulveda

Zachary Sherrill
Allison Tucker
Nick Worley

If you know of others in 
our Mountain family who are 
serving our country, please 
give their names to American 
Legion and Auxiliary mem-
ber Shirley M. Lawson at 
<slawson@sewanee.edu>.

MESSENGER 
INFORMATION 

Phone: (931) 598-9949

Display Advertising
Deadline: Monday, 5 p.m.

<ads@sewaneemessenger.com>

News and Calendar
Deadline: Tuesday, 5 p.m.

Kiki Beavers
<news@sewaneemessenger.

com>

Classifi ed Advertising
Deadline: Wednesday, noon 

April Minkler
<classifi eds@sewanee 

messenger.com>

MESSENGER 
HOURS

Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday

9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Th ursday — Production Day

Closed
Friday — Circulation Day

Closed

Letters to the Editor Policy
Letters to the editor are welcome at the Sewanee Mountain Mes-

senger and are a vital part of our community’s conversation. Letters 
need to be no longer than 250 words and 
may be edited for space and clarity. We 
make exceptions from time to time, but 
these are our general guidelines. We strive 
to print all letters we receive, but publica-
tion is not guaranteed. Letters should be 
factually accurate. Letters that are deemed unsuitable for publica-
tion shall not be printed elsewhere in the newspaper, including as 
a paid advertisement.

Letters and/or their author must have some relationship to our 
community. We do not accept letters on national topics from indi-
viduals who live outside our print circulation area. Please include 
your name, address and a daytime telephone number with your 
letter. You may mail it to us at Sewanee Mountain Messenger, P.O. 
Box 296, Sewanee, TN 37375, leave it at our offi  ce, 418 St. Mary’s 
Ln., or send your email to <news@sewaneemessenger.com>. — KB

Exempt Positions: Advance-
ment Offi  cer, University Relations; 
Airport Manager & Chief Instruc-
tor, Business Services-Sewanee 
Airport; Assistant Football Coach, 
Athletics; Associate University 
Registrar for Information Systems 
and Operations, Student Success; 
Athletic Trainer, Athletics; Digital 
Archivist, Archives and Special 
Collections, University Archives 
& Special Collections; Direc-
tor of Corporate and Functions 
Relations, Advancement; Energy 
Specialist, Facilities Management; 
Financial Aid Counselor/Senior 
Financial Aid Counselor, Financial 
Aid; Golf Course Superintendent-
Business Services, Golf Course; 
Manager of Engagement & Ad-
missions, SSMF, Sewanee Summer 
Music Festival. 

Non-Exempt Positions: Ac-
counting Administrator, Facilities 
Management Administration; 
Bean Master, Temporary, Finance 
&Treasurer Business Services; 
Campus Security Officer, On-
Call, Public Safety, Sewanee Police 
Department; Catering Logistics 
Coordinator, Sewanee Dining, 
Business Services, Sewanee Cater-
ing ; Catering Team Lead, Sewanee 
Catering; Child Care Provider-
Business Services, University Child 
Care; Childcare Provider (On-Call, 
Substitute), University Child Care 
Center; Digital Scholarship and 
Instruction Library, Information 
Literacy & Instructional Technol-
ogy; First Cook, Sewanee Dining, 
McClurg; FitWell Desk Attendant, 
Fitwell; FitWell Group Exercise 
Instructor, Flourishing Wellness 
Center; Forestry and Geology 

laboratory Coordinator, Earth and 
Environmental Systems; Ground-
skeeper, Facilities Management, 
Finance & Treasurer; On-Call 
Catering Attendant, Sewanee Din-
ing; On-Call, Equestrian Center 
Farm and Barn Hand, Athletics, 
Equestrian Center; Police Offi  cer 
(Full-Time 2 Positions Available), 
Sewanee Police Department; Police 
Offi  cer (Part-Time), Sewanee Police 
Department; Postal Worker, On-
Call, Business Services, Student 
Post Offi  ce; Second Cook, Sewanee 
Dining, McClurg; Sewanee Din-
ing Associate, Sewanee Dining, 
McClurg; Sewanee Shuttle Driv-
er, Sewanee Police Department; 
Th eorist-Composer, Tenure-Track, 
Music.

For more information call 
(931) 598-1381. Apply at <https://
jobs.sewanee.edu>.

University Job 
Opportunities

New to the Mountain?
Read what you have been missing.

<www.sewaneemessenger.com>

Resilience in Turbulent 
Times Workshop

A free workshop called "Resilience in Turbulent Times" will be off ered 
on from 1–5:30 p.m., Saturday, Feb.  22, at the Sewanee Community 
Center. It’s open to anyone in our community.

Th is workshop will off er a range of activities to take care of ourselves 
and each other through diffi  cult and unpredictable times. Th e workshop 
is being organized by Sherry Hamby and Alexis Miniat.

Many people have had to learn how to manage ongoing traumatic 
circumstances. 

Th is workshop will off er a combination of activities, such as mindful-
ness, to help reduce the wear and tear on our bodies caused by chronic 
stress.

We will also off er opportunities to share our stories about the impact 
of current events and engage in collective action. Several people from 
the community will help facilitate (more details coming).

Food will be served.
Th ere’s no charge to attend, but donations to help cover the costs of 

food and supplies are much appreciated.
Sign up here: <https://tinyurl.com/4sszevcz>. Questions? Email 

<sherry.hamby@gmail.com>.

Free Income Tax Prep 
Available

Th e IRS-certifi ed BetterFi and Sewanee Volunteer Income Tax As-
sistance (VITA) Program is processing and fi ling qualifying residents’ 
income taxes for its 11th year in a row. Th is year the students and volun-
teers are working with the University of the South, fi nancial nonprofi t 
BetterFi, and the South Cumberland Community Fund-sponsored South 
Cumberland Plateau AmeriCorps Program.

Grundy residents will be able to sign up online to schedule appoint-
ments on Th ursdays at BetterFi in Coalmont (9933 State Route 56) at 
<www.betterfi .co/vita>. 

Other tax sessions will be off ered at partner sites – fi lers should contact 
the site to sign up for an appointment time slot. Th e current schedule is as 
follows: Coff ee-Lannom Library (931) 455-2460, Saturday, March 22, 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m.; Manchester Library (931) 723-5143, Monday, March 3, 9 
a.m. to noon; Franklin County Senior Center (931) 967-9853, Monday, 
Feb. 24, 9 a.m. to noon and Monday, March 24, 9 a.m. to noon. 

Any resident who makes less than $67,000 a year, is disabled, or is 
elderly qualifi es for a free tax return.

Please note that unfortunately the volunteers will be unable to assist 
with 1099-Bs.

Each resident interested in fi ling must bring proof of identifi cation 
(a photo ID), social security cards (if fi ling jointly with another person 
then bring both social security cards and both individuals must be 
present), wage and earning statements (W-2, 1099, etc.), dividend and 
interest statements (if this applies to the resident fi ling), birth dates of the 
resident(s) and dependent(s), and banking account and routing numbers 
for direct deposit (found on a blank check).

If a resident fi ling does not have a social security card, then he/she 
must bring an IRS Individual Taxpayer Identifi cation Number (ITIN) 
assignment letter.

If your organization would like to host a tax session or if a fi ler cannot 
make any of the tax sessions, please email BetterFi at <hello@betterfi .
co> and BetterFi will try to accommodate.

Anne Chenoweth
REALTOR®

931.205.1299
anne.sewanee@gmail.com
      @anneonthemountain

Find Your 
Sewanee Home.

615.383.6964 • compass.com

#LoveSewanee

     
 Sewanee Mountain Storage

 Video Monitoring  Security Camera

Evan Barry
Hwy 41 - Between Sewanee & Monteagle

Rent online today! www.mountainstorage.net

(931) 967-5682

5x10 | 10x10 | 10x20

5x5 | 5x10 | 10x10 | 10x15 | 10x20
Temperature Controlled Units

Letter
THANK YOU FOR THE ARTICLE

To the Editor:
Th ank you for running the story concerning dog attacks in Sewanee. I 

live in the Jumpoff  region of Sewanee and have been bitten and attacked 
by loose dogs on two separate instances on the public road beside my 
house. Despite fi ling police reports (in Marion County), it has been 
diffi  cult to aff ect change — the dogs continue to roam freely. Th is is a 
serious safety issue, and I would support any action we can collectively 
take to make our community safer for pedestrians, bikers, and hikers, 
both on campus and in the greater Sewanee area. 

Th anks,
Laura Candler, Sewanee
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Cowan Commercial and 
Community Club Meeting

Area residents and business 
owners are invited to attend the 
next meeting of Cowan Com-
mercial and Community Club on 
Monday, Feb. 24, at 5:30 p.m.  Th is 
meeting will gather in the Com-
munity Room at Cowan Center 
for the Arts, 300 Montgomery St.,  
Cowan.

Coff ee with the Coach

Coffee with the Coach, an 
opportunity to learn more about 
Sewanee’s sports teams, will 
livestream the meeting at 9 a.m., 
Tuesday, Feb. 25, with Nate Burns, 
Baseball. Th e livestream will be 
available at <sewaneetigers.com/
watch>. Th e meeting will also be 
in-person at the Blue Chair.

FCDP Monthly Meeting

Th e Franklin County Demo-
cratic Party is scheduled to meet 
at 6 p.m., Tuesday, Feb. 25, at the 
Franklin County Annex Small 
Meeting Room, 839 Dinah Shore 
Blvd.

EQB Club

On Wednesday, Feb. 26, the 
EQB Club will learn about Solar 
Energy, with a very informative 
Lead (talk) given by Matt Kisber, 
co-founder of Silicon Ranch, which 
was founded in 2011 and is now 
one of the largest independent 
power producers in the country.  
Matt is a native of Jackson, Tenn., 
a 1982 graduate of Vanderbilt, 
served ten terms (20 years) in the 
Tennessee House of Representa-
tives.  In 2002, when Governor 
Bredesen was fi rst elected, Kisber 
was asked to serve in the gover-
nor’s cabinet as Commissioner of 
the Department of Economic and 
Community Development.  He 
now lives in Nashville with his wife, 
Paige.  He will tell us about solar 
power in general, the expectations 
of solar power, and the growth of 
the Silicon Ranch projects.  He 
should give us a real education in 
the future of energy conservation.  
Please come to welcome this visitor 
and to learn from him.

Members are asked to contact 
Susan Horton, C’73, Membership 
Coordinator, at <sshorton22151@
aol.com> for a luncheon reserva-
tion ($19/lunch).  Non-members 
or prospective members are always 
welcome to come at 12:25 p.m. to 
hear the presentation.   

Town of Monteagle

Th ere will be a Public Hearing 
on Ordinance 01-25 and 02-25 
Rate Increases at 4:30 p.m., Mon-
day, Feb. 24, 2025. Th e regular 
City Council meeting will follow 
at 5 p.m.

Th e Monteagle Planning Com-
mission is scheduled to meet at 
4 p.m., Tuesday, March 4, in the 
conference room at City Hall.

Monteagle-Sewanee 
Rotary Club

Th e Monteagle-Sewanee Rotary 
Club is scheduled to meet at 8 a.m., 
Thursday, Feb. 27, at Kennerly 
Hall, Parish of St. Mark and St. 
Paul. Rachel Killebrew from Tul-
lahoma: Saturn V Apollo Moon 
Program will present “My Most 
Exciting Day.”

Sewanee Civic Association

The Sewanee Civic Associa-
tion members will meet at 6 p.m., 
Monday, March 3, in Kennerly 
Hall, St. Mark and St. Paul. Social 
time with wine begins at 5:30 p.m., 
followed by dinner and a brief busi-

ness meeting. Th e program will be 
given by Ned Murray, Executive 
Director of the Friends of the South 
Cumberland State Parks. Reserva-
tions are due by Friday, Feb. 21, via 
email <sewaneecommunitychest@
gmail.com>.

Th is year, the SCA is celebrat-
ing 116 years of social and service 
opportunities for the community. 
Th e SCA is the sponsoring organi-
zation for the Sewanee Classifi eds, 
Treasures for the Chest, and the 
Sewanee Community Chest. Any 
adult who resides in the area and 
shares concerns of the community 
is invited to participate and become 
a member. For more information 
go to  <https://sewaneecivic.org>.

CCJP

Th e Cumberland Center for Jus-
tice and Peace annual board meet-
ing and potluck will be from 11 
a.m. to noon, Saturday, March 2, at 
the Cowan Community School, lo-
cated at 301 Montgomery Street in 
Cowan, as well as on Zoom. Email 
<cumberlandjusticeandpeace@
gmail.com> for the Zoom link. 

Sewanee Woman’s Club 
Meeting

A very important program (es-
pecially for persons who eat food!) 
will be presented at the Sewanee 
Woman’s Club’s Monday, March 
10 meeting, at St. Mary’s Sewanee.  
Matt and Laureen Sparacio from 
Cve Creek Farm in Monteagle will 
discuss regenerative agriculture 
which is a holistic approach to car-
ing for the land.  Th is is an impor-
tant discussion as these methods 
of growing  food  ensure a nutrient 
rich  and continuous food supply 
free of chemicals while preserving 
and improving the land by natural 
methods.   

All ladies are most welcome to 
the Sewanee Woman’s Club  meet-
ings.  Cost of membership for the 
rest of the year is a mere $10 which 
allows all to enjoy informative pro-
grams and connect with other very 
intelligent ladies of the mountain.  
Th e meeting begins at 11:30 a.m. 
which gives everyone time to so-
cialize and  enjoy a little beverage 
before lunch (cost $20) which is  
served at 11:50 a.m..  Th e program 
will start shortly after lunch.  Th e  
Sparacio’s presentation   is a must 
for all people who eat! Please make 
reservations by noon, Sunday, 
March 1 to <reservations.swc@
gmail.com>.   

Sewanee Emeriti 
Association

Th e Sewanee Emeriti Associa-
tion will meet from 3:30–5 p.m., 
Th ursday, March 13, at McGriff  

Alumni House (in front of the 
duPont Library on Georgia Av-
enue) for a talk by Robin Bates on 
“Sewanee, Th en and Now.” Th ere 
will be an opportunity to share 
your stories and questions after 
Robin’s talk.  Members and guests 
will continue the conversation with 
wine, non-alcoholic drinks, sweets 
and savory treats. If you have ques-
tions or would like a ride, please 
contact Trudy Cunningham (931) 
636-4637.

Robin Bates was not born in the 
Sewanee Hospital like his younger 
brothers, but he has many stories 
and impressions of growing up on 
the Domain, of observing changes 
in his hometown from afar, and of 
returning in retirement to actively 
engage in the community he has 
always loved.  Arriving in Sewanee 
at age three, Robin attended the 
Sewanee Children’s Center, the Se-
wanee Public School, and Sewanee 
Military Academy.  His most vivid 
memories are of the battles over 
desegregation of the schools, Otey 
Parish, and SMA.

A Professor Emeritus of English 
at St. Mary’s College of Maryland, 
Bates has 40 years of teaching expe-
rience, most recently as a Visiting 
Professor of English at Sewanee.  
He received his B.A. from Carleton 
College and his Ph.D. from Emory 
University.  He and his wife Julia 
have retired to Sewanee, where 
Robin serves as Senior Warden at 
the Parish of St. Mark and St. Paul, 
and as chair of both Friends of the 
Library and the Sewanee Tennis 
Association.

Annual Meeting of Cowan 
Railroad Museum

Cowan Railroad Museum, Inc., 
will hold a membership meeting on 
Th ursday, March 20, 2025 at the 
Franklin House / Firefl y Gallery, 
108 E. Cumberland St., in Cowan.  
Th e doors will open at 5:30 p.m. 
and the meeting will call to order 
at 6 p.m.  Th e purpose of the meet-
ing is to review the previous year, 
set goals for the current year, and 
vote on an annual budget.  Th e 
members will also elect a board of 
directors to serve a new two-year 
term.  Payment of dues or lifetime 
membership status is required to 
attend, participate, and vote.  For 
more information, leave a message 
at (931) 967-3078.

Upcoming Meetings

ORGANIC, LOCAL FOODS

SUPPLEMENTS & TOILETRIES

GARDEN SUPPLIES

YARN & ACCESSORIES

ANTIQUES, JEWELRY, GIFTS

CALL FOR CURB SERVICE

Store open 10-6 daily 931-924-7400

Market & EmporiumMarket & Empoorrrriiiium
Mooney’s

SCRLT Annual Bluebell 
Island Ramble

Are you interested in the unique wildfl owers and botanical variety 
of the South Cumberland Plateau bioregion? Th e South Cumberland 
Regional Land Trust (SCRLT) invites you to our annual Bluebell Is-
land Ramble at 10 a.m., Saturday, March 22, and running until about 
noon. Bluebell Island was SCRLT’s fi rst conservation initiative in the 
late 1990s and protects the unique habitat on Bluebell Island in the Elk 
River, home to trilliums, bluebells, and many other species of wildfl ower 
endemic to our area.

Accessing Bluebell Island requires a stream crossing over a temporary 
bridge and about a 1 mile round trip walk on a fl at, but unimproved, 
trail along the Elk River. Please don’t let concerns about access deter you. 
We’ll have several volunteers on hand to assist, we’ll do everything we can 
to help you get across the bridge, and there are many of the same fl owers 
along the riverbank to enjoy even if the stream crossing is not possible.

Meet and park alongside the driveway at 13811 David Crockett Pkwy. 
E, Decherd, adjacent to the Elk River. Th is location is about 1 mile 
southwest on Hwy 64 from the Interstate 24 Pelham exit. Th e “E” in 
the 13811 David Crockett Pkwy. E address is very important with GPS 
devices. Weather does sometimes impact this event in terms of the water 
level of the river. Should the island be inaccessible that morning due to 
high water, the event will go on and SCRLT will post notices on Sewanee 
Classifi eds along with our Instagram (@southcumberlandlandtrust) and 
Facebook pages. You can contact SCRLT at <hello@scrlt.org>.

Housing Sewanee Accepting 
Resident Applications

Housing Sewanee (HSI) is accepting applications for a resident for 
the newest Housing Sewanee home at Sherwood Spring on Sherwood 
Road. HSI selects potential homeowners whose fi nancial situation makes 
home ownership otherwise diffi  cult or impossible.  

Founded in 1993, Housing Sewanee has built more than 20 homes 
in the Sewanee area, providing aff ordable housing for qualifi ed com-
munity residents. Construction of these homes comes from community 
volunteers and construction costs are covered by fundraising and com-
munity grants including the Sewanee Community Chest and the South 
Cumberland Community Fund.  

Applications are available through the end of February, and can be 
found and submitted at the Housing Sewanee website at <www.hous-
ingsewaneeinc.com>. Applications are reviewed by the application com-
mittee and a new client is selected by the HSI board. A client is selected 
based on the application, displayed needs, and the proven ability to meet 
home ownership costs. 

Applications will be reviewed as received until a new resident is 
selected.  For more information, please contact Rob Matlock at <rmat-
lockconstr@gmail.com>.  

Down Home, Down the Street
754 West Main St., Monteagle 

(931) 924-3135
8 a.m. to 9 p.m. 7 days a week
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among the most dramatic of mo-
ments in the Old Testament. 

We invite the community to join 
us for Ash Wednesday worship on 
Wednesday,  March 5 at 6:30 p.m. 
Th is time will be an invitation into 
the time during which we will be 
observing a holy Lent.

Children are welcome at Mor-
ton! Th ey are invited to interact 
with our pastor during worship. 
Our children will explore the idea 
of forgiveness as we hear the story 
of Joseph forgiving his brothers in 
All God’s Children message. Fol-
lowing worship, children will have 
time together in activities with Ms. 
Margaret in Children’s Church. 

To learn more, accept this invi-
tation to worship at Morton Me-
morial United Methodist Church. 
Morton is located at 322 West 
Main Street in Monteagle and our 
service begins at 11 a.m. In addition 

to a thought-provoking message, 
you can look forward to inspira-
tional music. If you are unable to 
attend and want to sample worship 
at Morton, the service will be live 
streamed at Morton’s Facebook 
and YouTube pages and is avail-
able there in the week following 
the service.

St. James Episcopal

St. James celebrates Holy Eu-
charist every Sunday at 9 a.m. 
We gather after the service for 
conversation and coff ee. St. James 
is located at 898 Midway Road. All 
are welcome.

St. Mark and St. Paul

Th is Sunday the Holy Eucharist 
will be celebrated at 8:30 a.m. and 
11 a.m. Th e 11 a.m. service will be 
livestreamed on our Facebook page 

and remains available there.
Nursery Services: Infants and 

toddlers through three years old 
are invited to gather downstairs in 
Claiborne Hall. 

Godly Play continues this Sun-
day at 9:45 a.m. for children (3 
years old through 5th grade).

Youth Sunday School: Students 
in 6th-12th grade are invited to 
gather with friends upstairs in 
Brooks Hall for games, prayer, and 
Bible study with Paul and Andrea 
Richaud.

Ash Wednesday: Th e Holy Eu-
charist with Imposition of Ashes 
will be celebrated on Wednesday, 
March 5, at 12:15 p.m. and 7 p.m.

Elise Kikis, currently chair of 
Sewanee’s biology department and 
co-director of the Offi  ce of Under-
graduate Research and Scholarship, 

Church Calendar
Abundant Life Assembly of God, Cowan
 10:30 a.m. Worship, Sunday
All Saints’ Chapel
 8 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I, Sunday
 11 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Sunday
Bible Baptist Church, Monteagle 
 10 a.m. Worship Service, Sunday
 5:30 p.m. Evening Service, Sunday
 5:30 p.m.  Evening Worship, Wednesday
Calvary Baptist Church, Winchester
 10 a.m. Sunday School
 11 a.m. Worship Service, Sunday
 4 p.m.  Evening Worship, Sunday
 7 p.m. Prayer Meeting, Wednesday
Chapman Chapel Church of the 
Nazarene, Pelham
 9:30 a.m. Sunday School, Sunday
 10:45 a.m. Morning Worship, Sunday
 6 p.m. Evening Worship, Sunday
 7 p.m. Bible study, Wednesday
Christ Church Monteagle
 10:45 a.m. Holy Communion, Sunday
Christ Church, Tracy City
 10 a.m. Bible Study, Sunday
 11 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Sunday
Christ the King Anglican Church, Decherd 
 9 a.m. Sunday Service, Sunday
 6:30 p.m. Healing/prayer service 
City Light Church, Monteagle
 10:45 a.m. Worship Service, Sunday
Cowan Fellowship Church
 11 a.m. Worship Service, Sunday
Cumberland Presbyterian Church, Cowan
 11 a.m. Worship, Sunday
Cumberland Presbyterian Church, Monteagle
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School, Sunday
 11 a.m. Worship Service, Sunday
Cumberland Presbyterian Church, Sewanee
 9 a.m. Worship Service, Sunday
 10 a.m. Sunday School, Sunday
Decherd Presbyterian Church
 11 a.m. Worship (Sunday)
Decherd United Methodist Church
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School, Sunday
 10:50 a.m. Worship Service, Sunday
Epiphany Mission, Sherwood
 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II, Sunday
First Baptist Church, Cowan
 9:15 a.m. Sunday School, Sunday
 10:25 a.m. Worship, Sunday
First Church of the Nazarene, Cowan
 11 a.m. Worship Service, Sunday
Good Shepherd Catholic Church, Decherd
 5 p.m. Mass, Saturday
 10:30 a.m. Mass, Sunday
 12:30 p.m. Spanish Mass, Sunday
Goshen C. P. Church, Winchester
 11 a.m. Worship Service, Sunday
Grace Fellowship Church
 10:30 a.m. Sunday School/Worship Service
Harrison Chapel Methodist Church, Midway
 10 a.m. Sunday School
 11 a.m. Sunday Morning Service
 5 p.m. Sunday Evening Service
Highpointe Apostolic Church, Monteagle
 10 a.m. Sunday School, Sunday
 11 a.m. Worship, Sunday
 7 p.m. Worship, Wednesday
Hobbs Hill Community Church, Tracy City
 10 a.m. Sunday School, Sunday
 11 a.m. Morning Service, Sunday
 5 p.m. Evening Service, Sunday
 6 p.m. Evening Service, Wednesday
Marble Plains Baptist Church, Winchester
 9:30 a.m. Sunday School, Sunday
 10:30 a.m. Morning Service, Sunday
 5 p.m. Evening Service, Sunday
 6 p.m. Mid-week Service, Wednesday 

Midway Baptist Church
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School, Sunday
 10:45 a.m. Morning Service, Sunday
 6 p.m. Evening Service, Sunday
 6 p.m. Bible Study, Wednesday
Midway Church of Christ
 10 a.m. Bible Study, Sunday
 11 a.m. Morning Service, Sunday
 6 p.m. Evening Service, Sunday
Monteagle Church of Christ
 11 a.m. Morning Service, Sunday
 6 p.m. Bible Study, Wednesday
Monteagle First Baptist Church
 11 a.m. Worship Service, Sunday
 6 p.m. Bible Study, Wednesday
Monteagle Seventh-day Adventist Church
 10 a.m.  Bible Study, Saturday
 11 a.m.  Worship, Saturday
 7 p.m.  Prayer and Study, Tuesday 
Morton Memorial United Methodist, Mon-
teagle
Service available online after noon Sunday, link is 
at <https://www.mortonmemorialumc.com> on FB
 10 a.m. Sunday School, until 10:45 a.m.
 11 a.m. Worship Service, Sunday
Mountain of God Tabernacle, Monteagle
Online worship services. Call (931) 924-5339 or 
go to <https://www.tdworldministries.org>
 11 a.m. Worship Service, Sunday
 6 p.m. Prayer Service, Wednesday
New Creations Ministries, Rayburn Chapel
 4 p.m. Prayer Meeting, Sunday
New Hope Church of God in Christ, Cowan
 11 a.m. Sunday Service, Sunday
 6 p.m. Sunday Service, Sunday
Pelham United Methodist Church
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School, Sunday
 11 a.m. Worship Service, Sunday
St. Agnes’ Episcopal Church, Cowan
 11 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Sunday
St. James-Midway Episcopal Church
 9 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Sunday
St. Margaret Mary Catholic Church, Alto
 8 a.m. Mass, Sunday
St. Mark & St. Paul
 8:30 a.m. Nursery, basement of Kennerly Hall 

(Sewanee Children’s Center), Sunday
 8:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Sunday
 9:45 a.m. Godly Play
 9:45 a.m. Youth Sunday School
 9:45 a.m. Sunday Forum
 11 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Sunday, livestream 

Facebook 
St. Mary’s Sewanee Retreat Center
 4 p.m. Centering Prayer Group, Th ursday
Sewanee Church of God
 10 a.m. Worship Service, Sunday
Sewanee Zen, Stone Nest Dojo
 7 a.m. Zazen, Tuesday-Th ursday
 10 a.m. Zazen and Ceremony, Sunday
Sisters of St. Mary Convent Chapel
 7 a.m. Morning Prayer, Tuesday–Friday
 5 p.m. Evening Prayer, Tuesday–Friday
 7:30 a.m.  Morning Prayer, Saturday
 5 p.m. Evensong, Saturday
 8 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Sunday
 5 p.m. Evensong, Sunday
Tracy City First Baptist Church 
 10:45 a.m. Morning Worship, Sunday
Trinity Episcopal Church, Winchester
 10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Sunday
 12:30 p.m. Lectionary Bible Study, Tuesday
Unitarian Universalist Church, Tullahoma
 10 a.m. Service, Sunday
Valley Home Community Church, Pelham
 10 a.m.  Sunday School
 11 a.m.  Morning Service, Sunday

(Continued on page 5)

Church News
All Saints’ Chapel

Sundays during the Academic 
Year, services at All Saints’ Chapel 
will be at 8 a.m., Holy Eucharist, 
Rite I  and  11 a.m., Holy Eucharist, 
Rite II.

Community Ash 
Wednesday Service at 

Cowan 1st Baptist

Th e churches of Cowan Minis-
terial Association will gather for a 
shared Ash Wednesday service on 
March 5, at 6 p.m., at Cowan First 
Baptist Church.  Rev. Ronnie Pit-
tenger will be the speaker and the 
host church will lead in music and 

song.  Ash Wednesday marks the 
beginning of Lent, a 40-day season 
of fasting and preparation that leads 
to the celebration of Easter Sunday.  
Cowan First Baptist is located at 
316 W. Cumberland St. in Cowan.  
All are invited to attend.  For more 
information log on to <www.cow-
anchurches.org>.

Morton Memorial United 
Methodist

“Changing the Narrative (Jo-
seph’s Story)” is the name of Sun-
day’s sermon, based on Genesis 45. 
Th at chapter of the Bible relates 
when Joseph makes himself known 
to his brothers and his father. It’s 

Obituaries
James Michael “Mike” Gilliam

James Michael “Mike” Gilliam, age 76 of Monteagle, died on Feb. 
14, 2025. He was born on July 17, 1948, to John Owen Gilliam and 
Annie Scott Gilliam. He was preceded in death by his fathers, John 
Owen Gilliam and Dean Sutherland; mother, Annie Sutherland; wife, 
Shirley Gilliam; and son, Johnny Ray Gilliam.

He is survived by his brothers, Tony (Sharon) Gilliam of Monteagle, 
Eddie (Mary) Gilliam of Trenton, Ga., and Keith (Wanda) Gilliam of 
Waleska, Ga.; and several nieces and nephews.

Visitation with the family is today, Friday, Feb. 21, 2025, from 10 
a.m. until the Funeral Service at 1 p.m. with Bro. Jeff  Collinger offi  ciat-
ing.  Both visitation and service are at Cumberland Funeral Home, 207 
Mabee Avenue, Monteagle. Interment follows in Monteagle Cemetery. 
Military Honors will be provided by Sequatchie Valley Honor Guard. 
For complete obituary go to <www.cumberlandfuneralhome.net>.

Dee Meeks

Dee Meeks, age 84 of Tracy City, died on Feb. 14, 2025, at Erlanger 
Medical Center, Chattanooga. He was born on Dec. 14, 1940, in Tracy 
City to Wiley Clint Meeks and Alma Smartt Meeks. He owned and 
operated the Marion Coal Company until his retirement, and attended 
the Plainview Community Church. He was preceded in death by his 
parents; brothers Clint, Chet and George Meeks; and sisters, Pat Birdwell, 
Betty Sue O’Neal, Betty Mae Meeks, Lib Crisp, Mary Meeks, Louise 
Meeks, Helen Perry and Nadine Sweeny.

He is survived by his wife, Deloris Boyd Meeks; son, Ronnie D. 
“Oink” Meeks; daughters, Jan (David) Frechette, Elaine (Jeff ) Cook and 
Shannah Burnette; brother David (Susie) Meeks, nine grandchildren; 
nine great-grandchildren, and many nieces and nephews.

Funeral Services were on Feb. 18, 2025 from the Foster & Lay Chapel  
of Cumberland Funeral Home, Tracy City with Ministers Bobby Winton 
and Mike Rigsby offi  ciating. Interment followed in Plainview Cemetery. 
For complete obituary go to <www.cumberlandfuneralhome.net>.

Jackie Lee Meeks

Jackie Lee Meeks, age 77 of Pelham, died on Feb. 13, 2025. He was 
born on May 2, 1947, to Blanton and Clara Haley Meeks. He was pre-
ceded in death by his parents; son Jeff rey Warren Meeks; stepdaughter, 
Charlotte Arnold; stepson, Anthony Arnold; and granddaughter Megan 
Arnold.

He is survived by his wife of 40 years, Louise Meeks; children Jeff rey 
Don Meeks, Angela Meeks, and Shane (Carla) Meeks; sister, Wanda 
(Martin) Davidson; six grandchildren, six great-grandchildren, and 
many friends.

Funeral Services were on Feb. 17, 2025, from the Chapel of Cumber-
land Funeral Home, Monteagle with Bro. Owen Campbell offi  ciating.  
Interment followed in Bethel Cemetery. For complete obituary go to 
<www.cumberlandfuneralhome.net>.

Bill Melton

Bill Melton, age 68, of Tracy City, died on Feb. 6, 2025. He was 
born on June 9, 1956, to C.D. Melton and Jessie Pauline Parson Melton. 
He was preceded in death by his parents; wife, Darlene Kay Childress 
Melton; daughter Dawn Marie Melton; son, Billy Edward Melton; 
brother, Dave Melton; special mother-in-law, Gloria Woodlee; and 
brother-in-law, Ronald Hughes Sr.

He is survived by his daughter Misty May Melton; brothers Tom 
(Janie) Melton, Henry (Karen) Melton, and Wayne (Lisseth Stewart) 
Melton; sister Virginia Melton Hughes; brothers-in-law, Doug (Sandy) 
Woodlee, Ronnie Childers, and Donnie Childers; sisters-in-law, Sue 
Childers and Sue Melton; two grandchildren, and many nieces and 
nephews.

A Memorial Service was on Feb. 16, 2025, from the Foster & Lay 
Chapel of Cumberland Funeral Home, Tracy City with Bro. Paul Tittle 
offi  ciating. For complete obituary go to <www.cumberlandfuneralhome.
net>.

Brian Keith Taylor

Brian Keith Taylor, age 66 of Ft. Myers, Fla., died on Feb. 4, 2025, at 
his home. He was born on May 2, 1958, in Coronado, Calif., to George 
P. and Evelyn T. Taylor. He was preceded in death by his father, George 
P. Taylor, Jr.; and brother George Michael Taylor. 

He is survived by his mother, Evelyn Taylor of Sewanee; siblings Ken 
Taylor of Sewanee and Patricia Gray of Shelbyville, Tenn.; children, Keith 
Taylor and Chance Taylor; grandchildren, Rowan Taylor, Harper Taylor 
and Elliott Taylor; several nieces, nephews and cousins; and companion, 
Laura Diane Krischuck.

Funeral services are not planned at this time. Please send letters of 
condolence to Evelyn Taylor, P.O. Box 877, Sewanee, TN 37375.
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333 West Main Street
Monteagle, TN 37356

(931) 924-3292 

Bonnie Nunley - Owner
Daily deliveries to Sewanee 

for more than 40 years.

Monteagle Florist

Spring is almost here!  
Brighten their day with a  

special bouquet.

Shop Local

1045W.Main Street Monteagle TN 37356
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will speak on “Human Health, 
Aging, and the Environment” at 
the St. Mark and St. Paul Sunday 
Forum this Sunday, Feb. 23, at 
9:45-10:45 a.m. Dr. Kikis is an 
expert on the impact of environ-
mental factors on the body.

Dr. Kikis came to Sewanee in 
2012 after having earned a B.A. in 
Biology from Cornell and a Ph.D. 
in Plant Biology from Berkeley. She 
also served as a postdoctoral fellow 
at Northwestern University, where 
she initiated a long-term research 
program aimed at understand-
ing the molecular underpinnings 
of protein folding diseases such 
as Alzheimer’s disease. She has 
published 20 articles, many with 
Sewanee undergraduate student 
co-authors, in internationally rec-
ognized journals. She has also 
successfully competed for research 
grants from the National Institutes 
of Health, the Kennedy’s Disease 
Association, and the Appalachian 
College Association. 

Please join us at noon, Friday, 
Feb. 28, in Kennerly Hall, for the 
fi rst CAC Community Meal of the 
semester. Th e community meals are 
free lunches on the last Friday of 
each month hosted by the Univer-
sity of the South students working 
at CAC. We encourage you all to 
join us for our community meals 
and share in fellowship with one 
another. 

Mardi Gras: Let the good times 
roll for a New Orleans themed 
celebration in Kennerly Hall at 5 
p.m., Tuesday, March 4. Everyone 
and every age is welcome.

Rite-13: Rite-13 meets from 4-6 
p.m. in Brooks Hall. If you have 
any questions, please email Hilary 
<hbwchurch@gmail.com>.

Centering Prayer Groups: Th e 
Tuesday Centering Prayer group 
meets at 2:30 p.m. in the sanctu-
ary. Our Monday Centering Prayer 
group continues to meet at 7 p.m.

Adult Choir rehearsals are Sun-
days 12:15-1 p.m. Th e choir warms 
up at 10:30 a.m. prior to the second 
service.

Children’s Choir rehearsal for 
grades K-5 takes place in Kennerly 
Hall Wednesdays at 2:45 p.m.. If 
you have questions email Wyatt 
Poe at: <music@stmarkstpaul.org>.

Lectionary Bible Study: Brooks 
Hall, Tuesdays at 3:30 p.m.

Absalom 
Jones 

Celebration 
The Beloved Community of 

the Episcopal Church announces 
the ninth annual celebration of 
Absalom Jones. The Absalom 
Jones Celebration will be at 3 p.m., 
Sunday, Feb. 23, at Christ Church 
Cathedral, 900 S. Broadway St., 
Nashville. Th e preacher is the Rev. 
Ollie Rencher, Rector of Grace/ St. 
Luke’s Church in Memphis. He 
is a dynamic and talented priest 
from our neighboring Tennessee 
diocese. Th e Chamber Choir of St. 
Bartholomew’s Church, Nashville, 
under the direction of David Ma-
deira, has put together a dynamic 
array of gospel music and spirituals, 
along with familiar hymns.

Th e Episcopal Church remem-
bers Absalom Jones — the first 
Black man to be ordained to the 
priesthood —each year on Feb. 13. 

Th e off ering collected at the ser-
vice is designated for the two His-
toric Black Universities (HBCU’s) 
founded by the Episcopal Church. 
The Diocese of Tennessee has 
raised nearly $10,000 for these two 
institutions since 2017. If you are 
unable to attend this exciting event 
in person, it will also be available on 
live stream.

black churches, and black sports 
has many more stories to tell.

Following McLemore’s dynam-
ic glimpse into the backrooms of 
local history, the Nashville theater 
company Dream 7 Productions 
presented excerpts from Olugbola 
Gubasavi’s new play, “Weusi.” A 
translator and interpreter who 
speaks fl uent Kiswahili, Gubasavi 
described the play as “the story of 
black history from the beginning 
of the continent until now. Weusi 
means blackness, but it also means 
we the people in our community 
honor the family and the individ-
ual.” Designed as immersive theater 
beckoning audience participation, 
spontaneous singing and rhythm 
tapping from the audience joined 
the performing cast. Dream 7, 
middle Tennessee’s oldest African 
American theater company, will 
perform “Weusi” at Nashville’s 
Looby Center Theater through 

Feb. 23. For tickets see <https://
www.dream7productions.com>. 
Dream 7’s fi rst musical, produced 
in 2020, recounted the story of the 
Fisk Jubilee Singers and the behind-
the-scenes story about why Nash-
ville is called Music City, which 
has nothing to do with Country 
Music — when Queen Victoria 
heard the Jubilee singers perform, 
she remarked, “You must be from 
the city of music.”

Rising to the inspiration of the 
evening, Minister Holman said 
in closing, “Knowledge is one of 
the few things you can give away 
without reducing the amount. We 
have to keep educating our own.” A 
special shout-out to Sandra Brown, 
longtime organizer and coordina-
tor of the annual Franklin County 
Black History Celebrations. Several 
commented that this was the best 
Franklin County Black History 
Celebration yet.

Stories (continued from page 1)

Betty Krulik who is very knowledgeable about 19th century American 
art. One of her last comments when we were being fi lmed was, ‘He signed 
these paintings with every stroke of the brush.’”

A curious coincidence reared its head with the paintings’ authenticity 
confi rmed. Th e Chattanooga Hunter Museum of American Art owned 
another Winslow Homer painting from the same series, “Girl on a Swing.”

Ultimately Morgret and her three siblings decided to sell the paintings, 
putting to rest a diffi  cult decision about who would inherit them. But 
at the Jan. 23 sale at Christie’s Auction House, Morgret struggled with 
wanting to bid on “Boy and Girl on a Swing.” Although the watercolor 
with the lower appraisal value, due to fading from exposure to light, 
“Boy and Girl on a Swing” is Morgret’s personal favorite. “Th e color of 
blue in that painting is my favorite color and it just makes me feel good. 
And kids swinging on a swing is more like play than bringing water up 
from a well.”  Th e scene contrasts sharply with the anti-slavery theme of 
some Winslow Homer oil paintings.

With fees, “Boy and Girl on a Swing” sold for $75,600. “Boy and Girl 
at a Well” sold for $113,400.

Antiques Roadshow will feature Morgret’s two paintings in an upcom-
ing “Best of Antiques Roadshow” special.

For Morgret, the paintings’ story has unpeeled like an onion. Each 
layer has revealed new secrets and new questions, which may never be 
answered. What did her great grandmother pay for the two paintings? 
What attracted her great grandmother to these two paintings which are 
unique for being the only paintings in the series featuring both a boy and 
a girl? Why did her great grandmother give the paintings to her mother, 
which Morgret speculates is the case since she recalls the paintings being 
on display in her childhood home long before her grandmother died, 
suggesting her grandmother likely never owned them.

And fi nally, and most perplexing to Morgret is why no one in her 
family ever mentioned who painted the watercolors. “My entire female 
line of my mother’s family is college educated. And you would think 
they would pass that kind of information down,” she said with a sigh.

“Hopefully they went to someone who will either loan them for 
exhibits or lots of people will come to their house so they get wider 
exposure,” Morgret mused, her voice betraying a hope others will have 
the opportunity to love them, as well.

Paintings (continued from page 1) SUD: Offi  cers, Training 
Policy, Hydrant Flushing 

Practices
by Leslie Lytle, Messenger Staff  Writer

At the Feb. 18 meeting, the Sewanee Utility District Board of Com-
missioners elected offi  cers, voted to adopt a commissioner training policy, 
and discussed fi re-hydrant fl ushing state requirements relative to ISO 
scoring for the Sewanee Fire Department.

Th e board reelected Charlie Smith president, elected Johnny Hughes 
vice president, and elected Clay Yeatman secretary for 2025.

At the January meeting the board discussed utility boards being more 
closely monitored to verify all commissioners completed the minimum 
required commissioner training hours. Th e policy adopted by the board 
holds reelected commissioners to the same training-hours requirement as 
newly elected commissioners. Th e policy stipulates, “Sewanee Utility Dis-
trict wishes to go above and beyond the minimum training requirements 
... every Board member will, upon election or re-election to the Board, 
complete a minimum of 12 hours of continuing education training 
within an initial period of 12 months of said election: And, furthermore, 
all Board members will complete a minimum of 12 additional hours of 
continuing education training within the 3 year period following the 
initial 12 month period.” SUD manager Ben Beavers commented that, 
in addition to meeting the state requirement, the board completing com-
missioner training could positively impact SUD’s ability to receive grants.

Commissioner Donnie McBee initiated the discussion about fi re 
hydrant fl ushing. “Th e fi re department lost 13 points on their ISO 
calculation,” McBee said. “Chief Terry Smith feels like it could aff ect 
residents’ homeowners insurance. It had something to do with fi re hy-
drants and attention to fi re hydrants. Are the hydrants required to be 
serviced on certain terms?”

“Not on the ISO terms,” Charlie Smith said.
“What we’re required [by state law] is every year we have to fl ush all 

the dead-end lines. Th ere are 50 or 60 of these. Once every fi ve years 
we have to fl ush the other hydrants,” Beavers said. SUD fl ushes these 
hydrants on a rotating basis. “We’re not required to put a gauge on them 
and do a fl ow test. What ISO requires to get the most points is every year 
you have to fl ow test every hydrant. We have 269.” Th e fi re department’s 
ISO rating did not change, according to Beavers.

“[Hydrant fl ushing] is only one small element of the whole ISO 
rating,” Charlie Smith added. “Sewanee has big city [fi re protection] 
problems in a rural community. Th ere are multiple high-rise buildings, 
a rural utility district, and a volunteer fi re department.”

“On some of these buildings [for fi re suppression] they want 3,500 
gallons per minute of sustained fl ow for four hours,” Beavers pointed out. 
“Our best hydrant by the water plant will fl ow 1,700-1,800 gpm, and as 
you get farther away it decreases.” As to the feasibility of annually fl ow 
testing and fl ushing all hydrants, Beavers said, “It would take one-third 
to one-half of one worker’s time over a year plus the water loss.”

In a related matter, Beavers said the University had still not installed 
meters on the fi re lines at Hamilton Hall and Biehl Commons. “I’m 
going to turn the water off  on the fi re suppression at Biehl Commons 
until they get it fi xed. Th ey’ve had plenty of time to get a meter and put 
it in the ground. It’s been a year or more.”

Local Food Available
Th e South Cumberland Farmer’s Market has breads, fruits, vegetables, 

eggs, coff ee, meats and more available. Ordering takes place each week 
online from Friday at 9 p.m. to Monday at noon. Walk-in pickup is on 
Tuesdays, 4–6 p.m., at the Sewanee Community Center. To order go 
to <https://openfoodnetwork.net/south-cumberland-farmer-s-market/
shop>. 
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www.SewaneeRealty.com • Realtors@SewaneeRealty.com

Broker 
931.636.4111

patsy@
sewaneerealty.

com

-

931.952.2468
marie@

sewaneerealty.
com

Broker 
865.599.4236

lynn@
sewaneerealty.

com

Broker 
931.581.2149
tabitha@

sewaneerealty.
com

Broker 
931.224.1935 

beth@
sewaneerealty.

com

Broker 
931.663.9892
morgan@

sewaneerealty.
com

Broker 
931.808.8948

dee@
sewaneerealty.

com

Meeks

615.971.0878 
samantha@
sewaneerealty.

com Buy Factory Direct!

1765 Decherd Blvd., 
Decherd, TN  

(931) 967-0020
Exterior doors, Interior doors, Cabiinets, Moldings, Hardware, & Windows

CALL for details!

INTERIOR DOOR

SPECIAL
Only $99

* While supplies last.

All Makes & Models • Service Calls • 
Quality Parts 

ASE Master Certified Auto Technician • 
35 Years’ Experience

Tune-ups • Tires  • Tire Repair • Brakes • Steering 
• Oil Changes • Batteries • Computer Diagnostics

Open 9 to 5 M-F
(931) 598-5743 • 76 University Ave.

SEWANEE AUTO REPAIR
Complete Auto  & Truck Repair

A

Tune-ups • Tir
• Oil Changes 

Anniversary of the 1985 Ice Storm

Th is marks the 40th anniversary of the 1985 ice storm. Annie 
Armour, former archivist of the University, described it this way 
in a Messenger column in 2012:

Anyone who has lived around Sewanee for any amount of time 
knows that the Mountain can have some extreme winter weather. 
We might see snow, and a lot of it, while Winchester gets only a 
dusting. Snow off ers opportunities to skip studying and take a 
dining hall tray to the nearest hill, to make snow angels and forts 
and have snowball fi ghts or to snuggle up with hot chocolate and 
a good book. 

Ice, on the other hand, can strike terror into any sane person’s 
soul. Ice-covered trees might glow and refl ect beautifully in the 
sun, but too much ice causes big 
trouble. Sewanee has had three 
major ice storms in the last 50 years. 
One, however, on Feb. 1, 1985, made 
national news. 

The storm struck during the 
night, and upon waking nothing 
appeared out of sorts. It was just 
another dreary, rainy winter’s day. 
But schools were closed, even St. 
Andrew’s-Sewanee School, which 
was odd. Unprecedented, in fact.

Soon the thrill of an unexpected 
holiday gave way to trepidation 
as ice began collecting rapidly on 
everything. Sewanee was having an 
ice storm.

Sparks danced off  electric lines 
in spectacular fi reworks, and soon 
the electricity went out altogether. 
With it went furnaces and water pumps. Th e eerie silence inside 
was punctuated by frequent loud popping and crashing outside, 
as trees and branches fell in quick succession. Cars were sealed 
into big ice cubes. When the cold rain stopped, several inches 
of ice coated the Sewanee area. Nearly every electric line on the 
Mountain had snapped. Hundreds of trees lay across roads and on 
houses and cars. Temperatures plunged. Ironically, Martin Springs 
had no ice whatsoever.

Th e community rallied to put the pieces together again while 
millions watched on national television. Th e National Guard 
came by convoy to supply generators, trucks, water, diesel fuel and 
extra workers, while students lined the streets to welcome them. 
With classes canceled, many students escaped to more hospitable 
climates. Th e rest compacted into the few dorms with heat. Th e 
University’s physical plant department worked to clear hazards 
and keep heat going manually in dorms. 

Every resident with a four-wheel drive vehicle and a chainsaw 
braved the frigid temperatures to help clear trees. Th ere were at 
least 50 downed trees across Jump Off  Road alone. 

Oaklawn Baptist Church hosted several refugees. Th e hospital 
kept others. Gailor Dining Hall served food to anyone who came 
in. Other folks cooked on their grills or over fi replaces. Th e police 
and others checked on the elderly. Many opened their homes to 
neighbors. DREMC and TVA crews came to help rewire the com-
munity, which took several days. Th e fi re department fought three 
fi res. Th e EMTs took a resident to the hospital for smoke inhala-
tion and stayed with the fi refi ghters to help and deliver Gatorade.

In the end, then Vice-Chancellor Bob Ayres summed it up: 
“Th e spirit of cooperation in every segment of the community was 
a marvel to watch and experience. People showed great care for 
one another. Th ey thought of others before themselves, and this 
was evident everywhere I went.”

Debby Stirling wrote an ac-
count of the 1985 storm. It 
is available in the University 
Archives.

ALOOK BACK
from the pages of the Sewanee Mountain Messenger

Mountain Goat Trail Race 
Set for April 19

Th e Mountain Goat Trail Race, sponsored by Mountain Outfi tters, 
returns for the 10th time on Saturday, April 19.

Th e day features a 5-mile run, a 2-mile walk, and a half marathon, 
all ending at Mountain Outfi tters. All proceeds will go to the Moun-
tain Goat Trail Alliance (MGTA) to support Mountain Goat Trail 
construction.

“We’re thrilled that it’s time to work once more with our longstanding 
sponsor, Mountain Outfi tters, on the annual race. Entrants can expect 
the fun and the great drawings for gear that we’ve had pretty much every 
year it’s been run,” said Patrick Dean, executive director of the MGTA.

Th e 5-mile run will begin at 9:30 a.m. in downtown Sewanee; the 
2-mile walk will begin at 10:15 a.m. at La Bella Pearl’s. Both will fi nish 
at Mountain Outfi tters in Monteagle. Prizes will be awarded for the 
fastest men’s and women’s 5-mile fi nishers. Drawings for outdoor gear 
from Mountain Outfi tters and presentation of awards are planned after 
the fi nish of the run & walk.

Th e half-marathon (13.1 miles) will begin at 8 a.m. at Mountain Out-
fi tters and follow the Mountain Goat Trail to Sewanee, looping on side 
roads before returning to the fi nish at Mountain Outfi tters. Drawings 
for outdoor gear from Mountain Outfi tters and presentation of awards 
are planned after the fi nish.

To learn more or to register, go to <www.mountaingoattrail.org/race/>.

Rescheduled: 
Speculation, 
Jane Austen’s 
Favorite Card 

Game
Friends of the Library of Se-

wanee: Th e University of the South 
and the Department of English 
invite you to attend an event fea-
turing Dr. Robin R. Bates, Profes-
sor Emeritus of English from St. 
Mary’s College of Maryland. Dr. 
Bates will discuss the importance 
of card playing in Jane Austen’s 
novels and will instruct attendees in 
how to play Speculation, one of the 
card games played in  “Mansfi eld 
Park.” Because of the inclement 
weather, this event is rescheduled 
for Monday, Feb. 24, at 7 p.m., in 
Convocation Hall. Folks can still 
RSVP to <pcowan@sewanee.edu> 
by Friday, Feb. 21. 

Dr. Bates has a PhD in 18th 
century British literature from 
Emory University and spent his 
career teaching British literature at 
St. Mary’s College of Maryland. In 
2018 he retired to Sewanee, where 
he grew up and where he has served 
as an occasional Visiting Professor 
of English.

Although the protagonist of 
“Mansfi eld Park” is no card player, 
Austen informs us that “it was im-
possible for Fanny not to feel herself 
mistress of the rules of the game in 
three minutes.” In other words, it 
is a very simple game, with Austen 
reporting in a letter, “I introduced 
Speculation, and it was so much 
approved that we hardly knew how 
to leave off .” Attendees who would 
rather watch than play, however, 
can do so. An English tea will be 
served during the card game and 
Jane Austen-themed prizes will be 
awarded to the winners. We request 
that you RSVP via email to <pcow-
an@sewanee.edu> for the event by 
Friday, Feb. 21,  to determine the 
number of card tables needed.

More information about the 
Friends of the Library can be found 
at their website: <http://libguides.
sewanee.edu/FOL>. If you have 
questions about the talk or joining 
the Friends of the Library, please 
contact Penny Cowan at (931) 598-
1573 or <pcowan@sewanee.edu>.

SCC Diamonds and 
Dedication 

Save the date! Please join the Sewanee Children’s Center from 2–4 
p.m., Sunday, April 27, in Kennerly Hall (adjacent to St. Mark and St. 
Paul) as we celebrate the 75th anniversary of the Center and recognize 
beloved teacher Carrie Mauzy’s 38 years of dedicated service. All com-
munity members are welcome to attend.

Eric Shull, D.C.
1045 W. Main St., Suite D-3  

Monteagle, TN (At the Country Mart)

931-924-4869

Kurt Shull, D.C.
1025 S. College St.  

Winchester, TN
931-967-4232

www.shullchiropractic.com

Chiropractic For All Ages • Spinal Decompression • Dry Needling • Infrared Therapy

Dr. Lucy 
Kaufman to 
Lecture at 

the School of 
Th eology

At 6 p.m., Wednesday, Feb. 26, 
guest lecturer Dr. Lucy Kaufman 
will present “Constructing Com-
munities: Politics, Piety, and Pa-
triotism in the Elizabethan Parish.” 
Th e lecture will take place in the 
Samuel Lloyd Forum within Ham-
ilton Hall (located at 335 Tennessee 
Ave.,  Sewanee). Th is lecture is free 
and open to the public. All are 
welcome and encouraged to attend. 

Dr. Lucy Kaufman is associate 
professor of history at the Univer-
sity of Alabama and the Director 
of Undergraduate Studies. Her 
fi rst book, “A People’s Reforma-
tion: Building the English Church 
in the English Reformation,” was 
published by McGill in 2023. She 
is a graduate of Yale University, and 
her research subjects are the English 
Reformation and early modern 
Europe.

Find more information at 
<www.theology.sewanee.edu>.

Tell them you saw it in the Messenger.
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Tell them you saw it in the Messenger.

SENIOR CENTER 
NEWS

Th e Sewanee Senior Center serves lunch at 11:30 a.m. Monday 
through Friday. Th e suggested donation is $5, regardless of your 
age. Please call 598-0771 by 9 a.m. to order lunch. Menus follow:

Monday, Feb. 24: Smoked sausage, fried cabbage, peppers and 
onions, cornbread.

Tuesday, Feb. 25: Open-face roast beef, mashed potatoes, slaw.
Wednesday, Feb. 26: Ribs, pasta salad, corn on the cob, roll.
Th ursday, Feb. 27: Italian tortellini soup, garlic bread.
Friday, Feb. 28: Chicken Cordon Bleu, mashed potatoes, green 

beans, roll.
Menus may vary. For information call the center at (931) 598-

0771. 
Chair Exercise Class is 10:30–11:30 a.m., every Monday and 

Wednesday at the Community Center. Contact Susan Roberson 
at (516) 987-8440 for further information.

Th e Center is in need of kitchen volunteers, and regular and 
substitute drivers.

Th e Sewanee Senior Center does not charge any membership 
fee. All persons 50 or older who take part in any of the activities 
are considered members.

SCCF Announces Grant 
Schedule and Kickoff  

Meetings
South Cumberland Community Fund (SCCF) kicks off  its grantmak-

ing year with community conversations  on Feb. 22, 24, and 25. “We 
are asking that any eligible organization seeking funding in 2025 send 
a representative to one of those meetings,” said Tom Sanders, executive 
director. In 2025, the Community Fund will make over $200,000 in 
grants in three competitive rounds with application deadlines, and in 
one noncompetitive grant round with no deadlines.

Eligible organizations include nonprofi ts, municipalities, public 
schools, and churches (for non-religious projects) in Grundy County 
and the plateau portions of Franklin and Marion counties. 

Meetings will be held on this schedule:
10 a.m., Feb. 22 — Grundy EMS, 90 Phipps St., Coalmont
noon, Feb. 24 — TN’s South Cumberland Tourism, 115 Depot St. 

Tracy City
5:30 p.m., Feb. 25 — Morton Memorial United Methodist Church, 

322 W. Main St. Monteagle
Send an email to <director@southcumberlandcommunityfund.org> 

to reserve your spot.
“In years past, the grant orientation meetings were a chance to go 

over our policies,” said Sanders. “We will still do a little of that, but we 
are really hoping that organizations will come with ideas they would 
like to discuss for funding. Th e meetings will be an opportunity for 
organizations to discuss their ideas with other partners, so they can get 
advice and also see possible ways to partner.” 

While the grant kickoff  meetings will focus on grant ideas, the Fund 
will also announce two new policies that will allow organizations to 
apply for more unrestricted funds than they have in the past. In addi-
tion, the Fund will announce new ways it can support applicants with 
training and services.

“We want this to be a powerful community conversation, so even if 
you think your organization might not be eligible for a grant this year, 
we hope you will attend,” said Sanders. “We have been thinking hard 
about how to make our grantmaking more reciprocal, and these meetings 
will be a good place to connect with us in a new way.” 

W.C. Mauzy & Son

Community Service Award 
Nominations Accepted

Th e Sewanee Civic Association invites nominations for the 42nd an-
nual Community Service Award. Th e award recognizes the person or 
organization that has made outstanding contributions to our community. 
Th e recipient is one who has helped make Sewanee a better place and 
has improved the quality of life for everyone in the area. Nominations 
are due by Friday, March 14.

Past recipients are not eligible to receive the award again. Send the 
name of your nominee, along with a paragraph of why you are nomi-
nating the person or group, to <sewaneecommunitychest@gmail.com>. 
Nominations can also be mailed to the Sewanee Civic Association, P.O. 
Box 99, Sewanee, TN 37375.

Th e service awards will be presented at the SCA annual membership 
meeting on Monday, May 5, in Kennerly Hall. Please join us to celebrate 
those who serve the community.

Past recipients include Leslie and Dale Richardson; Georgia Hewitt; 
Felix Wilson; Sue Scruggs; John Solomon; Kiki Beavers; Mountain Mask 
Initiative; Amanda Knight; the Sherrill family; Sarah Marhevsky; Kat 
O’Donohue; Mickey Suarez; GSA Allies; Pixie Dozier; Barbara Schli-
chting; Helen Bailey; Sewanee Youth Soccer; Dr. Matt Petrilla; Harry 
and Jean Yeatman; Marshall Hawkins; Karen Keele; Helen Shedd; Tom 
Watson;  Susan Binkley; the Sewanee Senior Center Food Pantry (Lena 
McBee, Sue Hawkins, Charlsie Green); George and Ruth Ramseur; John 
Gessell; Dora Turner; the Community Action Committee; Geraldine 
Hewitt Piccard; Myrtis Keppler; Connie Warner; Ina May Myers; 
Pete Green; Duval and Boo Cravens; Housing Sewanee; Betty Nick 
Chitty; Harry and Millie Dodd; the Sisters of St. Mary; Martha Dugan; 
Emerald-Hodgson Hospital Auxiliary; David Green; Joe David McBee; 
Robert Lancaster; Maria Webb; Doug Cameron; Galon Sherrill; Phoebe 
Bates; Marilyn Powell; and Louise Irwin.

Th e Seed 
Library at 

duPont
We are thrilled to announce 

that the Sewanee Seed Library 
is coming to fruition on March 
3! Th e Seed Library will be lo-
cated just inside the lobby of 
Jessie Ball duPont Library beside 
the self-checkout station, along 
with a special selection of books 
for checkout. We are featuring a 
variety of open-pollinated organic 
fl ower, herb, and vegetable seeds 
including several heirloom and 
native varieties. We are so grateful 
for the input of our students, col-
leagues, and community members 
as we aim for a greener, healthier 
campus and community.  

Th e Sewanee Seed Library is 
free and open to the community. 
You simply pick up some seeds of 
your choice, plant them, and enjoy 
the results.  Later in the year, we 
will invite you to contribute seeds 
to help sustain and grow the col-
lection. If you have questions or 
would like to be a part of this 
exciting new project, please con-
tact Cari Reynolds at <cshepher@
sewanee.edu>. 

Beyond the 
Five Senses 

Retreat
Join instructors, Becca Impello 

and Kim Drye, for a weekend re-
treat at St. Mary’s Sewanee Spiritual 
Development Center, March 14-16, 
2025. 

Beyond the Five Senses Retreat 
will take you through a sensory 
exploration, examining our deep 
connection to physical self and 
enhanced inward awareness. 

Becca and Kim own and oper-
ate HereNowYoga in Birmingham, 
Ala., and have been leading retreats 
for nearly a decade. Becca has also 
been a physical therapist for over 
20 years and combines her medi-
cal background with her yoga and 
meditation practices to help her 
clients reach optimum health and 
well-being.

To register, <www.stmarys-
sewanee.org>, (931) 598-5342 or 
<Reservations@stmaryssewanee.
org>.

Crimson Clover Master 
Gardners Seed Library

Crimson Clover Master Gardners will sponsor two Seed  Libraries at 
local public libraries. One will be at the Franklin County Public Library, 
105 S. Porter, Winchester, from  8 a.m. to 6  p.m., Friday, Feb. 28, and 
continuing on Saturday, March 1 from 8 a.m. to 12:45 p.m.

Th e second will be at the May Justice Memorial Library, 24 Dixie Lee 
Library in Monteagle from noon to 4 p.m., Th ursday,  March 6, and 9 
a.m. to noon, Friday, March 7, or until all the seeds are taken.

Th e purpose of the seed library is to propogate regional plants. Mas-
ter Gardeners, Franklin County and Sewanee Garden Club members 
will assist with distribution of labeled seed packets and information for 
planting, growing, harvesting and sharing the seeds next winter.  It is 
like a library, take and return for free!

Th ere will also be information on other Master Gardener Events like 
Tree Day and workshops for butterfl ies and native gardens.

Lots of volunteer time goes into this project so come and see and get 
ready for spring.

For furthur information contact Sandy at <sandrafrice55@gmail.
com> (Monteagle) or  Helen at <helentinnerman@hotmail.com> 
(Winchester).



Th e Sewanee Mountain MESSENGER • Friday, Feb. 21, 2025 • 9

SES 
MENUS

Monday–Friday

Feb. 24-28

BREAKFAST

All reimbursable breakfast 
meals must include a minimum 
of three items with at least one 
being fruit or fruit juice. A variety 
of fruit, fruit juice & milk off ered 
daily. All entrees = 2 items. Every 
eff ort will be made to follow the 
published menu; however, last 
minute changes may be neces-
sary. 

Monday, Feb. 24: Cereal cup 
or pancakes or waffl  es.

Tuesday, Feb. 25: Cereal cup 
or breakfast pizza.

Wednesday, Feb. 26: Cereal 
cup or breakfast pastry.

Th ursday, Feb. 27: Cereal cup 
or meat biscuit.

Friday, Feb. 28: Cereal cup or 
Dutch waffl  e.

LUNCH

All reimbursable meals must 
include a fruit or vegetable on the 
tray. Students may decline 2 of 
the 5 meal components – meat/
meat alternative; grain; fruit; 
vegetable; milk. Daily off erings 
may include Yogurt Fun Packs 
and/or PB&J Power Packs.

Monday, Feb. 24: Beef dip-
pers, mashed potatoes, green 
beans, dinner roll, fruit, milk.

Tuesday, Feb. 25: Hot ham & 
cheese sandwich, vegetable beef 
soup, potato smiles, veggie cup, 
fruit, milk.

Wednesday, Feb. 26: Pork 
chop, mashed potatoes, roasted 
vegetables, dinner roll, fruit, 
milk.

Th ursday, Feb. 27: Chicken 
fajita, soft tortilla, salsa, fajita 
trimmings, pinto beans, buttered 
corn, fruit, milk.

Friday, Feb. 28: Pizza, steamed 
broccoli, French  fries, fruit, 
milk, cookie.

For meal pricing, go to 
<https://franklincountytn.schoo-
linsites.com/menus-mealpric-
ing>.

SCC Open House on 
March 1 

Th e Sewanee Children’s Center (SCC) is having an open house from 
9–11 a.m., Saturday, March 1. SCC is a cooperative preschool that pro-
vides developmentally appropriate teaching and learning for children 
ages two to fi ve years old in the preschool program and for children in 
kindergarten through third grade in the afterschool program. A summer 
program is also available for children ages three to nine. 

SCC provides an environment that uses the constructivist theory of 
learning to address children’s intellectual, emotional, physical, and social 
growth. Constructivist learning is based on children’s active participa-
tion in problem-solving and critical thinking in a learning activity that 
they fi nd relevant and engaging. Th ey are “constructing” their own 
knowledge by testing ideas and approaches based on their prior knowl-
edge and experience and applying these to a new situation that they 
then integrate with what they already know. SCC relies on a network 
of communication between the children, parents, and teachers to create 
a spirit of cooperation, collaboration and co-construction of knowledge 
to build a culture which respects childhood as a time to explore, create 
and be joyful. SCC strives to create a school environment that provides 
children with a sense of belonging in a world that is alive, welcoming 
and authentic. SCC wants all children to experience success, a feeling 
of self-worth, and a love for learning. 

If you are interested in learning more about the programs SCC off ers, 
meeting the teachers, and talking to currently enrolled families, please 
come to the open house on March 1. SCC is located at 216 University 
Avenue in Sewanee. Th e Sewanee Children’s Center is a nonprofi t 501(c)
(3) organization and is supported by the Parish of St. Mark & St. Paul 
and the Sewanee Community Chest. 

For more information, go to <sewaneechildrenscenter.org>, email 
at <sewaneechildrenscenter@gmail.com>, or call the Director, Sarah 
Ralston Stark, at (931) 598-5928.

Mahjong Players Wanted
Are you a Mahjong Player or do you want to learn how to play? Join 

us the fi rst and fourth Tuesdays  of the month at 1 p.m.  We meet at St. 
James Church located at 898 Midway Rd., Sewanee. 

mauzyh@gmail.com
hamptonmauzy.com

Hampton Mauzy
Class of 2011

Thankful to all 
my clients for 
allowing me to 
help buy and sell 
in my hometown!

A name you know and can trust for 
all your real estate needs!

Lakeside
Collision

We Handle Insurance Claims
103 Mabee Ave., Monteagle TN 37356

Ph: 931.924.3316 | Cell: 931.235.3316 
Email: lakesidecollision00@gmail.com

“Done Right, the First Time”

(931) 598-0314  |  (931) 308-2512

Michael A. Barry
LAND SURVEYING 

& FORESTRY
ALL TYPES OF LAND SURVEYS
FORESTRY CONSULTING

Students of the Month for January: fi fth grade, Lana Smith; fourth grade, 
Suzy Camp; third grade, Luke Winkler; second grade, Lella Barnes; fi rst 
grade, Landon Sisk; Kindergarten, Emberly Payne.

Sewanee Elementary students recently interviewed former SES student Doug 
Cameron and learned how the building has changed since he attended in 
1961. If you have a story to share, reach out at <1926ses@smail.com>.
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‘Spell, Time, Practice, 
American, Body’ at the UAG

Th e University Art Gallery is delighted to present “Spell, Time, 
Practice, American, Body” by acclaimed interdisciplinary artist and 
fi lmmaker RaMell Ross, on view in both the University Art Gallery 
and the Museum Gallery of William R. Laurie University Archives and 
Special Collections through March 30, 2025. 

Ross will speak about his work in Guerry Auditorium at 5 p.m.,  
March 20. Th e event is free and open to the public. 

In the University Art Gallery, visitors will encounter a selection of 
Ross’ large scale photographs from Hale County, Alabama, and a selec-
tion of sculpture from his “Earth, Dirt, Soil, Land and Propinquity” 
series.

Grounded in place and embodied experience, RaMell Ross’ work is 
at once funny and haunting, everyday and timeless. It is double-edged. 
It is one thing, and then another. Th e artist troubles categories and 
defi nitions, even as he explores them. 

Careful to consider the implications and conventions of his media — 
in the words he has applied to the camera and the photographic image, 
both magical and threatening — he reimagines the representation of 
Black experience in the southern United States.

In his photographs from Hale County, Ala., taken between 2018 
and 2022, Ross creates a loving portrait of a place and community. 
Th at portrait confounds the viewer’s gaze. Sometimes it looks back. In 
the sculpture included in the exhibition, Ross combines the relentless 
facts of materials like wood and red soil with quotations and allusions 
— to poet Shel Silverstein, to basketball, to fallen soldiers. Th e everyday 
becomes magical. 

Ross’ conceptual installation “Return to Origin” occupies the Mu-
seum Gallery of William R. Laurie University Archives and Special 
Collections, inviting visceral, imaginative, and empathetic engagement 
with history and its artifacts. 

In October 2021, Ross shipped himself in a 4’ x 4’ x 8’ crate from 
Rhode Island to Hale County, Ala., on the back of a fl atbed truck. Th e 
trip took 59 hours. During the journey, Ross began writing “black” 
before every entry in a childhood Webster’s dictionary, creating Black 
Dictionary (aka RaMell’s Dictionary).

Th e journey reimagined and reversed a historical precedent — Henry 
Brown’s 1849 escape journey from Virginia to Philadelphia, transported 
in a box approximately 3’ x 2.5’ x 2’. 

“Return to Origin” models the embodied acquisition of knowledge. 
Th e objects, video, and sound of the installation invite visitors to ac-
company Ross in his journey. Unsettling, “Return to Origin” invokes 
the constraints of language systems, of historical moments, of oppres-
sive economic and political systems, but also the possibilities off ered by 
reappropriation and understanding.

RaMell Ross is an acclaimed interdisciplinary artist, associate profes-
sor of visual art, and Oscar-nominated fi lmmaker, recently awarded the 
New York Film Critics Circle Award for Best Director for his feature 
fi lm “Nickel Boys.” His other awards include an Aaron Siskind Foun-
dation Individual Photographer’s Fellowship, a Howard Foundation 
Fellowship, a USA Artist Fellowship, and a 2022 Solomon Fellowship 
at Harvard University. Ross’ documentary “Hale County Th is Morning, 
Th is Evening” won a Special Jury Award for Creative Vision at the 2018 
Sundance Film Festival and 2020 Peabody Award.

Ross’ work is represented in the collections of the Museum of Modern 
Art, New York, NY; the School of the Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, 
Ill.; the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts, Richmond, Va.; the High Mu-
seum of Art, Atlanta, Ga.; and the Ogden Museum of Southern Art, 
New Orleans, La., among others. 

Th e University Art Gallery is open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. ,Tuesday through 
Friday, and from noon to 4 p.m., Saturday and Sunday. Th e Museum 
Gallery is open from 1–5 p.m., Monday through Friday, and by appoint-
ment <archives@sewanee.edu>.

University 
Choir Has 
a February 
Filled with 

Great Music
Th e month of February holds 

opportunities to hear Sewanee’s 
70-member University Choir in 
unique performances.

If you enjoy a short road trip 
with a delightful destination, 
make plans to go to St. George’s 
Episcopal Church, 4715 Hard-
ing Pike, in Nashville on Sunday, 
Feb. 23. Th e University Choir will 
join forces with the noted choir of 
St. George’s for an unforgettable 
choral evensong at 5 p.m. The 
musical service includes music of 
revered British composers Richard 
Ayleward, Herbert Howells, and 
Hubert Parry. It’s worth the drive 
if only to hear the famous anthem, 
“I was glad,” by Parry sung with 
large and excellent musical forces. 

On Friday, Feb. 28, at 7:30 p.m., 
Sewanee Symphony Orchestra 
and the University Choir present 
a concert showcase of Sewanee 
superstars under the direction of 
Mario Alejandro Torres, Music 
Director of the Sewanee Symphony 
Orchestra, and Geoffrey Harris 
Ward, University Organist and 
Choirmaster, in All Saints’ Chapel. 
Hear a world premiere composed 
by Sarah Rimkus and performed by 
cellist Kaitlyn Vest, thrilling opera 
arias by Purcell and Bizet sung by 
soprano Christina Vial Comer, and 
Vivaldi’s Double Cello Concerto in 
G minor.

All featured artists have Sewanee 
ties. Rimkus is professor of com-
position and music theory. Vest is 
instructor of cello. Vest is joined 
by her husband and cellist, Paul 
Vest, for the Vivaldi concerto. And 
Comer is a Sewanee alumna who 
has performed across the United 
States in solo recitals, symphonic 
concerts, and in leading opera roles. 

All events are free and open to 
the public.

Follow all the University Choir’s 
performances and activities on 
Facebook, Instagram, and You-
Tube @SewaneeChoir and visit 
our website: <www.sewanee.edu/
universitychoir>.

‘Humming Along / Here I 
Am for the First Time’

Th e Carlos Gallery in the Visual Art Building at the University of 
the South is pleased to present “Humming Along / Here I Am for the 
First Time,” an exhibition by artist Shane Ward. Th e exhibit will be on 
display through Feb. 27. An Artist talk and reception will be at 5 p.m., 
Th ursday, Feb. 27.

“Humming Along / Here I Am for the First Time” explores the in-
tersection of American military practices, the preservation of historical 
artifacts, and the complex dynamics of destruction and memory. Th ese 
sculptural works invite critical refl ection on the objects and symbols that 
defi ne national identity, power, and burial. 

A point of origin for the work can be traced back to a striking image 
seen in a NBC News segment covering the US military’s chaotic with-
drawal from Afghanistan in July of 2021. A turbulent scene of abandoned 
UH-60 Black Hawk helicopters, their motherboards destroyed but oth-
erwise intact, served as a catalyst for the artist’s material exploration. Th e 
helicopters, along with scattered equipment and crushed water bottles, 
embodied a disquieting symbol of both purpose and neglect.

Informed by these visuals, “Humming Along / Here I Am for the 
First Time” probes the paradox of how the US military invests end-
less resources in the manufacture, maintenance, and transport of its 
weaponry and vehicles, only to render them "inoperable" and abandon 
them in the aftermath. Th is abandonment contrasts with the meticu-
lous care taken to preserve national artifacts housed in the Smithsonian 
Institution’s ever-expanding X3D database. Th ese objects are preserved 
in exhaustive detail, safeguarding them for future generations. Yet, the 
artist notes, this preservation raises questions about the value we place 
on certain objects — and the democratization of access that undermines 
the originals. Ward meticulously documents the material composition 
of each object, allowing for viewers’ own associations and identifi cations 
to inform the experience with the works.  

“I am interested in the tension between the obsessive care for objects 
in the Smithsonian archive and the willful destruction and abandon-
ment of objects in a context of war, occupation, and sudden evacuation,” 
Ward states. By reproducing mutilated and discarded American objects 
from Afghanistan together with “invaluable” national artifacts, Ward 
disrupts the traditional narratives that uphold these selective acts of 
preservation and abandonment, highlighting the ethical and historical 
implications of such choices.

Shane Ward earned his BFA from the University of Kentucky and his 
MFA from the University of Chicago. Shane has exhibited work both 
nationally and internationally at venues such as the Museum of Con-
temporary Photography, the Hyde Park Art Center, and the Overgaden 
Museum of Contemporary Art. Shane has also participated in numerous 
artist residencies including the Bemis Center for Contemporary Art, 
NES Residency of Iceland, and the Elsewhere Artist Collaborative. He 
has taught sculpture for multiple institutions including the Paducah 
School of Art and Design, Whitman College, the School of the Art 
Institute of Chicago, the University of Chicago, and currently teaches 
at the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga. 

Th e Carlos Gallery Visual Art Building is located at 105 Kennerly 
Rd., Sewanee. Gallery hours are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday–Friday.

Good 
Shepherd’s 
Mardi Gras 
Fundraiser 

The Good Shepherd Parish 
Community is pleased to announce 
the 35th annual Mardi Gras Fund-
raiser at 6 p.m., Saturday, Feb. 22, 
at Monterey Station, Cowan.

Start the night with a visit to 
the cash bar, which off ers a wide 
variety of mixed drinks, beers, 
and wines. Th en wander into the 
Silent Auction room, bidding on 
a variety of items donated by local 
and regional businesses, craftsmen, 
parish groups and individuals.  At 
6:30 p.m., the buff et lines will open 
for you to enjoy a gourmet meal 
featuring authentic traditional, and 
non-traditional Cajun cuisine. 

Th e band Stretta from Nash-
ville, starts playing at 7 p.m. 

Tickets are $70 per person. 
Tickets may be purchased online 
with a credit card at <goodshep-
herdtn.com/tickets>. Tickets may 
also be purchased at the church 
offi  ce Tuesday through Friday or 
by calling Janie Casey at (931) 
308-7116, Kelly Doyle at (931) 
308-0005.

Must be 21 or older to attend.

‘Listen: We Are All 
Connected’

Join Electric Arcadia  from 1–5 p.m., Sunday, Feb. 23, for an explora-
tion of sound bathing featuring visiting artists Belly Full of Stars and Eve 
Maret (Nashville), with local  Infanta Silhouette (Linda Heck).   

Belly Full of Stars blends FM synths and textural vocals with granular 
sampling and modular processes. Eve Maret explores the possibilities of 
personal and communal healing through sound, color, and movement. 
Infanta Silhouette is Linda Heck’s fi eld recordings-based electronics 
practice.    

Pay what you can — $10 suggested donation. Th ere is street park-
ing- please contact us for assistance with closer access. Check our website 
<https://www.electricarcadia.org/>  for more information and last-minute 
updates.

Electric Arcadia, 874 Lake O’Donnell Rd., Sewanee, is a music and 
art studio and retreat on the Cumberland Plateau fostering exploration, 
community, discovery and healing through creative practices. 

RICHARD CANDLER
Sewanee, TN

rocandler@gmail.com
678-876-0130 
candlerpiano.com

TUNING,  CLEANING,  REPAIR

Artist Reception at Artisan 
Depot

Th e Franklin County Arts is pleased to announce the opening of 
two new shows featuring local artists. Th e show in the student gallery 
includes various works by K-third graders from Sewanee Elementary. 
Th e pieces are often charming and thoughtful, but sometimes a bit scary 
because there are tigers. 

Th e second show is our newest community show “Stark Reality” and 
presents a wide variety of aspects of reality, Stark and otherwise. 

Th e community is invited to a joint kid friendly reception from 5–7 
p.m., Friday, Feb. 21, at the Artisan Depot, located at 204 E. Cumberland 
St., Cowan. Or you may visit during operating hours from noon to 5 
p.m., Th ursday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday
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RESERVE AD SPACE.
<ads@sewaneemessenger.com>

Steve and Kim Young - Owners
Brandon Carson - Shop Manager

710 College St. • Winchester
931-967-1755 • Fax 931-967-1798

Come by and see us. We appreciate your business.

Brown’s Body Shop

Our Work is Guaranteed!

Performing Arts Series 
Presents Roomful of Teeth

Save the date! Th e Sewanee Performing Arts Series is thrilled to pres-
ent Roomful of Teeth, a groundbreaking vocal ensemble renowned for 
their innovative and boundary-pushing approach to contemporary choral 
music. Founded in 2009 by Brad Wells, Roomful of Teeth showcases 
the expressive limits of the human voice, incorporating an eclectic range 
of vocal techniques, from Western classical to belt, folk, yodeling, and 
throat singing. Most recently, they earned a 2024 GRAMMY for Best 
Chamber Music/Small Ensemble Performance with their album Rough 
Magic, and they tour nationally and internationally on stages from Bo-
gotá to Bruges. Committed to the creation of new works, Roomful of 
Teeth made the original recording of member Caroline Shaw’s Partita 
for 8 Voices and catapulted her to the Pulitzer Prize for Music in 2013. 
Roomful of Teeth has continued to embrace the evolving nature of music 
by exploring the intersection of voice and technology, challenging con-
ventional boundaries and reshaping the landscape of vocal performance.  

Th e concert will be at 7:30 p.m., Wednesday, March 19, in Guerry 
Auditorium, 68 Georgia Ave., Sewanee. Tickets are free for Sewanee 
students, faculty, and staff  with a Sewanee ID. General admission is 
$25 at <https://ssmf.sewanee.edu/tickets/>. Roomful of Teeth ensemble 
members will also work with Sewanee student composers and performers 
in a daytime educational session.

Rituals and 
Relics of the 
Confederacy: 
How Sewanee 
Enshrines the 

Lost Cause
Please join the Roberson Project 

on Slavery, Race, and Reconcilia-
tion for a panel discussion of the 
ways Sewanee has honored the 
legacies of the Confederacy, in the 
past and the present, whether in-
tentionally or not. Th e lecture will 
be at 5 p.m., Wednesday, Feb. 26, 
in Naylor Auditorium. 

The panel will preview two 
new archival databases and show-
case the research contributions 
of undergraduate students. The 
discussion will explore the tensions 
between history and memory and 
examine the stories that the ritu-
als and relics on our campus tell 
about the University’s history and 
culture.

One of the new websites focuses 
on a historic ritual: the celebration 
of honorary degrees awarded to 
Confederate veterans on the occa-
sion of the University’s centennial. 
Th e other examines a present-day 
collection of relics: the decorative 
objects and historic narratives 
on display at the Sewanee Inn. 
Panelists will address key aspects 
of Sewanee’s Confederate legacy, 
including the university’s rituals 
and commemorations tied to the 
Lost Cause and their impact on 
student and faculty demograph-
ics, the Sewanee community, and 
campus social life.

The presentations by Maia 
Council of the Roberson Project 
staff  and undergraduate students 
Betsy Baker and Gwendolyn Dick-
ey will be followed by an audience 
Q&A, inviting further ref lec-
tion on the university’s historical 
memory and the challenges of 
understanding and reckoning with 
its past.

Nashville 
Opera OUT 

LOUD
Nashville Opera presents Opera 

OUT LOUD, a light and lively 
30-minute concert introducing the 
great operatic repertoire. Th e recital 
will be at 4 p.m., Monday, Feb. 
24, in Guerry Auditorium. Enjoy 
meeting four emerging professional 
opera singers as they bring to life 
the art form they love. After the 
performance, the Nashville Opera 
Artists will take questions from 
the audience and unpack what the 
life of an opera singer is like. Th is 
event is free and open to the public 
(all ages). 

since 1974

OPEN EVERY DAY 11 a.m. to 11:30 p.m. (later on weekends!)

PUB & GRILL / PIZZA / DELI / CATERING

931-598-5774
CALL FOR TAKE-OUT OR DELIVERY

FIND YOUR HAPPY PLACE...AT SHENANIGANS

12595 Sollace M Freeman Hwy, Sewanee, TN
(on the corner of University Ave and 41A)

THE Sewanee institution

Video Inspections • Sweeping • Restoration •Masonry Repair 

Wood Stove & Chimney Installs • Gas Log Service & Installs 
Dryer Vent Cleaning/Repair • Fireplace Sales & Installation

G. Robert Tubb II, Owner   
931-967-3595 | A1ChimneySpecialist.com
Visit our showroom at 1632 Decherd Estill Rd., 

Winchester

‘How to Save Ourselves’ at 
the Proctor Hill Th eatre

“How to Save Ourselves” by 
Enid Graham will have its pre-
miere performances at 7:30 p.m., 
Wednesday, Feb. 26 through 
Saturday, March 1, and at 2 p.m., 
Sunday, March 2, in the Proctor 
Hill Th eatre at the Tennessee Wil-
liams Center

The show runs about 90 
minutes, and is directed by 
Professor Sarah Lacy Hamil-
ton. Reserve your free tickets at 
eventbrite.com: <https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/how-to-save-
ourselves-by-enid-graham-tickets-
1242385581719?aff =ebdsshcopyu
rl&utm-campaign=social&utm-
content=attendeeshare&utm-
me d iu m= d i s c ov e r y& ut m-
term=listing&utm-source=cp>.

“How to Save Ourselves” fol-
lows a group of young volunteers 
at a struggling food distribution 
center who must confront personal 
biases, community challenges, 
and the eff ects of severe weather 
as they fi ght to help those in need. 
Th e play explores the epidemic of 
loneliness among today’s youth and 
the transformative power of human 
connection in the face of adversity. 

Enid Graham’s “How to Save 
Ourselves” is part of The Farm 
Theatre’s College Collaboration 

program which commissions an 
early-career playwright to write 
a new play to be produced by 
multiple universities throughout 
the year. Th e characters are writ-
ten for college-aged actors and the 
plays deal with current issues facing 
young people. As a part of the Col-
lege Collaboration, students from 
each school attended a workshop 
of the play with professional actors 
in NYC this past summer, and 
one student from each school will 
be invited to reprise their role in a 
reading for industry professionals 
in NYC later this year.

Immediately following the 
Th ursday, Feb. 27 performance, 
there will be a panel discussion 
with local nonprofi t leaders whose 
work deals with food insecurity and 
environmental sustainability. Any-
time during the run of the produc-
tion, please stop by the Tennessee 
Williams Center to view a lobby 
display where you can learn more 
about local nonprofi ts who work 
to address these and other issues. 
Both of these programs are off ered 
in collaboration with the Offi  ce of 
Civic Engagement.

St. Mary's Sewanee Upcoming
Sponsored Programs

For more information or to register, go to
www.stmaryssewanee.org

Package pricing varies.
Visit the website for more information.

Beyond the Five Senses
March 14th-16th

The Beautiful Not Yet: Sustainable Hope
with Carrie Newcomer

March 28th-30th
Sold Out - Waiting list only

Mindfulness on the Mountain
May 2nd-4th

Awakening Joy Meditation Retreat
May 15th-18th

Grace in Gardens Workshop
May 10th

For more information or to register, go to
www.stmaryssewanee.orgReRR see tss ReRR nee enn wee ReRR cee occ noo nnn enn cee tcc

Package pricing varies.
ViVV sit the website foff r more infn off rmation.

Beyond the Five Senses
March 14th-16th

The Beautifuff l Not Yet: Sustainable Hope
with Carrie Newcomer

March 28th-30th
Sold Out - Waiting list onlyl

Mindfuff lness on the Mountain
May 2nd-4th

Awakening Joy Meditation Retreat
May 15th-18th

Grace in Gardens Workshop
May 10th

St. Mary's Sewanee Upcoming
Sponsored Programs

WEAR WHITE AT 
NIGHT. 

Walkers and 
b ike r s  shou ld 
wear light, refl ective 
clothing after dusk. 
Don’t assume drivers can see 
you — be on the lookout for 
your own safety.
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155 Hospital Road Suite I, Winchester.
www.winchesterpodiatry.com

931-968-9191

Winchester Podiatry

Sewanee Women Secure 
Th ird Place at SAA 

Championship, Men Finish 
Fourth 

Th e Sewanee swimming and diving teams wrapped up competition 
at the 2025 Southern Athletic Association (SAA) Championships with 
strong performances on the fi nal day.

Th e Sewanee women’s team secured third place overall with 592.5 
points, while the men’s team earned fourth place with 473 points.

Head coach Mark Fino was named SAA Men’s Coach of the Year, 
marking his fi rst SAA major award.

Th e men’s 400 freestyle relay team of Andrew Olsen, Carter Nabors, 
Henry Lindeman, and Josh Kim made history, winning the event in 
3:05.02 to claim the fi rst-ever Sewanee men’s relay championship in 
conference history. Th eir time also set a new Sewanee school record, 
capping a championship meet fi lled with record-breaking performances 
for the Tigers.

On the women’s side, Audrey Francell, Ada Digby, Natalia Evans, 
and Mary-Louise LeMieux fi nished third in the 400 freestyle relay with 
a time of 3:34.78.

Olsen added another highlight with a fi rst-place fi nish in the 100 
freestyle, clocking 45.54 to out-touch his closest competitor by 0.3 
seconds. Digby and Evans also scored for Sewanee in the 100 freestyle 
with fourth and sixth-place fi nishes, respectively.

Tyler Foster secured fourth place in the 200 backstroke, touching 
the wall in 1:52.31.

Th e women’s team dominated the 1650 freestyle, placing six swim-
mers in the top 12. Ella Deitch fi nished third with a time of 18:01.85, 
followed closely by LeMieux in fourth with 18:04.02. Ava Mack, Adeline 
Willett, Sophia Yanoshik, and Jules Vidal also contributed points for the 
Tigers in the event.

Women’s 
Hoops Fall 
in Regular 

Season Finale 
Freshman Zoe Sedo netted a 

season-best 18 points with fi ve 
3-pointers but Hendrix grabbed 
20 offensive rebounds that led 
to 17 second-chance points in a 
68-53 victory over Sewanee in 
the regular season fi nale for both 
teams in women’s basketball ac-
tion Feb. 16, in Conway, Ark.

Th e Tigers (11-14, 4-8 SAA) 
shot just 32 percent from the fi eld 
and committed 24 turnovers in 
the loss as well, the team’s third 
consecutive defeat after winning 
4-of-6 midway through confer-
ence play.

Sewanee trailed 32-27 at the 
half and pulled within 34-31 
three minutes into the third 
quarter after a Hannah Cleveland 
layup. Th e Warriors (9-16, 2-10) 
scored six quick points, forcing a 
timeout by the Tigers, but Hen-
drix was not done, extending the 
run to 16-6 to end the period.

Riley Brady netted the first 
four points and Ava Knoedl 
posted a layup and a 3-pointer 
during the stretch. Sewanee made 
only 2-of-9 shots and registered 
fi ve turnovers over the fi nal seven 
minutes of the quarter, with Sedo 
making a 3-pointer and Cleveland 
adding a fi eld goal before one free 
throw by Cydney Wright in the 
fi nal minute.

Sedo hit back-to-back triples 
in the fourth period, pulling the 
Tigers within 54-44 with 5:52 
to play, and added a layup to cut 
the defi cit to eight. Brailey Forst 
netted a basket and Knoedl con-
nected on two foul shots for the 
Warriors.

Olivia Falvey made a 3-pointer 
to get within nine, but Natalie 
Edmonson drilled a three for 
Hendrix after the home team got 
two off ensive rebounds with 1:58 
remaining, stretching the lead 
back to 13.

Falvey was the only other 
Sewanee player in double fi gures 
with 15 points. Falvey and Sedo 
connected on 11-of-26 shots in 
the game, 7-for-16 from behind 
the arc, while the rest of the club 
made just 7-of-30.

Knoedl f inished with 22 
points, Brady added 21 and the 
Warriors shot 35 free throws in 
the game, with two Sewanee 
players fouling out and two more 
ending the contest with four fouls.

Falvey posted the first five 
points of the game for the Tigers, 
including a 3-pointer, and one 
free throw from Sedo and Wright 
tied the contest at seven with 
three minutes left in the opening 
period.

After a jumper from Knoedl, 
Sewanee posted a 9-2 run that 
started with another three from 
Falvey and included a pair of 
triples by Sedo. Knoedl netted 
a 3-pointer at the buzzer for 
Hendrix, cutting the Tiger lead 
to 17-16.

Sewanee scored just two points 
in the fi rst fi ve minutes of the sec-
ond quarter, making 1-of-6 fi eld 
goals with fi ve turnovers. Brady 
and Knoedl each made four free 
throws for a 25-19 Hendrix ad-
vantage before Kayla Northrup’s 
basket at 5:09 for the Tigers.

Lilly Phillips hit a three from 
the top of the key, but Knoedl 
and Brady answered with layups 
and Brady added another basket. 
Faith Humphrey made a triple 
for Sewanee in the fi nal minute 
and the Tigers trailed, 32-27, at 
the half despite committing 15 
turnovers and shooting just 9-of-
26 from the fi eld.

Men’s Lacrosse Falls in Day 
Two of Music City Classic

 Charles Moran scored two fourth-quarter goals to erase a defi cit that 
had persisted since midway through the second, but the Sewanee men’s 
lacrosse team ultimately fell to Capital on day two of the Music City 
Classic in Nashville, Tenn.

Moran’s unassisted goals, scored just over two minutes apart, tied the 
game in the fourth. However, Capital responded with the game-winning 
goal at the 4:13 mark. Sewanee had several late opportunities, but Capital 
goalkeeper Tyler Carney made two crucial saves, and the Tigers hit the 
pipe on back-to-back shots as time expired.

Both teams showcased strong defensive eff orts early, with the game 
remaining scoreless for the fi rst 6:45. Capital struck fi rst with an unas-
sisted goal, but Robert Freeman quickly responded less than two minutes 
later to tie the game.

Th e Tigers opened the second quarter with four consecutive shots, but 
Carney stood tall with two key saves. Capital capitalized on their next 
possession when Mason Spalding connected with Colton Woods to give 
the Comets the lead. Sewanee answered during a fi ve-on-fi ve sequence, 
with Will Kennedy assisting Devon Root. A Sewanee turnover, however, 
led to another Capital goal, and the Comets took a 3-2 lead into halftime 
after a defensive standoff  in the fi nal fi ve minutes of the quarter.

Both teams struggled to score in the third quarter until Capital broke 
through with 41 seconds remaining, extending their lead to two.

Cam Th ornton led the Tigers with three caused turnovers and three 
ground balls, while Will Kennedy added two caused turnovers and two 
ground balls.

Carney fi nished with 14 saves for Capital, while Flynn Bowman made 
fi ve saves for Sewanee.

Women’s Tennis Sweeps 
Southwestern 

Th e women’s tennis team defeated Southwestern 7-0 on Feb. 16, in 
Murfreesboro, Tenn., at the Adams Tennis Center. 

Th e Tigers started out doubles strong as Sarah Livingston and Harper 
High collected a quick win at three doubles, dropping just one game, 
followed by Emma Caldwell and Ivy Wilson with a 6-3 win at No. 2, 
clinching the doubles point. Ansley Carpenter and Brooke Despriet 
secured the doubles sweep with a 7-5 win at No. 1. 

In singles, Ivy Wilson collected a quick win at No. 4, with a 6-1, 6-1 
win, followed by Mariella Congeni at No. 3 with a 6-3, 6-0 win for a 3-0 
lead. Livingston clinched the match for Sewanee at two singles, winning 
the fi rst set in a tiebreaker, 7-4, but then dropped just one more game 
for the win. Emma Caldwell fi nished next, with a 6-3, 6-1 win at No. 
5, before Despriet came back from dropping the fi rst set for a three-set 
win at one, 5-7, 6-4, 6-3. Harper High wrapped up the day for Sewanee, 
with a 6-3, 6-1 win at six. 

Men’s Tennis Defeats No. 34 
Southwestern 

Th e men’s tennis team took on Southwestern on Feb. 16, in Murfrees-
boro, Tenn., at the Adams Tennis Center, coming away with a 5-2 win. 

Sewanee came out strong in doubles, sweeping the doubles point. Th e 
freshman duo of Max Verellen and Ben Lammert secured a 6-3 win at 
three doubles before Jordan Th eron and Quinn Wicklund clinched the 
doubles point with a 6-3 win at one. Gil Weston and Talman Ramsey 
secured the doubles sweep with a 7-6 win at two. 

Southwestern came out strong in singles, winning the fi rst set on 
the top four courts, but Sewanee forced a third in each match. Weston 
dropped the third set after winning a second set breaker at four to tie 
the match at one apiece, but Th eron battled back with a 3-6, 6-3, 6-2 
win at one to give Sewanee the lead again.

Wicklund, at three, forced a third set after winning the second set, 7-5, 
and took the third set, 6-4, getting the Tigers within one point for the 
win. Lammert took the second set with the same score as his opponent 
took the fi rst, 6-4, before clinching the match for Sewanee with a 6-2 
fi nal set. William Lewis, at six, won the fi rst set 6-1, but his opponent 
fought back to force a third set tie-breaker, claiming Southwestern’s 
second point of the day with a 10-8 win. Finally, Ramsey, at fi ve, secured 
the only singles straight-set win, 6-4, 6-3. 

HOME GAMES
Saturday, Feb. 22, University Track and Field, Sewanee Invi-

tational
11 a.m., Saturday, Feb. 22, Baseball vs. Otterbein University, DH
11 a.m., Sunday, Feb. 23, Baseball vs. Otterbein University
3:45 p.m., Monday, Feb. 24, SAS Varsity Tennis vs. Shelbyville 

Central
4:30 p.m., Th ursday, Feb. 27, SAS Varsity Boys’ Soccer vs. Webb 

School
Friday, Feb. 28, Equestrian (IHSA), Sewanee IHSA Show
2 p.m., Friday, Feb. 28, Baseball vs. DePauw University
4 p.m., Friday, Feb. 28, Women’s Lacrosse vs. Spalding
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If it matters to you, 
it matters to the 

community.

Share your good news with more people weekly!
 call: (931) 598-9949 

email: news@sewaneemessenger.com
 view: www.sewaneemessenger.com

Tigers Finish 
Regular 

Season with 
Win

 Luka Avaliani netted 21 points, 
Fletcher Bigham collected 20 and 
Sewanee jumped ahead early be-
fore pulling away in the second 
half in a 94-63 win against Hen-
drix in men’s basketball action on 
Feb. 16, in Conway, Ark.

Th e two teams will play again 
next Sunday in the quarterfi nals 
of the SAA Championships at 
Sewanee at a yet-to-be-determined 
time. Th e Tigers (17-8, 9-3 SAA) 
finished second in the regular 
season standings.

Avaliani and Bigham each 
made 8-of-13 shots from the fi eld 
and Bigham grabbed a team-high 
nine rebounds. Russ Marr and 
Graham Smith each connected on 
three 3-pointers and Marr posted 
18 points, seven boards and four 
assists.

Sewanee led 10-4, 16-9 and 
25-13 in the fi rst half before the 
Warriors (2-23, 0-12) put together 
a 16-4 run to pull within a point. 
Tyler Deithloff  made four of his 
fi ve 3-pointers during the spurt, 
but Avaliani and Eli Holland both 
made layups and Reid Carrier 
drilled a corner three for a 40-33 
Tigers lead at the half.

Sewanee opened the second 
half with a 16-6 run highlighted 
by six points from Bigham and 
3-pointers from Tre Corrigan and 
Marr. Th e Tigers stretched the 
lead to 70-49 midway through 
the period behind two free throws 
from Marr, a 3-pointer by Smith 
and baskets from Avaliani and 
Holland.

Hendrix never got closer than 
16 points the rest of the way and 
Sewanee pushed the advantage 
to 88-58 thanks to a 14-0 spurt. 
Bigham collected the first six 
points, including a three, Marr 
added a triple and Ben Folk put 
the icing on the cake with his 
own 3-pointer with just over four 
minutes to play.

Deithloff  was the only Hendrix 
player in double fi gures, fi nishing 
with 25 points. Th e Warriors shot 
just 32 percent in the second half, 
including 3-of-18 from behind 
the arc.

Marr and Smith each made 
3-pointers and Marr and Avaliani 
both had layups, helping the Ti-
gers jump out to a 10-4 lead four 
minutes into the game. Holland 
connected on two free throws 
and recorded a layup before a 
basket by Avaliani increased the 
lead to 16-9.

The Warriors pulled within 
18-13 on a jumper by Colten 
Berry before Smith hit another 
three that started a 7-0 spurt by 
Sewanee. Bigham posted a pair 
of fi eld goals for a 25-13 Tigers 
advantage with eight minutes left 
in the half.

Deith lof f  recorded four 
3-pointers and Berry fi nished a 
3-point play, part of a 16-4 run 
by Hendrix. Avaliani’s layup at 
the fi ve-minute mark was the only 
fi eld goal for the Tigers in more 
than seven minutes before Hol-
land scored underneath, Avaliani 
collected another layup and then 
assisted on a triple by Carrier in 
the corner.

Carson Bower registered a 
basket and Houston Likens hit 
a three for the Warriors in the 
fi nal minute of the half, cutting 
the Sewanee lead to 40-33. Th e 
Tigers turned eight Hendrix turn-
overs into 10 points in the fi rst 20 
minutes.

Big Innings Propel Softball 
to Twinbill Sweep 

Reagan Huskey picked up a win 
and a save in the circle while Abbie 
Buckner and Sydney Tackett both 
collected two hits in both ends of 
a doubleheader, helping Sewanee 
sweep Wesleyan College, 13-2 and 
11-8, in softball action Feb. 15, in 
Macon, Ga.

Th e Tigers (3-1) won the open-
ing game in six innings behind four 
innings from Huskey along with a 
14-hit attack, including three hits 
by Madilyn Parker, two hits and 
two RBIs from Christian Cain and 
two hits and three runs scored by 
Buckner. Sewanee scored fi ve runs 
in the fourth and sixth innings to 
end the contest.

 In the second game the Tigers 
plated four runs in the third and 
fourth innings and Huskey tossed 
the fi nal 2.2 innings for a save. 
Maggie Barker and Ansley Giffi  n 
tallied three hits apiece and Grace 
Black drove in three runs. Sewanee 
pounded out 15 hits in the second 
contest as well.

Huskey (2-0) worked four in-
nings in the opener, allowing two 
runs on six hits with four walks 
and three strikeouts. Hannah Hol-
lis tossed the fi nal two scoreless 
frames, giving up fi ve hits with one 
strikeout.

In the second inning Kaylie 
Smith reached on an error with two 
outs and Buckner followed with a 
single before a two-run double from 
Parker put the Tigers in front, 2-0.

Th e Wolves tied the game in 
the bottom of the third with three 
hits against Huskey, but the frame 
started with walks to McKinley 
Tatum and Sydnee McElveen. 
Summer Wright followed with 
a two-run double and Wesleyan 
loaded the bases later in the inning 
with singles from Latelyn McCord 
and Taylor Laviano before Huskey 
induced a groundout by Makayla 
Tomlinson to end the inning.

Sewanee answered with a fi ve-
spot in the fourth, with Smith 
hit by the pitch to leadoff . Parker 
and Tackett both singled with one 
out, loading the bases. Barker then 
doubled, plating two runs, and 
with two outs, Cain singled, push-
ing home two more. Sophie Nolen 
then drove in Cain with a double 
to center for a 7-2 Tigers advantage.

Sewanee struck for fi ve more 
runs in the sixth after singles by 
Hollis and Cain before a sacrifi ce 
fl y by Nolen. Black’s single plated 
a run as well and Buckner walked 

with two outs. Parker singled to 
load the bases and Tackett followed 
with a bases-clearing triple to right, 
extending the lead to 12-2.

In the second game Buckner led 
off  with a single, went to second 
on a passed ball, third on a popout 
by Parker and scored on another 
passed ball. Buckner singled with 
two outs in the second inning, stole 
second and third and came across 
on Parker’s double for a 2-0 edge.

Th e Tigers extended the lead 
with a four-run third inning, 
starting with a leadoff  double by 
Barker, who was pinch-run for by 
Sadie Meachum. She came across 
on Giffi  n’s RBI single and Cain 
walked. Black plated both runners 
with a double and Smith’s sacrifi ce 
fl y made it 6-0 Sewanee.

Wesleyan answered with two 
runs in the bottom of the frame 
after Tatum singled and McElveen 
doubled, driving in a run. McElveen 
later came across on an error.

Th e Tigers collected four more 
runs and five more hits in the 
fourth inning, with almost all of 
the damage done with two outs.

Tackett doubled with one out 
and Giffi  n posted a run-scoring 
double with two outs. Cain then 
singled and Nolen reached on an er-
ror, pushing across a run. Black and 
Smith followed with RBI singles for 
a 10-2 Sewanee lead.

The Wolves came right back 
with fi ve runs in the bottom of the 
inning after Amber Searcy walked 
with one out and stole second. Ta-
tum and Ava Fobian both singled 
and McElveen plated a pair of 
runs with a double. With two outs 
Kyrstin Barnard scored two more 
runs with a single and Haley Blan-
kenship’s RBI double made it 10-7.

Tackett and Barker both dou-
bled in the fi fth for a run, but the 
Tigers left the bases loaded in that 
frame.

In the bottom of the inning 
Tatum walked, stole second and 
scored on Fobian’s single before 
Huskey entered the game. She 
walked McEleveen but got a 
groundout and a strikeout to end 
the threat. Huskey allowed a single 
in the sixth but got three ground-
outs to end that frame and recorded 
three outs around a hit by pitch in 
the seventh to fi nish off  the contest.

Buckner (1-1) pitched well for 
four innings before running into 
trouble in the fi fth but still picked 
up the win in the circle.

Pou, Williams Each Collect 
Th ree Hits in Tigers Win 

Blake Pou posted three hits and three runs, Ethan Williams collected 
three hits and four RBIs and Austin Graber tossed 2.2 innings of relief 
for the win in Sewanee’s 6-4 victory over Brandeis University in baseball 
action Feb. 17, at Montgomery Field.

Th e Tigers (4-0) scored twice in the fi rst before the Judges tied the 
game with single runs in the fourth and sixth inning. Will Jennewein 
singled in the bottom of the sixth and Alden Wright followed with a 
single to right, with Jennewein scoring on an error.

Sewanee added two more runs in the seventh after a leadoff  walk 
from Jonah Patton and a single by Pou. Williams plated a run with a 
groundout and Tyler Pinson’s nubber off  the end of the bat started foul, 
then rolled fair right along the fi rst base line for the base hit, scoring 
Pou on the play.

In the eighth Pou walked, went to second on a wild pitch and came 
across on a Williams single to left, extending the lead to 6-2.

Brandeis plated a pair of runs in the ninth with two singles and a 
walk before Joey Crews got the fi nal three outs in relief of Graber. Crews 
induced a pair of groundouts and added a strikeout to end the contest 
for his fi rst save.

Sewanee starter Jack Merril retired the fi rst nine batters with fi ve 
groundouts (one was a doubleplay ball after a single) and three strikeouts 
before running into trouble in the fourth. Merril allowed one run on 
one hit with two walks and three strikeouts.

Holden Phillips tossed 2.1 innings of relief for the Tigers, giving up 
the tying run in the sixth, and Graber got the fi nal out of that inning 
and worked two more scoreless frames before getting in trouble in the 
ninth. Graber gave up two runs on three hits with three strikeouts to 
get the win.

Patton collected two hits and scored twice for the Tigers, with the 
fi rst three spots in the order accounting for seven of the team’s 12 hits.

Th e Tigers started quickly with two runs in the fi rst after a leadoff  
single from Patton. Pou chopped a single through the rightside, putting 
runners on the corners, and he took second on a wild pitch. Williams 
then singled sharply to center, plating both runners for an early lead for 
the home team.

Th e Judges got a run back in the fourth when Crowley drew a leadoff  
walk, went to second on a wild pitch before Ben Kuja was hit. Both 
runners moved up on another wild pitch and the third wild pitch of the 
inning allowed the run to score. Merril exited the game and Phillips 
induced an inning-ending doubleplay to keep the Tigers in the lead.

Crowley led off  the top of the sixth with a double to leftcenter and 
Kuja followed with an RBI single to right, knotting the game at two. 
Henry Aronwald walked with out and Jake Freed also drew a free pass, 
but Graber struck out Keith Lee and Walsh lined out to end the threat 
for Brandeis.

Sewanee retook the lead in the bottom of the inning after a two-out 
infi eld single by pinch-hitter Jennewein. Wright then singled to right and 
the low liner got past Brandeis’ Bobby Quill, with Jennewein scoring all 
the way from fi rst on the play for a 3-2 edge.

In the seventh Patton walked and Pou singled and stole second before 
a groundout to fi rst by Williams plated a run. Pinson’s q-shot down the 
fi rst base line scored another and Sewanee led 5-3 headed to the eighth.

In the ninth Keith Lee led off  with a single to left and Walsh singled 
through the right side. Will Berry uncorked a pair of wild pitches, scoring 
a run, and pinch-hitter Danny Tambascia also drew a free pass, forcing 
Crews into the game.

Quill grounded into a fi elder’s choice, plating a run, before Crowley 
struck out and Kuja grounded out to end the game.
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Support local. 
Shop local.

MARC’s Mountain 
Adoptables

Meet Sheba Marie & Tootsie
Sheba Marie is a sweetie. She is around nine months old, weighs 

about 38 pounds, and is black with a little white on her chest.  Sheba 
Marie gets along with medium to large dogs and is house trained 
using a doggie door.  She loves to be with her people and is ready for 
fun adventures.  She also likes to cuddle up and relax.  You can’t go 
wrong inviting Sheba Marie to be part of your family.

Tootsie is such a cutie!  She is around 14 weeks old, weighs about 
18 pounds, and is black and white.  Tootsie was a stray with her mom 
and siblings but now is in a foster home learning about inside life.  She 
is a little shy at fi rst meeting and would really like a family who will 
spend time helping her socialize.  Tootsie will be your faithful little 
lover.  Don’t wait.  Meet Tootsie soon.

If you would like to learn more about  Sheba Marie and Tootsie, 
please fi ll out an Adoption Application found on our MARC website 
<www.marc4change.org> and/or contact Sue Scruggs, cell phone 
(423) 619-3845.  All MARC animals ready for adoption are spayed or 
neutered and up-to-date on their vaccines and preventatives.

MARC - Marion Animal Resource Connection is a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofi t animal welfare organization.  It is not a shelter and relies 
on foster homes to save animals.  MARC also provides low cost spay/
neuter procedures for animals and is available for teaching humane 
care of animals in schools and to community organizations.

Go to <https://marc4change.org> for more information.

Sheba Marie

NATURENOTES
by Yolande Gottfried

Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge

Last weekend we made a trip to the Wheeler National 
Wildlife Refuge near Decatur, Ala., hoping to see some of the 
migratory wetland birds that congregate there. Maples and 
elms were already in bloom. We found that we had missed 
the Sandhill Cranes and Whooping Cranes by a couple of 
weeks, alas, but still learned some things of interest and saw a 
few species of birds. We mostly saw Canada Geese and Mal-
lards (a lot of Mallards) but some more knowledgeable birders 
pointed out a Shoveler and said they had also seen Gadwall and 
Green-winged Teal. Eventually we did see a fl ock of Snow Geese 
which over-winter there. We learned that until the 90’s or so, 
many Canada Geese wintered in the refuge and attracted large 
numbers of visitors. Now they either don’t migrate, hanging out 
in parks and golf courses, or they don’t migrate that far south, 
and Snow Geese have taken their place in large numbers. Snow 
Geese breed in the far north of Canada and in Greenland, then 
migrate great distances to places like Wheeler.  Surprisingly, we 
learned that there is a population of alligators at Wheeler. Th ey 
were introduced there from a population in Louisiana, hoping 
to maintain the gene pool in case something happened to the 
Louisiana population. Th ey do not thrive but are maintaining 
their numbers. However, they are smaller than the average. 
Sandhill Cranes started arriving at the Refuge in larger numbers 
in 1997 and Whooping Cranes were fi rst spotted in 2006. Th e 
cranes peak in late December and early January, so we will have 
to time our visit better next year.

State Park 
Off erings

To confi rm that these events 
will occur as listed go to <https://
tnstateparks.com/parks/events/
south-cumberland>, <https://
tnstateparks.com/parks/events/
savage-gulf> or call (931) 924-
2980.

B.A.R.K. Ranger Hike—
South Cumberland State Park, 
Saturday, Feb. 22, 9 a.m. CST. 
Cost, $10 per dog. <https://
tnstateparks.com/parks/events-
south-cumberland>. Rangers 
Jessie and Hannah invite you 
and your best furry friend(s) to 
join them at the Visitors’ Center, 
11745 U.S. Hwy 41, Monteagle, 
for an easy 1-mile hike around the 
Meadow Trail. Learn how to enjoy 
the outdoors safely and responsi-
bly with your dog by learning what 
the acronym B.A.R.K. stands for. 
After the hike, you’ll meet up at 
the Visitor’s Center where your 
dog will sign their B.A.R.K. 
Ranger certificates and receive 
their offi  cial South Cumberland 
State Park B.A.R.K. Ranger Dog 
Tags (both included in the price). 
All dogs must be leashed. Please 
wear sturdy footwear as it may be 
muddy. Th is event is rain or shine 
unless the weather is redicted to 
be dangerous.

Th ree Forks Lakeside Hike—
Savage Gulf State Park, Sat-
urday, Feb. 22, 2 p.m. CST. 
Cost, 10. <https://tnstateparks.
com/parks/eventssavage-gulf>. 
Meet Ranger Todd at Savage 
Gulf North Pavilion, 1183 Stone 
Door Rd., Beersheba Springs, for 
a 4-mile hike around Th ree Forks 
Lake. Th e hike will be off -trail at 
the site of the Park’s new addi-
tions. Bring water, snacks, and 
wear hiking shoes and weather-
appropriate clothing. Th is hike 
is weather-dependent and will 
be cancelled in case of inclem-
ent weather. The areas around 
overlooks and waterfalls can be 
treacherous in terms of keeping 
your footing. Th e potential to slip 
and fall still exists, and extreme 
care is needed. Attendee cancella-
tions must be made no later than 
24 hours prior to the program’s 
scheduled start in order to receive 
a refund.

Winter Birding Hike—Sav-
age Gulf State Park, Tuesday, 
Feb. 25, 9:30 a.m. CST. Cost, 
$5. <https://tnstateparks.com/
parks/eventssavage-gulf>. Join 
Ranger Jamie at 1183 Stone Door 
Rd., Beersheba Springs, for an ap-
proimately 3-mile winter birding 
hike to Th ree Forks Lake. Learn 
about native wintering birds in 
the Park. You’ll discuss birds 
you see: common backyard birds 
and waterfowl. Bring your own 
binoculars, as well as water and 
snacks.

New Moon Stone Door Night 
Hike —Savage Gulf State Park, 
Friday, Feb. 28, 5:15 p.m. CST. 
Cost, $15. <https://tnstate-
parks.com/parks/eventssavage-
gulf>. Th is hike is limited to the 
fi rst 10 people to register. Meet 
Ranger Spencer  at 1183 Stone 
Door Rd., Beersheba Springs, for 
a 2-mile roundtrip hike to the 
Stone Door overlook that is sure to 
amaze. Experience the night sky 
and its wonders. Bring your own 
headlamp, wear sturdy hiking 
boots, appropriate clothing for the 
weather, and your spirit of adven-
ture. In case of inclement weather 
the event will be cancelled.

TEC Launches Statewide 
Initiative to Off er Native 
Trees for All Residents

Residents across Tennessee are invited to reserve native trees to plant 
at their homes, farms and in their communities during the 11th annual 
Tennessee Tree Day event, taking place on March 15, 2025. Online tree 
reservations are open to the public at <tectn.org/TennesseeTreeDay> now 
through March 2, 2025, and residents are encouraged to reserve trees as 
soon as possible to get the best selection. Supplies are limited and trees are 
available on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis, while supplies last. Participants 
may choose from among 165 locations across Tennessee to pick up their 
trees on the weekend of March 15. Tree Day is organized every year by 
Tennessee Environmental Council (TEC), a nonprofi t organization.

Visit the event website for more information and to reserve trees: 
<tectn.org/TennesseeTreeDay>.Sewanee Herbarium Event

Grocery Store Flower Botanicals Workshop, Saturday Feb. 22, 
9:30–11:30 a.m., Spencer room 173, Mary Priestley

Flowers that we sometimes pick up when we’re grocery shopping 
brighten our winter days! For this workshop, we will choose individu-
als from among a bouquet of these colorful fl owers to do a pen and 
ink illustration to which you may want to add watercolor. We will 
look closely at a sunfl ower or other member of the Aster Family that 
is usually included in these mixes. Starting with dissecting a fl ower 
head to see how it’s constructed, we will then move on to drawing from 
life or tracing from a photograph. Bring a pencil and your cell phone; 
other materials will be provided.  Th ere is no cost, but please reserve 
so we know how many people to expect. Email <mpriestley0150@
gmail.com>.

Say Goodbye to Winter 
Energy Hogs

As February winter weather sets in, now is the time to confront your 
winter energy hogs and show them the door. Look for these common 
winter culprits throughout your house:

• Dirty air fi lters. Dirty fi lters make your system work harder to heat 
the air. Aim to change the fi lter every three to six months. 

• Leaky ducts. A contractor can test your ducts for leakage and repair 
any problems. Repair visible or accessible leaks with metal tape — not 
duct tape.

• Drafty doors and windows. An easy fi x with a big payback is weather 
stripping. Caulk or apply weather stripping around all window and door 
seams, especially those leading to the basement or the attic. Weather strip 
your attic access door. 

• Chilly water heater. If your water heater is older or not well insulated, 
wrap it in an insulating jacket. 

• Wood fi replace. Traditional fi replaces pull heated air out of the 
house. When not in use, check that the damper is completely closed.

By tackling these winter energy hogs now, you can keep your home 
warmer, your energy bills lower, and your heating system running more 
effi  ciently all season long. A few simple fi xes can make a big diff erence 
in comfort and savings. Stay warm, stay energy smart, and as always, 
SVEC is here to help you power through winter with effi  ciency and ease. 
For more energy-saving tips or assistance, visit <www.svalleyec.com> or 
call us at (423) 837-8605.

WEATHER
DAY DATE HI LO
Mon Feb 10 43 30
Tue Feb 11 49 44
Wed Feb 12 45 41
Th u Feb 13 51 35
Fri Feb 14 43 21
Sat Feb 15 53 43
Sun Feb 16 60 32

Week’s Stats:
Avg max temp =    49
Avg min temp =   35
Avg temp =     42
Precipitation =    5.33”

Reported by Sandy Gilliam
Domain Ranger

Tootsie

Tennessee State Parks Have 
$1.9 Billion Impact on State 

Economy
Tennessee State Parks have an economic impact of $1.9 billion dollars 

in the state and support employment of 13,587 people, according to an 
analysis by a leading economic consulting fi rm.

 Based on fi gures from fi scal year 2024, the report by Impact Data-
Source says the parks created $550 million in annual household income 
for Tennessee families. Because of the strong performance, state parks 
generated $111.8 million in state taxes and $22.1 million in local tax 
revenue. Overall, Tennessee State Parks account for $1.1 billion of Ten-
nessee’s gross domestic product.

“Tennessee continues to invest in a conservation strategy for our 
state’s future, and Tennessee State Parks are a cornerstone of our eff orts,” 
said Gov. Bill Lee. “Tennessee’s natural beauty and rich resources drive 
tourism and our economy, particularly in rural areas, and we welcome 
Tennesseans and visitors alike to enjoy all that the Volunteer State’s great 
outdoors have to off er.”

“We are proud of the impact our state parks have on the Tennessee 
economy,” said David Salyers, commissioner of the Tennessee Depart-
ment of Environment and Conservation. “We are grateful to Governor 
Lee and the Tennessee General Assembly for having such vision and 
commitment to conservation, and the fi gures show how that works for 
all Tennesseans.”

Th e governor’s conservation strategy, launched in 2023, includes the 
addition of more new parks than any administration. Th e plan balances 
the state’s economic growth, especially in rural areas, while protecting 
the state’s natural resources. Admission to each of the Tennessee State 
Parks is free.

Th e conservation strategy makes new investments in Tennessee State 
Parks lodges and maintains a focus on making Tennessee’s state parks 
the most accessible in the nation, identifying and eliminating barriers 
that may exist for parks visitors.

Th e analysis presents the impact of state park visitors' spending in the 
local region and state, along with expenditures in operations, mainte-
nance, capital, and grants.

Impact DataSource, is an Austin, Texas, economic consulting, re-
search, and analysis fi rm founded in 1993. Th e fi rm has conducted over 
2,500 economic impact analyses of fi rms, projects, and activities in most 
industry groups in Tennessee and in more than 35 other states.
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PHOTO ARCHIVE.

www.sewaneemessenger.
smugmug.com

Advertising in the Messenger works. 
Phone (931) 598-9949 or email 

<ads@sewaneemessenger.com to fi nd 
out how to make it work for you.

WHERE DO I 
RECYCLE THIS?

Construction and Demo-
lition and Large Items:

Construction and Demoli-
tion Waste must be disposed 
of at the BFI transfer station 
on Hwy. 41A in Estill Springs. 

Bulky Items such as furni-
ture, TVs, mattress, etc., can 
be disposed of at Franklin 
County Solid Waste Manage-
ment on Joyce Lane in Win-
chester or at the BFI transfer 
station on Hwy. 41A in Estill 
Springs.

Messenger Classifi eds

LAWN CARE

CHAD’S LAWN &  
LANDSCAPING
-FREE ESTIMATES-

* Lawncare & Design (Mulch & Planting)
ALSO: * Tree Trimming & Removal
* Pressure Washing * Road Grading 

* Stone Patio/Fireplace * Garden Tilling 
* Leaf Pickup & Blowing   

(931) 308-5059

EAGLE LANDSCAPING &
LAWN MAINTENANCE CO.

Now Offering Specials for the
SPRING!

We offer lawn maintenance, landscaping,
hedge/tree trimming & more!

(931) 598-0761 or (931) 636-0383
Please call for your free estimate

GARMENT HEMMING: Call 
Bonnie Gilliam, (931) 691-4629.

Topping, trimming, 
bluff/lot clearing, stump 

grinding and more!
*Bucket truck or climbing* 
Free wood chips with job

Will beat any quoted price!
Satisfaction guaranteed!!

Call —Isaac King

LOCAL SERVICES

931-924-3216 800-764-7489
monsecurity.com      TN license 1912

CCTV, BURGLAR & FIRE ALARMS

ENGINE REPAIR

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR:
Most makes/models. New/
used parts. Pickup/delivery. 
20 years’ experience. Pelham. 
(931) 467-2676. 

SIMPLY SUDS RESIDEN-
TIAL CLEANING SERVICE:  
Cheryl Grimes, Owner/opera-
tor. Altamont. (931) 743-9426 
or email <simplysudscleaning@
yahoo.com>.

FOR SALE

FIREWOOD FOR SALE: Avail-
able for woodstove, fi replace or 
firepit. (Please designate your 
preference.) Stock up for next year.  
$125/pickup load, delivered and 
stacked. (423) 322-7639 or (931) 
212-2585.

PLANNING ON

BURNING DEBRIS?
Between now and May 15, 

you need a burn permit. Burn 
permits are free and can be ob-
tained at <www.BurnSafeTN.
org>.

Avoid traffi  c jams. 
For One-Stop 

Transportation 
Information: 

Dial 511

WALK • RUN • CYCLE 
TOGETHER

theSHARE TRAIL
Rule #7

Listen for others.  
Headphones impair your 

ability to hear and react to 
dangerous situations.

mountaingoattrail.org

The Tracy City Parks & Recreation league is hiring 
umpires for baseball and softball. Team ages are 

5–12.  For additional details contact Cindy Church 
(931) 581-5380.
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Friday, Feb. 21
Deadline for Sewanee Civic Association reservation, 
<sewaneecommunitychest@gmail.com>
RSVP for Speculation Friends of the Library event, 
<pcowan@sewanee.edu>
 9 a.m. CAC offi  ce open, until 11 a.m.
 9 a.m. Yin Yoga, High Vibes, Country Mart, 

Monteagle, until 10:15 a.m.
 10 a.m. YouFit, Betsy, Community Center; also 

at noon
 5 p.m. Artist reception, Artisan Depot, Cowan, 

until 7 p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 22
 9:30 a.m. Sewanee Herbarium workshop, Grocery 

Store Flower Botanicals, Priestley, Spen-
cer Hall Room 173, until 11:30 a.m.

 10 a.m. Hospitality Shop open, until 2 p.m.
 10 a.m. SCCF Grant community conversation, 

Grundy EMS, 90 Phipps St., Coalmont
 10:30 a.m. Yoga Flex, High Vibes, Country Mart, 

Monteagle, until 11:30 a.m.
 1 p.m. Workshop, “Resilience in Turbulent 

Times,”(free), Sewanee Community 
Center, 39 Ball Park Rd., until 5 p.m.;

  sign up: <https://tinyurl.com/4sszevcz>
 6 p.m. Mardi Gras Fundraiser, Monterey Sta-

tion, Cowan, tickets: <goodshepherdtn.
com/tickets>

Sunday, Feb. 23
 1 p.m. Electric Arcadia, Soundbathing, 874 

Lake O’Donnell Rd., until 5 p.m.
 1 p.m. YouFit, Betsy, Community Center
 2 p.m. Knitting Circle, Mooney’s, until 4 p.m.
 4 p.m. Hatha Yoga, Helen, Community Center

Monday, Feb. 24
 9 a.m. Tai Chi, High Vibes, Country Mart, 

Monteagle, until 10 a.m.
 9 a.m. CAC offi  ce open, until 11 a.m.
 9 a.m. Intermed Pilates, Kim, 293 Ball Park Rd.
 10:30 a.m. Chair Exercise, Susan, Community Cen-

ter, until 11:30 a.m.
 noon SCCF Grant community conversation, 

TN’s South Cumberland Tourism, 115 
Depot St., Tracy City

 4 p.m. Recital, Nashville Opera OUT LOUD, 
(free), Guerry Auditorium;Q&A follows

 4:30 p.m. Monteagle Public Hearing, Ordinances 
01-25, 02-25, conference room, City 
Hall; regular Council meeting at 5 p.m.

 5:30 p.m. Hatha Flow, High Vibes, Country Mart, 
Monteagle, until 6:45 p.m.

 5:30 p.m. Cowan Commercial & Community 
Club, Community Room, Cowan Cen-
ter for the Arts, 300 Montgomery St.

 5:30 p.m. Intermed Pilates, Kim, 293 Ball Park Rd.
 7 p.m. Speculation, Jane Austen’s favorite card 

game, Convocation Hall 

Tuesday, Feb. 25
 8 a.m. GC Food Bank, 114 S. Industrial Park 

Rd., Coalmont, until 10 a.m.
 9 a.m. CAC offi  ce open, until 11 a.m.
 9 a.m.  Coff ee with the Coach, Nate Burns, 

Baseball, <sewaneetigers.com/watch> 
livestream, in-person Blue Chair

 9 a.m. Mixed Flow, High Vibes, Country Mart, 
Monteagle, until 10:15 a.m.

 10 a.m. Hospitality Shop open, until 1 p.m.
 10 a.m. Beginner Pilates, Kim, 293 Ball Park Rd.
11:30 a.m. Grundy County Rotary, Dutch Maid 

Bakery, Tracy City
 noon Intermed Pilates, Kim, 293 Ball Park Rd.
 4 p.m. S. Cumberland Farmers’ Market pickup, 

Community Center, until 6 p.m.

 5:30 p.m. SCCF Grant community conversation, 
Morton Memorial UMC, 322 W. Main 
St., Monteagle 

 5:30 p.m. Easy Flow Yoga, Pippa, 293 Ball Park 
Rd.

 6 p.m. FCDP meeting, 839 Dinah Shore Blvd., 
Winchester

Wednesday, Feb. 26
 9 a.m. Qi Gong, High Vibes, Country Mart, 

until 10 a.m.
 9 a.m. Intermed Pilates, Kim, 293 Ball Park Rd.
 9 a.m. CAC offi  ce open, until 11 a.m.
 10:30 a.m. Chair Exercise, Susan, Community Cen-

ter, until 11:30 a.m.
 11:30 a.m. EQB Club; Lead: Matt Kisber, Solar 

Energy, St. Mary’s Sewanee
 5 p.m. Mobility, High Vibes, Country Mart, 

Monteagle, until 6 p.m.
 5 p.m. Panel discussion, Roberson Project on 

Slavery, Race, and Reconciliation, Naylor 
Auditorium, Gailor Hall

 5:30 p.m. Hatha Yoga, Helen, Community Center
 6:30 p.m. Kundalini, High Vibes, Country Mart, 

Monteagle, until 7:30 p.m.
 7:30 p.m. Performance, “How to Save Ourselves,” 

Proctor Hill Th eatre, TN Williams Cen-
ter

Th ursday, Feb. 27
 8 a.m. Monteagle-Sewanee Rotary, Rachel Kil-

lebrew, Saturn V Apollo Moon Program, 
Kennerly Hall, St. Mark & St. Paul

 9 a.m. CAC offi  ce open, until 11 a.m.
 9 a.m. Nature Journaling, for details/location, 

email <mpriestley0150@gmail.com> 
 9:30 a.m. Body Recall, Judy, conference room, 

Monteagle City Hall, until 10:30 a.m.
 10 a.m. Hospitality Shop open, until 1 p.m.
 10 a.m. Beginner Pilates, Kim, 293 Ball Park Rd.
 noon Intermed Pilates, Kim, 293 Ball Park Rd.
 4 p.m. Movement to Music, High Vibes, Coun-

try Mart, Monteagle, until 5 p.m.
 5 p.m. Artist Talk, Shane Ward, Carlos Gallery, 

reception follows
 5:30 p.m. Vinyasa Flow, High Vibes, Country 

Mart, Monteagle, until 6:45 p.m.
 7:30 p.m. Performance, “How to Save Ourselves,” 

Proctor Hill Th eatre, TN Williams Cen-
ter

Friday, Feb. 28
 9 a.m. CAC offi  ce open, until 11 a.m.
 9 a.m. Yin Yoga, High Vibes, Country Mart, 

Monteagle, until 10:15 a.m.
 10 a.m. YouFit, Betsy, Community Center; also 

at noon
 noon CAC Community Meal, Kennerly Hall
 7:30 p.m. Concert, Sewanee Symphony /University 

Choir, (free), All Saints’ Chapel
 7:30 p.m. Performance, “How to Save Ourselves,” 

Proctor Hill Th eatre, TN Williams Cen-
ter

Community CalendarFROMBARDTOVERSE
by Robin Bates

Auden’s Birthday (Feb. 21, 1907)

Lay your sleeping head, my love,
Human on my faithless arm;
Time and fevers burn away
Individual beauty from
Th oughtful children, and the grave
Proves the child ephemeral:
But in my arms till break of day
Let the living creature lie,
Mortal, guilty, but to me
Th e entirely beautiful.

Soul and body have no bounds:
To lovers as they lie upon
Her tolerant enchanted slope
In their ordinary swoon,
Grave the vision Venus sends
Of supernatural sympathy,
Universal love and hope;
While an abstract insight wakes
Among the glaciers and the rocks
Th e hermit’s carnal ecstasy.

Certainty, fi delity
On the stroke of midnight pass
Like vibrations of a bell,
And fashionable madmen raise
Th eir pedantic boring cry:
Every farthing of the cost,
All the dreaded cards foretell,
Shall be paid, but from this night
Not a whisper, not a thought,
Not a kiss nor look be lost.

Beauty, midnight, vision dies:
Let the winds of dawn that blow
Softly round your dreaming head
Such a day of welcome show
Eye and knocking heart may bless,
Find the mortal world enough;
Noons of dryness fi nd you fed
By the involuntary powers,
Nights of insult let you pass
Watched by every human love.

--W.H. Auden, Lullaby

Local 12-Step Meetings

Friday
7 p.m., AA, open, Christ 
Church, Tracy City
Saturday
7 p.m., NA, open, Decherd 
United Methodist
Sunday
6:30 p.m., the Wesley House, 
MMUMC
Monday
5 p.m., 12-Step Women’s Study 
Group. Call (931) 327-5551 for 
information and for the Zoom 
link
7 p.m., AA, open, Christ 
Church, Tracy City
Tuesday
7 p.m., AA, open, First Baptist, 
Altamont
7 p.m., AA, open, Trinity Epis-
copal Church, Winchester
Wednesday
10 a.m., AA, closed, Cliff tops, 
(931) 924-3493
7 p.m., NA, Decherd United 
Methodist
Th ursday
6 p.m., Life’s Healing Choice, 
Grundy County Recovery Al-
liance, Coalmont
6 p.m., Celebrate Recovery, 
City Light Church, Monteagle
7 p.m., Al-Anon, First UMC, 
Winchester

Beyond the Five Senses

WEEKEND RETREAT
AT ST. MARY’S SEWANEE

A Sensory Exploration

www.stmaryssewanee.org

931-598-5342
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